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HIS volume of antiquarian difcuffions is, in various re- 
fpeéts, valuable and important; many curious faéts of 
aitiquity aré colleéted, and many appearahces fatisfactorily 
explained, —In a doubtfal path, wi may have chofen different 
routes ; fo that, though we may fometimes differ from the au- 
thors before us, yet we would not infift, with great pertina- 
city, on opinions which moft neceffarily have an infecure 
foundation. The conjectures of the antiquary are always 
liable to error. | 
Article I; A Sketch of the Afylum. or Sanétuary, from its: 
Origin to the final Abolition of it in the Reign of James I. 
By the rev. Samuel Pegge.— This is a very able hiftory of the 
right of fan&uary which different places poffefled. Mr, Pegge 
traces it from the time of the Ifraelites’ arrival in the land 
of promife, and attributes its firft inftitution to Mofes.. The 
immunity was undoubtedly, not patriarchal, for this obvious 
reafon, that it is conneéted with a fixed eftablifhment; and 
the eftablithment which, in the age of the patriarchs, was molt 
fecure, ftill remained liable to many caufes of difturbance, 
and the inhabitants to various changes of fituation, We are, 
for a fimilar reafon, led to fufpect that it was in fome degree 
conneéted with the Druidical inftitutions, though in a very 
different form, and connived at, rather than authorifed. That 
part, however, of the differtation, which relates to the earlier , 
wzras of its eftablifhment in Britain, deferves to be felected. 


‘ Druidifm is thought by many to be derived, though not 
without perverfions and corruptions, from the_patriarchal. reli- 
gion; but then of this, the rite of fanctuary was no part. 
Groves and trees were anciéntly very venerable and facred 
things, not only as places of worfhip, but alfo’as themfelves 
objects of adoration among idolatrous nations) Mr, Evelyn 
Vor. LAY. March, 1783. as alfo 
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alfo has fhown, that fuch trees actually obtained an immr- 
nity, and grew to be afyla amongft them; but that this was 
any practice of the Druids daes® not at prefent appeal 7 ins 
deed, ‘we hearnothing of-fanQeary of any kind in Wales, till 
Jong after the introduction of Chriftianity into that country. 
Jeffrey of Monmouth, tells us, that Dunwallo Molmutius, who 
reigned near five hundred years before Chrift, at a time when 
Druidifm was the prevailing religion, ‘ eftablithed thofe which 
the Britains calb the; Molmutine laws, famous among the Eng- 
lith to thisday. In thefe, among other things, he enaded, that 
the temples of the gods, as alfo cities, fhould have the privilege 
of giving fanétuary and proteétion to any fugitive or crimi- 
nal that .fhould fly to them from his enemy. He likewife 
enacted, that the ways leading to thofe temples and cities, 
as alfo the hufbandman’s plows, fhould be allowed. the fame 
privilege.” When Jeffrey, I fay, writes thus, one cannot pof- 
fibly give him credit. 2 am one amongft thole who think Jef- 
frey not to have been the author of the Britifh Hiftory, but 
only the tranflator, and perhaps the interpolator of it; but as. 
to this famous paflage, thoygs many. dJater authors, I obierve, 
have received it without fcMple, dt appears-to me to be per- 
feétly inadmifiible. The Britains, i in my app:ehenfion, ploughed 
little, arid had no cities at that era. But did not Brute, it may 
be alledged, come from Troy, where Juno had an afylum? f 
reply, that the:arrpval of. Brute im this ifland is itfelf very dif- 
putable, as refting folely on the fufpicious credit of the Britith 
hiftory ; and as to Juno’s afylum at Troy, that, a8 has been 
before conjectured, may poflibty be a prolepfis. But do not 
authors tell us that Alfred the Great aflumed thefe Molmutian 
laws into his code? And is-not this what Jeffrey means, by 
faying, the laws of Molmutius were famous among the Englifh 
to this day? I anfwer, fir John Spelman has fhewn, that this 
is not faét *: afd it is a trong prefumption againft it, that 
Molmutius appears to have follow ell che Grecian plan, according 
to the fiction of the Britifh Hiftory; whereas king Alfred, as 
we fhall prefently fee, framed his conititution refpecting this 
matter upom the fyflem of Mofes +. ‘l’o dilmifs this bafinefs 
of Molmutius, who, in all probability, neither wrote nor dic- 
tated any laws at all; Jeffrey pretends, that in his days, and 
by this meafure, the “murders and cruelties committed by rob- 
bers were prevented, and every body pafled fafe without any 
violence offered him:’’ a falfe and moit irrational inference ; 
fince fan@tuaries, upon this prince’s model, are not calculated to 
revent, but to promote and encourage every outrageous and 
villainous act, as has been fhown above. Indeed, one can 





© * Aifred does not fo much as mention the Molmutian laws. V. Sir 
Henry Spelman in Gloff. p. 362 ; and Mr. Wiiliam Clarke, ia his excel- 
lent Preface to the Welch Laws.’ 

‘+ Vhe Molmutine laws were Pagan, not Chriftian, as Zlfed’s are. 
Sheringham, Pp: 125." 


fcarcely 
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fcarcely imagine any thing more likely to generate vice and im- 
morality, except the pernicious dottrines of prieftly abfojution, 
the doing evil if good do but come of it, and the. compenfation 
of evil by what were called good works, fuch as the founding 
of monafteries, hofpitals, &c.’ 

Mr, Pegge afterwards purfues the hiftory of fan@uaries in 
this ifland, with great accuracy ,pointsout the principal churches 
which enjoyed this privilege, and concludes with the final fup- 
preflion of afyla in the firtt year of James [. 

Art. If. Reafons for doubting whether the Genii of parti- 
cular Perfons, or Lares, properly fo called, be really Panthea. 
By Fr. Ph. Gourdin, an honorary Fellow of the Society. 
The great object of P. Gourdin is to fhow that the Dii Ma- 
jores were feldom, if ever, thofe deities which were ftyled 
Lares, or Penates. We fo far agree with him, and. have. always 
been of opinion, that the hgufhold gods were reprefentatives, 
probably fanciful ones, of the anceftors of thofe who preferved 
and held them in veneration. Yet it maft be acknowleged, that 
the images of the greater gods were occafional]ly preferved in the 
Lararium ; and it is-by no means clear, from various paflages 
of the claflics, that they were not fometimes included among 
the lares, efpecially when any remarkable inftance of favour 
had been fuppofed to be received from thefe fuperior divinities. 
Whether the panthea were lares fhould have depended on the 
meaning of the term, which is-not decided. We think it 
evident, from different paflages, that this title’ was applied to 
divinities which were worfhipped in many different countries, 
whether their names or their fymbols were the fame, or 
different. Sometimes, if any dependence is to be placed on 
the rank which the pantheus holds, when addreffed with other 
divinities, it may be feppofed to mean fame inferior objet 

of devotion, 

Art. HI. Obfervations by the revs Mr. Pegge on the Stan~ 
ton-Moor Urns, and Druidical. Temple. —The Stanton-Moor 
urns, are chiefly remarkable, fince one of them contained a 
{maller urn. We fee no reafon to fuppofe that their difpo- 
fition is not fortuitous. 

Art. IV. An Account of fome Stone Coffins, and Skeletons, 
found on making fome Alterations and Repairs in Cambridge 
Caltle. By the rev. Robert Mafters, B.D. F.S.A.— 

Art. VY. A Second Letter from Mr. Mafters, on the Stone 
Coffins found in repairing Cambridge Caftle.—Thefe letters 
only inform us of thé difcovery of coffins, whofe conterits 
crambled into duf on being expofed:to the air. Mr. Matters 
informs us, that the coffins defcribed in the fecond letter, 
NM 2 feem 
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feem to have been depofited before the building was erected. © 
The prefent gaol is the gateway of. the ancient caftle, and 
it is of a later origin than the caftle: we ftrongly fufpe&, 
therefore, that the- bodies defcribed in the firft letter were 
depofited there previous to the building of the gateway, and 
‘that the ground on which it ftands was the cemetery of the 
caitle, ‘ 

Art. VI. Mifcellaneous Obfervations on Parifh Regifters. 

By John Bowle, F.S. A.—Parith regifters were firft introduced 
jnto England in 1538, by Thomas lord Cromwell, and ‘vere 
evidently borrowed from Spain and Italy. ‘There are many 
ufeful remarks which may direét the antiquaries in this article, 
particularly in the period of the Protectorate, where the regi- 
fters were often kept in adjoining -parifhes. 
_ Art. VII. Letter on a Roman Tile found at Reculver in 
Kent, from John Pownall, Efq.e—The author thinks the tile 
Roman; and that, if the fufpeéted infcription is really one, 
it alludes to the fecond legion ftationed in this part of Eng- 
land. It is more probably not an infcription; and its relation 
to the fecond Tegion, in a country where various legions had 
‘been occaiionally fationed, is not very well fupported. 

Art. VIII. Dr. Glafs’s Letter on the Affinity of certain 
‘Words in the Language of the Sandwich and Friendly Ifles 
‘in the Pacific Ocean, with the Hebrew.—The words are taboo 
and matee :—the refemblance of the former, in appearance and 
meaning, is very remarkable. 

Art. IX. Mr. Willis’s Effay on the Ikineld-Street.— 

Art. X. An Effay towards the Difcovery of the great Ike- 
neld-Street of the Romans,— 

Art. XI. Mr. Willis on the Roman Portway.—Thefe 
articles contain a particular account of the Ikeneld-Street, 
which arifes from the river [chin, and runs parallel with that 
fiver through Wincheiter, &c. as well as of the Portway, a 
Roman road, which was carried from the North-Eaft to the 
North-Weft of the kingdom—from Caiftor, near Norwich, 
to Exetes. In thefe defcriptions, our author differs, in many 
refpects, from other antiquaries ; ; but his account is highly 
probable, and we think it merits very particular confideration. 
Part of the Portway is called by Dr: Stukely Ikeneld-Street. 

Art, XII. Mr. Willis’s Account of the Battles between Ed- 
‘mund Ironfide and Canute.—The great battle between Canute 
and Edmund (anno 1016) Mr. Willis fuppofes was fought in 
Sarftan- fields, near Wayhill, between Winchefler and Old Sa- 
rom: his camp, in the interval of the two battles, is thought 
to be at Figbury Ring. 

Art. X41, Obfervations on Ancient Spars, By Fr. Grofe, 
Efq. 
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Efg. F. A. $.—This account is not a very extenfive one, ‘but 
it contains fome remarkable information, 

Art. XIV. Account of the Difcoveries in digging a Sewer 
in Lombard-ftreet and Birchin-lane, 1786,— 

Art. XV. Account of the Difcoveries before mentioned, 
referred to in the preceding Paper.—Thefe.two articles con- 
tain a particular defcription of the antiquities found in Lom- 
bard-ftreet and Birchin-Lane. They are illuftrated with nu- 
merous engravings, without whofe afliftance we could convey 
no accurate idea of the fubjeéts, We thall tranferibe, how- 
ever, a fhort account of the excavation in Lombard-ftreet, 
from a letter of fir John Henniker. 

‘A large trench has been excavated in Lombard-ftreet, for 
the firft time fince the memory of man, which is funk about 
fixteen feet deep. The foil is almoft uniformly divided into 
four ftrata; the uppermoft, thirteen feet fix inches thick, of 
fatitious earth; the fecond, two feet thick, of brick, appae 
rently the ruins ‘of buildings; the third, three inches thick, of 
wood afhes, apparently the remains of a town built of wood, 
and deftroyed by fire; the fourth, of Roman pavement, com- 
mon and teffelated. On this pavement the coin in queftion 
{2 gold coin of Galba) was difcovered, together with feveral 
other coins, and many articles of pottery. Below the pavement 
the workmen find virgin-earth. From the particular fituation 
of Lombard-ftreet, elevated above the level of the marthes, and 
happily placed to enjoy the advantages of the river, and from 
the appearances here {poken of, it is prefumed that it confti- 
tuted part of the fire of the ancient Augufta,’ 

Art. XVI. Obfervations on a Picture by Zucarro, from 
Lord Falkland’s Collection, fuppofed to reprefent the Game 
of Yrimero. By the hon. Daines Barrington.—The picture 
is a curious one: primero is, however, a game that Mr. Bare 
-rington has explained but imperfectly. 

Art. XVII. Obfervations, on the Antiquity of Card-playing 
in England. By the hon. Daines Barrington.— 

Art, XVIIT, Obfervations on Card-playing. By the rev, 
Mr. Bowle,— 

Art. XVIII *. Some Obfervations on the Invention of Cards, 
and their Introduétion into England. By Mr. Gough,— 
Thefe different authors differ a little in their accounts of the 
antiquity and invention of cards, We mnft{peak in general, 
for we cannot reconcilé “difcordant opinions. ‘Cards were of 
Spanifh origin, but, we fufpe&, of Arabian or Saracen inyen- 
tion; though we can trace them with tolerable certainty no 
farther than Spain, About the middle, or more near to the 
end of the fourteenth century, they were known in that coun- 
try ; and the invention was carried to France, and to Italy ; 
M 3 from 
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from France*it feems to have been imported to England, from 
the English garrifon at Calais. We have no fatisfactory evi- 
dence of cards being common in England till about the middle 
of the fifteenth century, though they feem to have been intros 
duced about the end of the fourteenth. In the original packs 
the ten is wanting: the coate cards (for that is the term ra¢ 
ther than court), reprefented ten, as they do at prefent, The 
queen was originally a knight, and the change-feems to have 
been made jn the gallant court of Paris. In the Spamifh cards 
there were undoubtedly aces, though in fome of the earlier 
cards of uncertain origin, they feem to have been omitted, or, 
in the {pecimens which have reached ys, are loft.—The ftamp 
ison the deuce. Perhaps there may have been fome game 
where the ace was not employed: if a French pack of picquet 
cards was to reach to future times, an antiquary might ima- 
gine that the fmallcr cards were not at this period employed. 
On an old wrapper there are the Spanihh words cartas finnas, 
though the reft of the infcription is in French, and the vender 
is an Englifhman. This fa& plainly thows from whence they 
were firft procured; for we Mill retain on our fealing-wax the 
Dutch infcription, Fyn Segellack, &c. becaufe it was for- 
merly on: the wax imported from Holland. 

Art. XIX. Obfervations on our ancient Churches,. By the 
rev. Mr. Ledwich, F. A.S.—The‘e obfervations deferve much 
attention: Mr. kedwich, to the accuracy of an antiquary 
joins the erudition of a fcholar. The Britifh and the Roman 
ityle of churches is, in this article, wel} difcriminated ; and 
what we fty le the Saxon, our author thinks, is the Roman 
arch, while the Gothic, which wé have been ufed to attribute 
‘to the Saracens, is a corrupted form of the ruder ages, and 
notolder than the tenth century. Feis not the form of the 
arch, byt the ornaments and mou!dihg s alfo, that diftinguith 
‘the .kind of architeéure whichpNGugh ftyled Roman, was 
probably brought from the Eaft{*as the earlier and more zeal- 
‘ous Chriftians would reje& the temples of idols, and every 
form connected with paganifm. In the ninth, tenth, end 
‘eleventh centuries, the architeéts, if cur author’s opinion, 
were not fo fcrupulous: they borrowed their ornaments from 
‘the Roman temples, and feemed $6 prefer thofe which were 
erefted in the time of Adrian, and Which the ZEgyptian fi- 
perftitions had deformed with the ipaftrous reprefentations of 
the moft contemptible idolatry. This is the-ftyle of the capi- 
tals in the French church at Cantexbury. Thefe were frit 
introduced into France and Spain‘in the fecond century, by 
Bafiltdes, who debafed Chrittianity with many eaftern lupsee 
‘Mitions. 


Art. 
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Art. XX. A circumftantial detail of the Battle of Lincola, 
A.D. 1217. By the rev. Samuel Pegge.—It is impoflible to 
abridge this particular detail of the battle of Lincoln, fought 
in the year 1217. on the acceffion of Henry II[.. Jt is com- 
piled from the earlieft and bef informed hiftorians, 

Art. XXI. Some Account of the Brimham-Rocks in York: 
fhire. By Hayman Rooke, Efq.—There as no fubje& on 
which an eager antiquary may more certainly miflead the read- 
er, than in thofe natural produGions where art is; in fome 
degree, confpicuous, or where peculiat forms may give the 
appearance of defign to what is really accidental. Major 
Rooke defcribes many rocking ftones, and oné which he calls 
an oracular ftone; but, thongh we allow that thefe were fome- 
times confecrated places, and tie rocks themfelves emblems 
of adivinity, yet a very accufate enquiry 1s meceflary before 
we can pronounce every peculiar form of itone to be the effeéts 
of Druidical art, or confider every moving rock as fubfervient 
to divination or religion. The fituation of thefe rocks is often 
of confiderable importance in the decifion. One of the largeft 
rocks, moved with the leaf force, that we have feen, evi- 
dently owes its motion te accident. It is avait mafs, fepa- 
sated from a mountain, where the fides, once contiguous, are 
evidently difcernible: we know two rocks which owe their 
motion to the effeéts of the tides; and it is remarkable, that 
thefe rocks reft on knobs like fome which major Rooke has 
figured, and whofe mobility is attributed to art. Natural 
hiftory muft, therefore, come to the aid of the antiquary; 
and the nature of the rocks, their fituation, and ‘the natural 
hiftery: of the adjoining country, will be required, before it 
will be eafy to ‘decide on the origin of their motion. Ih ge- 
neral, the Druids feem to have taken advantage of nataral 
circumftances, and the very little art which we perceive in 
any of their monuments, forbid us to look very deeply for the 
caufes of their choice, or for their execution, ‘The greater 
namber of thefe ftones, as far as we can judge from the ap- 
pearance of the plates, are indebted for their motion to their 
peculiar nature, and to accidental circumftances. ‘The oracular 
ttone is, however, very curious, and the effect is, in fome 
degree, artificial, We fhall extract our author’s account of it. 

«No. 7. reprefents an eaft view of a very fingular kind of mo- 
nument, which I believe has never been taken notice of by any 
antiquary. I think I may cal] it an oracular ftone, though it 
goes by the name of the Great Cannon. It refts upon a bed 
of rock, where a road plainly appears to have been made lJead- 
ing to the hole, which at the entgance is three feet wide, ‘fix 
feet deep, and about three feet te inches high. Within this 
@perture, on the right haad 3 is a round hole, two feet diameter, 
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pestoreted quite shrough the rock, fixteen feet, and running 
rom foyth to north. In the above mentioned aperture, a man 
‘might lay concealed, and predict future events to thofe that 
‘eame to confult the oracle, and is heard diftinétly on the north 
‘fide of the rock, where the hole is not vifible, This might 
make the credulous Britons think the predictions proceeded 
-folely from the rock deity. The voice on the outfide is as 
diftinGly conveyed to the perfon in the aperture, as was feveral 
times tried, The circumference of this rock is ninety-fix feet, 
_ * There is reafon to fuppofe, that people in the dark ages of 
Druidifm, imagined that the rock idols had a power of articu- 
dation. ‘* There is aremarkable ftory in Gisaldus Cambrenfis, 
which fhows, that the common people in his days, attributed 
the power both of {peaking and protedting to thefe facred rocks. 
There was a large flat ftone, ten feet long, fix wide, and one 
foot thick, which, in his time, ferved as a bridge over the ri- 
ver Alon, at St, David’s in Pembrokeshire. It was called in 
Britith leek Javar, that is, the fpeaking ftone, and the vulgar 
‘tradition was, that when a dead body was, on a time, carry- 
"ing over, this ftone fpoke, and with the ftruggle of the voice 
cracked in the middle, and the chink, from which the voice 
iffued, was then to be feen, In this fimple ftory, the remains 
of that part of the Druid fuperftition, of which we are treating, 
are clearly to be perceived.’ 


The curiofity of this quotation muft apologife for its length, 


The many articles of this volume that remain, will be exam- 
ined in a future Number. 





Elements of Natural Hiftory, and of Chemifiry. By M. de 
Fourcray. Tranflated into Englifb. With occafional Notes, 
and an Hiftorical Preface, by the Tranflator. 4 Vols. Svo, 
1/. 4s. in Boards. Robinfons. 


E ‘have been for fome time ynufually anxious to. pro- 

mote the ftudy and the progrefs of chemiftry in this 
kingdom, by pointing out errors in many publications, par- 
ticularly thofe which relate to medical chemiftry, and dire¢ting 
the attention of authors to thofe fyftems where they may ob- 
tain better,iaformation. After having taken the lead in fcience, 
England is left behind in chemical. enquiries ; and, though 
we boaft of many diftinguifhed chemifts, yet chemiftry is not 
generally ftudied: works of real utility are deformed by the 
grofleft errors ; and thefe, whofe, general knowlege is refpect- 
able, lofe the credit which they might have obtained by a 
flight atyention to this fubject. We have reviewed M. Four- 
croy’s works, in the order of their publication, from the firft 
English edition of the Lecons Elementaires, in our fifty-ninth 
volume, : The Supplementary Obfervations we confidered in 
the fixtieth, and the original of this new edition was fhortly 
noticed in the lait volume of our Journal, A work that wé 
recom~ 
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recommended, for we wifhed that it might be tranflated anew, , 
we cannot but approve of; and, from the ability which the 
tranflator has difplayed, we think it could not have fallen 
into better hands. His ideas are clear and precife ; his in- 
telligence extenfive, and his language neat. 

The part which we have tranflated, differs from the paflage 
in the tranflation before us, and from the original. In faét, 
it was taken from the preliminary differtation in another form, ° 
and differs rather in appearance than in reality. Of the errors 
which we noticed in that article, one only-is amended ; and, 
indeed, that part of the work muft have heen printed off be 
fore the appearance of our Number. The error which is altered 
jis that of the language rather than of the chemical opinions. 

The tranflator has executed his tafk very well; and indeed. 
the language of Fourcroy falls eafily into good Englih, We 
differ from him occafionally only in little words, and in a few 
circumftances, where the error arifes from a flight inadver- 
tency. In reviewing the few remarks that we made in com- 
paring different parts of thefe volumes with the original, we 
find them too trifling to mention, ‘ Precis’ is more properly 
an abfra@, than an account, Perhaps the modern. gaffes 
may be truly faid not to have ¢ al] the properties of air ;’ but 
Fourcroy obferves, that they have not in general its properties, 
In fhort, it would be unpleafing to the reader, difadvantageous 
to the tranflator, and highly difagreeable to ourfelves, to en- 
Jarge in this microfcopical kind of criticifm, in a work where 
the faults have no real importance, Chatoyant i is that kind 
of white which the eye of a cat aflumes in the dark: the tranf- 
lator obferves, truly, that there is no Englifh word for it; 
the idea is that of a femi-tranfparent whitenefs. 

In other views, this work will not, at prefent, form an 
object of very extenfive difcuflion. We gave a pretty full ace 
count of the firf edition ; of the memoirs of chemiftry, whofe 
fubftance is interwovef in the prefent volumes ; and a general 
plan of the changes in the prefent edition, with an outline of 
the preliminary differtation. Our chief objeét is, therefore, 
at prefent, the tranflator, the hiflorical preface, and the notes, 
Jn his preface we have a very neat, as well as a concife and 
correct view of the origin of the doctrine of a phlogiftic prin- 
ciple, and of the fatal wound which it received from M. La- 
yoifier,—a wound which, however, gave occafion to a new 
difcovery that, once eftablifhed, will have the moft extenfive 
infinvence; we mean, the com pofition of water. We fhall 
tranfcribe the firft accidental experiment that led to the fact of 
the compofition of this common element. 


‘ Previous to the month of Odtober, 1776, the celebrated 
Macquer, afiitted by M, Segaud de la Fond, made an experi- 
ment, 
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ment, by burning inflammable air in a bottle, without explo: 
fion, and holding a white china faucer over the flame. His 
intention feems to have been that of afcertaining whether any 
fuliginous fmoke was produced, and he obferves, that the fau- 
cer remained perfectly clean and white, but.was moiftened with 
perceptible drops of a clear fluid, refembling water, and which, 

in fai, appeared to him, and his affiftant, to be nothing bat 
pure water. He does not fay whether any teft was applied to 
earl this purity, neither does he make any remark on the 

The notes are either fhort corrections, faéts relating to 
‘Englith artifts, and works which the author has not' precifely 
underftood, or fometimes ‘flight elucidations. They are, in 
general, very proper; but, from their not being intelligible 
without the text, and from their concifenefs, they will not 
admit of fele&tion. ‘The theory of heat, as commonly under- 
ftood in England, is, however, given at fome extent, and the 
view is ftri@ly accurate, as well as clear and philofophical, 
To the note, p. 189. vol. I. we may reply, that Boerhaave, 
by boiling water, and then exhanfling its remaining air in the 
receiver of an air-pump, procured ice that funk in-water. 
We may alfo juft mention, at prefent, though we fhall have 
occafion to enlarge farther on it, that F. L. “Eaharmann has 
melted rock cryftal in a flame urged by a fine flream of dee 
phlogifticated air. What may we not expeét from a well- 
formed fpeculum, with the affiftance of the fame fluid? 

In the department of natural hiftory our author follows M. 
Daubenton’s fyftem, which, for accuracy and extent, is fupe- 
rior to any yet known: we have already had occafion to give 
fome account of it. To this part, the tranflator’s notes are 
ufeful and pertinent. — Though we cannot engage in a parti- 
cular defcription of the new paflages, we will {elect a {pecimen 
of the tranflation, and, for obvious reafons, we will feleé& 
what is obferved on the fubject of the calculous acid: its pro- 
perties are more diftinétly pointed out than in ‘any other che- 
mical author. 

¢ As'to the lithiafic acid, its properties, as far as they are at 
prefent known, 3. A concrete and cryftalline form: 2. Difhe 
cult folubility in water; and in much larger quantity in hot 
than in cold water: 3. It changes the nature of the nitrous 
acid, part of whofe oxygenous principle it abforbs, and then 
forms a teddifh deliquefcent mafs, colouring many bodies: 

» It.wnites with earths and metallic calces, forming peculiar 
fales, which M. de Morveau calls lithiafites of lime; of pot-afh, 
of foda, of copper, &c. 5. It prefers alkalisto earths: 6. It 
yields thefe bales io the moit feeble acids, even to that of chalk, 
which is the caufe of the infolubility of the calculus in cretas 
ecous 
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ceous alkalis. This laft charaéter is peculiar to the prefent 
acid ; however, there remains, as M. de Morveau well obferves, 
much to be done, refpecting the lithiafic acid; to which I may 
add, that it remains to be afcertained that it be not the modi- 
fication of fome other acid, as may be fufpected from the known 
refemblance between the faccharine and oxaline acids, as well 
as between the pretended perlate or ouretic, and the phofphorie 





acid. - 


«M. de Morveau thinks, that the arthritic concretions, which 
hyficians have fuppofed to be of the fame nature as the calculus 
of the bladder, are very different from that fubflance, ‘but he 
grounds his opinion only on certain experiments.of Scheneckius, 
Pinelli, and Whytt, which are far from poffefling the accuracy 
at prefent required in experimental philofophy ; and the obfets 
vations of Boerhaave, Frederick Hoffman, Springfield, Altton, 
Leger, &c. on the good effects of alkaline waters, foap, and lime- 
waters On the arthritic and calculous affections, appear to me 
more proper to afcertain the exiftence of an analogy between 
thefe two kinds of concretions, than the former are capable of 
difproving it. It muft, however, be allowed,-as M. de Morveau 
obferves, that experiment alone is fufficient to decide the quef- 
tion, which affords an additional proof of the great importance 
of chemical refearches in the art of medicine, and the advat- 
tages it promifes to that ufeful frience.’ 


On the whole, this muft be pronounced to be a valuable 
fyftem of the moft improved chemiftry, in an advantageous 
form ; and we cannot conclude without thanking the tranfla- 
tor * for the pains which he has taken to make it acceffible to 
the Englifh reader: we hope it will often fave us from the 
moft unpleafing tak of reproof. : 





Hiftorical Sketches of Civil Liberty; from the Reign of Henry 
the VIIth to the Acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart; with an 
Account of the Antiquity, Ufe, and Duty of Furies. Bevo. 
6s. in Boards. Robinfons. 

us Hiftorical Sketches af Civil Liberty are rather in- 

ftances of its occafional fubverfion: the hiftoriam, with 
no very cautious hand, delineates the condvé of fome of the 
moft defpotic tyrants whi¢h this nation has ever feen, together 
with the infamy of their bafeft inftruments. At the fame 
time he brings a few modern tranfaftions fo near to the older 
ones, that if he had not given a different explanation of the 
conduét of the aythors, we fhould have almott fufpected that 
he wifhed the reader to compare and apply them. The diffe- 
rent facts are fometimes coloured with a glowing pencil; but 
we have no reafon to think that they are mifreprefented: the 





* We have fume reafon to think the tranflator is Mr. Nicholfon, author 
ef an Introduction to Natural Philofophy, 


reflec- 
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“reflections are bold and pointed, but not in every inftance foo 
fevere. Some recollection, however, would foon fugeeft, that 
in efféntial circumftanees, our liberties are at prefent in no 
‘danger. The iteady oppofition to every attempt which may 
contribute to infringe them—the difgrace which attends thofe 
who prefume to circumfcribe the limits of the conftitution, as 
it has been condutted for the laft thirty years, are fufficient 
proofs that the prefent race are worthy of the ineftimable bleff- 
ings of a Magna Charta. While this remains uninfringed, 
the popular clamours refpecting the duration of parliaments, 
the,modes of election, and fimilar trifles, are, in our opinion, 
of little importance, If it be fuppofed that thefe trifles will 
lead to ferious things, yet, when we reflect on fome tranfactions, 
it will appear probable, that the moment in which a corrupt 
parliament fhall attack the facred palladium will undoubtedly 
“be the daft of its exiftence, unlefs public fpirit be firft fubdued: 
we fear, however, that it may be loft while confounded with 
fagtious clamour.—The hiftorical part of this work relates to 
the reigns of the Tudors, thofe princes who have ruled defpoti- 
cally in a conftitution free from defpotifm;—who have held 
the reins with the ftrongeft hands, and have had the good 
fortune of being praifed fometimes for faults little inferior to 
thofe which brought the unfortunate Charles to the fcaffold. 
We thall fele& the concluding part of our author’s character 
of Elizabeth. . It is well difcriminated, but too gentle. 

‘ confidering the reign of queen Elizabeth in a 
-great and political view, we have no reafon to regret many 
fubfequent alterations in the Englith conftitution. For, though 
in general the was a wife and excellent princefs, and loved her 
people—though in her time trade flouriihed and riches increafed, 
the laws were duly adminiftered, the nation was refpected a- 
broad and the people happy at home—yet the increafe of the 
power of the ttar-chamher, ‘and the erection of the high-com- 
miffion court in matters ecclefiattical, were the work of her 
‘reign. She alfo kept her parliaments at a very awful diftance, 
and in many particulars fhe, at times, would carry the prero- 
gative as high as her moft arbitrary predeceffors. It is true, 
fhe very feldom exerted this prerogative fo as’ to opprefs indi- 
viduals ; but itill the had it to exert: and therefore the felicity 
_of her reign depended more on her want of opportunity and 
inclination, than want of power to play the tyrant. This isa 
high encomium on her merit, but at the fame time it is fufh- 
cient to fhow, that thefe were not the golden days of genuine 
liberty ; for furely the true liberty of the fubje@ confifts not fo 
“aauch in the gracious behaviour, as in the limited power of the 
« fovereign.’ 

The other parts of the work relate to different queftions, 
connected with civil likerty, to the conduct of military gover- 
nors, 
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nors, whom our author dreads with all the horror which a’ 
good Englifhman would feel, when his deareft liberties are 


attacked, though in this inflance without a caufe’to excite 
his fears ;—to military members of parliament; the feudal’ 


fyftem ; the condu& of judges, &c. His apprehenfions are ever . 


alive: we hope that they will not be realifed. 

As the courfe of our obfervations has led us to purfue a re- 
trograde caurfe, we muft, at laf, make fome remarks on the 
Introduétion. It relates to the conftitution of Scotland, ‘the 
modes of electing members of parliament in that kingdom, 
and its forms of criminal and civil jurifprudence.—The con- 
ftitution of Scotland is ftill, in fome degree, feudal :—the 
influence of chieftains, and the power of the crown, is ftill 
felt in ele€tions ; and its legal inftitutions partake rather of the 
civil law, and the cuftoms of defpotic countries. than ofthe 
liberal fpirit of the laws of England, or a regard to the fafety 
and independence of the individual. Our author is warm in 
explaining the dangers and inconveniencies of this fyftem, as 
well as eager to reform it. He forgets that the human mind, 
accuftomed to-one bent, can with difficalty affume another, 
though a better dire€tion: he does not confider that indivi- 
duals, the bulk of the commonalty, muft feel that they de- 
ferve power, before they can exercife it; that they muft be 
able to provide for themfelves before they can fhake off the 
feudal fhackles. When Henry the VilIth crufhed the power of 
the barons, it was by raifing the commons to diftin@ion, who 
were enabled to aflume independence, in confequence of the 
increafing agriculture and commerce of that pacific reign. 
Scotland is now advancing faft towards the liberties of Eng- 
land, becaufe their manofadores; their agriculture, and, above 
all, their fifheries are thriving. 

On the whole, we mutt praife the author’s intentions rather 
than his execution. He is eager in the caufe of liberty, with- 
out that political fagacity which would enable him to point 
out the beft way of attaining it. Yet this, in an Englifhman, 
is an amiable error, if it be kept free from the clamours of 
party zeal.— While there are no marks of profound judgment 
in the work, there are few of elegance or force in the language. 
Tt is neatly correét, and often faultlefsly dull. 





A Colle&ion of Engravings, tending to iliuftrate the Generation 
and Parturition of Animals, ty Thomas Denman, M. D. 
Folio.. 165. 6d, Johnfon. 


WS Reciee defign of this fafciculus is to give a fpecimen of a 
great work, which may contribute to illuftrate the moft 
important animal functions, and which may be gradually in- 
creafed by fucceflive publications. Engraving, as Dr. Denman 
. ‘ obferves, 
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‘ebferves, multiplies drawings, as printing multiplies copies; bug 

the picture fpeaks to the eye, and its language is as general as 
the faculty. of vifion. This great defign is not, however, to be 
executed by one perfon: Dr, Denman requefts the afliftance 
of naturalilts of different countries; and, while the engravings 
are finifhed with the accuracy sich diftinguithes the prefent 
volume, while the expence is fo moderate, and fo greatly in- 
ferior to the excellence of the work, we have little doubt but 
philofophers will become eager contributers to it. Our author 
tells us, that his own collectign is not large, but the drawings 
are taken from nature; and they are confequently valuable: 
whatever may be the limits of his own life, the work will be 
carried on by Mr. Clark, of Queen-ftreet, Golden. Square, if 
he fhould furvive. 

The plates which compofe this number, are nine; and 
they relate to parturition and pregnancy: they are neither 
confined to the human fpecies, nor to the healthy flate. The 
explanations are concife, and they are printed in Latin and 
French; but, as there are no references, left the beauty-of the 
plates mighs have fuffered, they are calculated for proficients 
rather than ftadents, We own, that we with the plans of 
Haller and Albinus had been followed; and that out-lines, 
with the proper references, had accompanied the plates. We 
fhall, however, give a short account of the contents of this 
fafciculus, with fome remarks on the execution. 

The firft plate is mifcellaneous: there is a nut, in which 
the funis which connects the fharp end of the kernel to the 
broader end, which is again connected by the external mem- 
branes to the fhell, and to the tree, through the medium of 
the hufk, and of the foot-ftalk, is reprefented as an example 
of the frudtification of vegetables, We hope, however, that 
in fome future Number, this fobjeét will be ftill farther illuf- 
trated. Another reprefentation in the firft plate is the chry- 
falis of the phalezna Atlas: from its fize, the beautiful net- 
work of veffels expanded over its farface is peculiarly conf{pi- 
cuous. The third objec is the eggs of the cuttle-fth, which 
are collected into clufters, like grapes. 

. The fecond plate contains the ovaria of a frog, juft before 
the depofition of its contents. The left ovarium is turned 
afide, as by their bulk they would otherwile hide the uterus, 
and the origin of ihe ovaria. 

The third. plate fhows the ovarium of a hen, with an egg 
perfecied 1 in the infundibulum. | It is a correét rather than an 
elccant reprefentation ; but it is defigned as an illuftration of 
Fiarvey’s defcription, and is well adapted for thar parpote.: 

The fourth is a beautiful reprefentatiog of the uterus of a 
cow, with one of the cotyledons, and a portion of the mem- 

Nt ) e branes. 
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branes. Its objects to dluftrate. Harvey’s defcription of the 
changes in confequence of conception in the clafs of the pecora. 

The fifth is ao exquifitely delicate reprefentation of .three 
human abortions, in.a very early ftatée: one of thefe contains 
twiss; and, as the author juftly obferves, is the firft of the 
kind which has. been delineated. —The feptum between the 
twins is very confpicuous, though it is-afterwards more clearly 
prefented in a feparate ftate. 

The next. is a: morbid haman ovum: the fetus muft, from 
its fize, have died in a very early period of its exiftence,, The 
funis is varicous, as we fufpeét, though Dr. Denman confiders 
it as full of dropfical tumors; and the placenta itfelf is co< 
vered with tubercles or hydatids. 

We have never feen a drawing executed with fo mach deli« 
cacy and {kill as the feventh plate. The artift was a German, 
and his name was Hall: we preferve it with great pleafare. 
The fubje& is a2 human ovum in the third menth of preg- 
nancy, 

_ The eighth reprefents the uterus of 2 woman, who died in 
the a&t of parturition. The circumftances and the execution 
prejent nothing very:uoniual.. .. 

The laft plate ,eprefents the partition of the uterus, when 
there have been twins. We are not, however, informed» of 
what the partition confifts, we fuppofe of the decidua, Though 
we have fpoken of the plates as numbered, fince-in; this lan- 
guage they are more conveniently defcribed, yet each plate 
with its explanation is diftinét, that they may be afterwards 
arranged in the. form moi convenient, when the volume is 
completed. 

We have taken an early notice of this Number, becaufe we 
think its merit is very confpicuous, and becaufe we would 
aflitt the defigns of the very intelligent author, by contributing 
to make his plan more public. We heartily with him fuccefs. 





Chemical Obtfervations on Sugar. By Edward Righy, . 3um 
2s. Johnfon. 


We. have read thefe Obfervations with great pleafure:: > Ine 
deed, in Mr. Rigby’s effays we ufually.find inftruction 

and entértainment. Our author examines the fource of fugar 
in the vegetable, and traces. it in its fubfequent forms, till it 
becomes vinous fpirit and vinegar, when again he offers fome 
remarks on the means of recompofing it. With Morveau, he 
thinks fugar a kind of fulphur, whofe acid is concealed by 
phlogifton, and on that principle he explains its produd@ion,; 
in different circumftances: this is the opinion which we have 
ufually entertained ;.and though Mr. Kirwan led us to.opinions 
“- . fomewhat 
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fomewhat different, yet, as we had occafion lately to obferve, 
the difference was not confiderable. If, however, Mr. Rigby: 
had read that author’s effay, his own would probably have 
been more complete, and he might have attributed the fource 
of the acid, which he finds a difficulty in explaining, to the 
decompofition of water, whofe vital air, with the afliftance of 
light, would form the oxygenous principle of the faccharine 
acid. Mucilages alfo, which contain the facchariwe acid in 
difguife, are foluble in water, and may by this medium be 
conveyed to the plant. If we do not attribute the fuperior 
fweetnefs of the tropical fruits to the more luxuriant vege- 
tation, and confequently the greater perfection of the procefs 
of fructification, it will be found, that Mr. Kirwan’s theory 
will, imother refpects, facilitate the inveftigation. 

If we do not examine this treatife very particularly, it muft 
be.attributed to its containing faéts and principles which have 
been often the fubjeéts of our confideration in this Journal, 
rather than to difrefpeét for the author, or to any difference 
3n opinion from him. On the fubjeét of the revivification of 
fugar, we fhall tranfcribe a paflage which appears to us a very 
ftriking one. We have referred to Neumann, and find the 
quotation very correct. 


* Acetated lead, which is ufually called fugar of lead, and 
obvioully fo from its fweet tafte, may, I think, be confidered 
asa true fugar produced by the phlogiftication of the vegetable 
acid. This fubftance is the chryftallized folution of white 
lead in vinegar. The cerufe being an imperfect calx of lead, 
muft contain fome phlogifton, though, evidently, not enough 
to make it affume the metallic character. The falt thus pro- 
duced feems.then to be compofed of the calx of lead, of phlo- 
gifton, and of the acid. of fugar contained in the vinegar. 
By the union of the two latter, fugar is produced upon the 
general principles already advanced ; and though, in this in- 
itance, it is fo much impregnated with lead that it would be 
unfit for any‘of the purpofes for which fugar is ufed, yet its 
{weet tafte and another property which it poffefles, fufficiently 
evince-its truly faccharine ftate; for it is‘well known to che- 
mifts, though it has hitherto been very difficult to explain, 
that by digillation an inflammable {pirit may be obtained 
from ‘fugar of lead, and though, from the adventitious cir- 
cumftance of a metallic combination, it may differ, in fome 
of its principles, from. ardent fpirit obtained from pure fugar, 
by the double operations of fermentation and-diftillation, yet 
agreeing with it in the chief charatteriftic of that fluid, in- 
flammability, there can be little:doubt of its being in itfelf 
Gimilar, 3s well as derived from a fimilar {gurce, more. efpe- 
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elally as it is well known that inflammable fpirit cariiot “be 
obtained from a folution of lead in the vitriolic acid, or any 
other than the vegetable. | 

‘ The revivification of perfeétly metallic lead from the fugar 
of lead by heat alone; which is a well eftablithed chemical 
faét, is another proof that.the compound contains phlogifton, 
and confequently ftill more ftrongly favours the preceding con- 
jefture, that the fugar i is produced by its union with the veget- 
able acid of the vinegar.’ 


_ The confequences that may be drawn. from this fact, are 
humerous and important: it is not one of the leaft, that wine 
may probably be fweetened by phlogiftic procefles, without 
the danger of metallic impregnations. ‘The fumes of fulpbur 
we have feen often employed ; but, from. the manner in which 
it is wled, the great advantage feems to have been, that of ° 
checking fermentation. We own, however, that the oil of 
vitriol, the chief agent | in that operation, has not been equally 
fuccefsful ; and it is probable that the phlogiftic fumes may 
have fome effet. The other inftances in which fogar feems 
to be revived, though curious, are not of equal importance. 





Poems by William Whitehead, Efq. laie Poet Laureat, and Re- 
pifter and Secretary to the moft Honourable Order of the Bath. 
Vol. UI. To which are Ptr. Memoirs of his Life and 


Writings. By W. Mafon; M. A. 800. 4s. in Boards. Rob- 
fon and Clarke. 


T° the two volumes colleéted by the author, Mr. Mafon 

adds fome mifcellaneous pieces, publifhed fince the for- 
mer collegtion, and fome others which Mr. Whitehead thought 
proper at that time to omit. We need not examine poems 
long known, or appreciate a chara@ter which critics have al- 
ready decided on. To Mr. Whitehead they have allotted 
polithed neatnefs rather than fublimity ; ; arefined delicacy ra- 
ther than invention, In poetic fire,, he was not deficient; 
and, if he had not corrected with much coolnefs, he might 
have been admired for the occafional fplendor, as well as the 
more fteady illumination. His Odes, thefe tedious repetitions 
of courtly compliment, were often fpirited and poetical ; and, 
if his fucceffor fhiines with a brighter fire, or more varied 
imagery, he does not excel Mr. Whitehead in precifion, or 
the glofs, which is the effe&t of the limz labor et mora. 
The want of variety in the paufes of Mr. Whitehead’s lines, 
Mr. Mafon attributes, properly, to his afluming Mr. Pope | 
as his model, to his putting on the trammels of imitation 
Yor, LXV. March, 1788. N in 
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in the ftruéture of his verfe. The bolder energy, and thé 
more varied ftructure of the verfes of our elder poets were, for 2 
time, forgotten in the admiration of more polifhed verfifica- 
tion, of more luxuriant defcription, and a more elegant felec- 
tion of imagery. 

It is the Life of Mr. Whitehead that we muft tore parti- 
¢ularly examine: it is related by Mr. Mafon with great ¢le- 
gance and propriety, and illuftrated by poetic attempts of the 
different ras. Yet, in thefe paflages, which we fhould havé 
read with pleafure, as the dawnings of Mr. Whitehead’s fancy, 
or the teft of his acquifitions, the biographer has chofen to 
change fome trifling epithets, and has deftroyed the pleafure of 
aarking the progreflive improvements. It might be fuppofed, 
2 flight reflection would have told him that thefe fketches had 

“ho impofttance bat as thé effufions of the growing mind, and 

that a weak or mifapplied epithet of the author’s own was 
more valuable than the beft which the maturer experience of 
Mr. Mafon could have afforded; that if the verfés were of 
confequence, it was as mach for their faults as their éxcellen- 
cies. We remember having orice tequefted a poet of fome 
‘eminence, to colleét his juvenilé effufions, arid‘to place therh 
in-proper order :—after fome menths,; he came with much im- 
portance, and pleafure in his-countenance: I am fure,, fasd 
he, that you will be pleafed, for Ihave taken much pains in 
colleéting the different POeMSg. 3 and have alfo corrected them 
very carefully. —But to returh: 

Mr. Whitehead ‘was the fon of a baker of Cambridge, and 
the artificer of his own fortune. He was removed from 4 
fchool at Cambridge very early, to Winchefter: he was dif- 
tinguifhed in that feminary for poetical effufions ; but, by the 
force of intereft; was placed {o low on the roll, that it was 
fcarcely potlible tor him to iucceed to New College. His 
épiftle to fir Bryan Boughton, 

‘ though written, probably, after his betng difappointed of 
a removal to New Gollege, exprefies no degree of chagrin, but 
breathes that {pirit of contentment in his fitwation, which he 
‘retained through life, and which impreffes. fuch a pleafing. cha- 
aragter upon feveral of his poctical pieces, ‘vhere he fpeaks af 
himfelf.. His prizesverfes, already mentioned, have but little 
merit, if we deduct from them that of mere ealy verfification, 
which he feems to have acquired by feduloufly imitating Mr. 
‘Pope’s manner. Neither his fancy nor judgment appear to have 
tifen, in any degiée, equal to what, in common progrefs, might 
‘be expetted from a mind, which, a very few years after, exhi- 
‘bited both thefe qualities fo ftrikingly: His efforts at wit alfo 
“were now equally feeble ; and, on the whole, [ ain led to wonder 

ita his fchool-maiter fhould _ of any of his preaasice 
é wit 














Whitebead’s Poems, : 14g 
with raptute ; for among the many pieces written at that period, 
which I have perufed, I find only one that feems to indicate the 
future poet. | | 

‘ This, however, I think, would not have been the cafe, had 
he taken the verfification of Spenfer, Fairfax, Milton, and poets 
fimilar to them, for his model, rather than thé clofe and con- 
denfed couplets of Pope; for, in that way of writing, his fancy 
would have developed itfelf earlier, and, perhaps, have ob. 
tained greater ftrength and powers of exertion. But, though he 
had read Spenfer in his childhood with avidity, and was fully 
capable of catching his manner, yet the fathion of the time led 
him to exercife himfelf in that mode of verfification which was 
then (almoft exclufively of all others) efteemed the beft: for 
thofe writers which may be called of the Italian f{chool, were 
in no requeft, as Mr. T. Warton has well obferved in the very 
judicious preface to his late edition of the Juvenile Poems of 
Milton.’ | 

Mr. Mafon, with equal juftnefs and good fenfe, adds fome 
obfervations on that early maturity of genius, which gives 
the fond parent fo much delight, but which feldom prodaces 
any abundant harveft. Jt is a faét, that ftrong minds are not 
evolved early, that the fprightly forward boy is fcarcely ever 
confpicuous for force of judgment, or accuracy of inveltiga- 
tion. Swift, Dryden, and Newton, gave no early indications 
of excellence ; their youth was ftigmatifed by the opprobrium 
of dullnefs. We fhall tranfcribe fome lines from one of Mr. 
Whitehead’s firft produ€tions: we with the epithets had not 
been changed, ? 

‘ Twas night, and fleep with gently-waving wand, 

Sat foftly brooding o’er that monarch’s brow, 

Whofe waking nod could Judah’s realms command, 

Or deal deftruction to the frighted foe, 

Great David’s fon—But at this, tranquil hour, 

No dreams of ftate difturb’d his peaceful bed, 

To nobler heights his thoughts unfetter’d foar, 

And brighter vifions hover round his head. 

Let meaner kings by mortals guard their ftate; 

Around his facred couch aérial legates wait.’ 


In thefe lines, however, there is a precifion and neatnefs, 
which make us think that they have undergone more than one 
correction. 

On the death of *his father he returned to Cambridge, and 
was admitted a fizar at Clare-Hall. At this place he formed 
thofe literary connections, which were the firft fteps to his fame 
and fortune. From this retreat he was drawn to become the tutor 
of ‘lord Jerfey, and Mr. (afterwards general) Steevens :—-Hé 
went to Italy and France as the tutor of lord Jerfey and lord 
Harcourt, He returned with them to England, was made poet 
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Jaureat, and refided with his noble pupils, though chiefly with 
lord Jerfey, In the calmnefs of his retirement, his different poems 
were produced. * Not urged by hunger or requeft of friends,” 
he wrote flowly, but correAly: he polifhed his lines with 
care, and feldom hazarded thofe fublimer flights which judg- 
ment did not approve, or reafon’ could not juftify. Strada 
would. have dfawn him as collecting flowers about the middle 
of Paraflus, preferving their hwes with anxious care, and 
arranging them, with unwearied affiduity, to the beft advan- 
tage. Mr. Mafon gives a catalogue of his works, with fome 
remarks and incidents of the poet’s life, conné&ed with the 
publication.. The catalogue we need not tranfcribe, as we have 
already reviewed the two volumes in our XXXVIIth Vol. 
p.199- Fo Mr. Mafow’s remarks we muft pay fome attention. 

There is one trait of the biographer, which, as it occurred 
éaily, and again appeared at the end, was particulasly confpi- 
cuous, an antipathy—it is fcarcely too flromg a term—to Dr. 
Johnfon, a diflike, which a variety of opinion on philological 
fubjeéts, or the character of a poet, would fcarcely juitify. 
We fhall tranfcribe the firft paflage, which relates to Pope’s 
Epiftle from Eloifa to Abelard. 

‘ — it is not the ftory itfelf, wor the fympathy it excites in 
us, as Dr. Jobnfon would have us think, that conftitutes the 
principal merit of that incomparablé poem. It.is the happy 
ufe he has made of the monaftic gloom of the Paraclete, and 
of what I will call papiftical machinery, which gives it its ca- 
pitahcharm ; fo that F am almoft inclined to wonder (if J could 
cvonder at any 6f that writer's criticifms) that he did not take 
notice of this beauty, as his ov fuperfiitious turn certainly mult 
have given him more than a fufficient relifh for it.’ 

The fit rifes to fo great a height at the end, that the author 
foars to metaphor : bat though we may allow of *¢ rntelle@ual 
indigeftion,’ wé want an interpreter for‘ unconcoéted tafte.’ In 
reality, we are forry to fee am elegant efflay, and a judicious 
ee, deformed by fplenetic effufions. That Dr. Johnfor 

wanted tafte to difcriminate the nicer beauties of compofition ; 
that he wanted the feeling to which poetic fire is chiefly di 
fected ; that, above al! he! feems to have been occafionally di- 
verted from the sith “of criti¢ifm by political diflike, or 
iometimes, as we fufpeé, in the Life of. Gray, by perfonalk 
antipathy, may be allowed. But, after every thing difad- 
vantageous is detracted, his critical merit will be confiderable ; 


and, while we fhould«@xpect Mr. Mafon to be difpleafed with’ 


fome parts of his conduct, we are. forry for his intemperate 


warmth, and his indifcriminate condemnation. The political 
gloom, which dimmed the fire of Milton,’ in the critic’s eye,’ 
cannot 
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cannot furely have obfcured the merits of Johnfon in the 
mind of our biographer. Fr 

Mr. Whitehead himfelf was more placable, and his mild 
unoffending nature is one of the moit amiable features of his 
mind. He expunged fome lines in his Effayon Friendfliip, when 
he had’reafon to fear they would be confidered as rcfleGing 
on the fickle attachment of fome of his earlier friends: to the 
numeroys ‘ licks at the laureat,’? he made only a good-hu- 
mouredgfply, in the * Pathetic Apology for all Laureats, patt 
prefent, and to come;’ and even this was circulated only 
among his friends *, The attacks of Churchill were more 
fevere, more pointed, more fatal. Yet even to him the re. 
turns are fketches, in general candid, and fometimes good- 
humoured. We fhali tranfcribe four lines: 


‘ So from his common-place, when Churchill ftrings 
Into fome motly form his demn’d good things; 

The purple patches every where prevail, 

But the poor work has neither head nor tail,’ 


There are two other paflages en different papers,—perhaps, 
jn the heat of refentment, intended to form a poem, and, in 
the moment of good-natured reflection, configned to oblivion. 

Our biographer’s criticifm on the Roman Father of Mr, 
Whitehead, is equally correct and beautiful. ‘Though we have 
tranfcribed much, we mutt beg for a little farther indulgence, 


‘ There are different poetical exertions peculiarly appropri- 
ated to every different fpecies of poetical compoiition ; but to 
the drama furely belong all the following: a fluent and well- 
cadenced verfification, with a variety of panfe, as feduloufly 
ftudied as in that fpecies of blank verfe which is employed jn 
the beft defcriptive poetry : for though, by the frequent admif- 
fion of eleven-fyllabled lines, the tragic fiyle obtains a fuperior 
degree of freedom, yet diverfifed paufes are as effential to this 
as to the other ; and though, as being calculated for recitation, 
it may take greater liberties in point of accentuation, yet a 
general rhythm, and the laws on which it is founded, ould 
never be infringed, except for the fake of peculiar energy. 
Again, the tragic ftyle admits, nay, I think, demands the ufe 
of ftrong images, metaphors, and figures; it cannot, indeed, be 
truly impaflioned without them ; and while it difcards unmeane 
ing epithets, fhould be liberal of thofe that add force and vigour 
to the fentiment. Shakfpeare, 1 am fure, gives full authority to 
this, as well as to the former affertion. We can hardly turntoa 
fingle paffage among that infinite number, which, in his works, 
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* We were furprifed at an error in this poem, at leaft we fufpec it to be 
an error, ‘attend like Satellites on Bayes.’j 


N 3 we 














1 $2 Whitehead’s Poems. 


we pronounce fuperlatively fine, that is not even crowded with 
them: and yet} while the application of two together, to one 
and the fame fubffantive, is among the moft diftinguifhing marks 
of this great mafter’s phrafeology, it has,.of late, become a 
fafhion to decry the ufe of epithets entirely. Similes, indeed, 

unlefs exprefled with extreme concifenefs, have been juftly re- 
probated ; but, of fim iles thus exprefled, no more copious fund 
is to be met with than in the works of this poet. When WF ake 
defcription holds the place of fenf,’? and, what is worfe, of paflion, 
it is, indeed, of all other things, the moft abhorrent to the 
genius of dramatic language ; and when fentiment too is not 
conveyed in a condenfed energy of phrafe, it tends greatly to 
difguft, not only the fpectator, but the reader. Yet, on thefe 
accounts, to exterminate either the one or the other, is what 
no true critic would attempt.’ 

On the whole, we have viewed, with great pleafure, this 
pleafing portrait of an amiable man, fketched with much 
judgment and fidelity, by an intelligent friend. Mr. Mafon 
may defpife our praife; yet, as we have told him his faults 
with freedom, we can add with great readinefs, that the good 
fenfe, and good talte, with the judicious reflections in this 
biographical effay, render it not only valuable in itfelf, but a 
weil adapted appendage to the three volumes of Mr. White- 
head’s works; and, as the one may truly be ftyled a claffic 
poet, the other may add to his poetical honours, the well, 
earned title of a claflical biographer. 

The poems in this pofthumous volume, already publifhed in 
a feparate ftate, are, Variety, a, Tale, for Married People :— 
the Goat’s Beard, a fable:—Venus attiring the Graces. 
Thofe not before publifhed, befides the different fketches quoted 
in the Life, are Verfes on the late Improvements at Nuneham, 
the feat of the ear] of Harcourt, printed in a private and 
more accurate impreffion of the Oxford Guide :—Verfes ad- 
dreffed to Lady Nuneham, on the Death of her Sifter. Thofe 
published in other forms are, the Battle of Argoed Llwyfain, a 
poem of Talieffin, inferted in Jones’s Hiftorical Account of the 
- Welch Bards ; — different Birth-day Odes, written fince the col. 
lef&tion of the two volumes in 1774: and Obfervations on the 
Shield of Zneas, firft publifhed in Dodfley’s Mufeum, and after- 
wards annexed to Dr. Warton’s, and Mr. Pitt’s tranflation of 
Virgil. We need not add, that thefe additional poems do not, im 
any degree, detract from the merit of their author. The prefent 
editor has followed Mr. Whitehead’s example; and, inflead 
of inferting all the odes, has felected only thofe which, with 
the afliftance of fome friends, whofe tafte in lyrical compofition 
he « could depend on’, were moft approved. 

PraGical. 
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Pra&ical Obfervations on Venereal Complaints. By F. 8 suediauns 
M.D. The third Edition, corre&ed and enlarged. To which 
are added, an Account of a new Venereal Difeafe whith has 
lately appeared in Canada; and a Pharmacopaia Syphilitica, 
Svo. 45. fewed. Elliot. 


¥ YHEN we have praifed a work in-general, we do not 

mean to infinuate, that it contains no faults; and, 
while-we think an author very commendable, it feldom hap- 
pens but that, if we examined him clofely, we fhould find, 
that he often differed from.us in opinion. ‘To this caufe it is 
owing, that we have received many bocks with favour, which 
have, in fome refpects, difiered from each other; that we 
have thought well of Dr. Swedicur’s firft edition, though we 
have praifed alfo Mr. Hunter’s Treatife: nay, we ftill can 
approve of the prefent work, though it attacks Mr. Hunter 
feverely, and commends the criticifms of Mr. Jeffe Foot. In 
this there is in reality no contradiétion : neither is unexcep- 
tionable ; and we could demonftrate to Dr. Swediaur, that, if 
we.were to follow him ftep by ftep, we could find, in his prefent 
work, many deféés. His criticifm on Mr. Hunter is, in 
many refpects, extremely faftidious, and, in fome inftances, it 
relates to the moft difputed points of practice, in which two of 
the profeffion could fcarcely be found to agree, without fome 
exceptions, 

As the prefent Obfervations contain an attack on Mr. Hun- 
ter, we could not well avoid making thefe remarks, to ward off 
the fufpicion ef inadvertency or contradiion on our fide.. We 
muft examine this work more minutely than we ufually do a 
third edition, not only becaufe it is much enlarged, but becaufe’ 
the additions are curious and valuable. In our account of the 
former edition (Vol. LVII, p. 17.) we gave fome hints of the 
expectations which we formed of Dr. Henfler’s work, by 
which the difputed point, relating to the antiquity of the ve- 
nereal difeafe, was to be afcertained, It is now, we find, 
publithed: but, for ‘the complete evidence from. hiftorical 
facts,’ we are referred to this German work, publifhed at Al- 
tona. If we had known nothing of the fubject of this volume, 
but from the indifcriminate praifes of Dr. Swediaur, we fhould 
have fuppofed that the whole difpute was fettled. We were, 
however, furprifed to find, from other authorities, that the 
great foundation of Dr. Henfler was the faéts from Luifinus 
and Aftruc. Let us, however, afliit Dr. Swediaur, and ob- 
ferve, that the principal novelties in the German work are, an 
account of the Treatifes of Conrade Schellig, and John Wid- 
Maan (Salicetus}. Thefe are tuppofed by Attruc to be lot:— 
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yet Schellig cannot, by any ingenuity, be traced back farther 
than 1495, and the earlieft Widman (for there were two of 
that name) we can find, ‘is in 1s01. “The former is faid to 
have ufed mercury and warm bathing for the complaint, but 
unfortunately: does not mention the ufual mode of propagat- 
ing it. The latter, é¢ is /aid, obferved the difeafe from 1457. 
We own that, without much nioré decifive evidence than we 
poflefs, we regard both the one and the other 4s of little con- 
fequence, Dr. Swediaur can only convince us by a tranflation 
of the work, which, if it be fo valuable as he reprefents, and 
as we really believe it to be, deferves to be better known, 
Its value is not, however, in the hiftorical parts, though the 
- treatifes of Salicetus and Schellig, with fome others, are fub- 
joined in the additamenta.’ Since; from various enquisits, we 
have long fince fuggefted our fufpicion, that the difeafe is 
really not of American origin*, we cannot be fufpected to 
have been influenced in our account of Dr. Henfler’s work, 
by any prejudice. We have wifhed for one well authenticated 
fa&t of the difeafe, previous to 1493 ; but we mutt confefs 
that we have not yet foundone. 
In other refpeéts, this third edition is rendered much more 
valuable: many new fag}s are ftated with accuracy, new modes 
of cure are mentioned, with the foundation or authority for 


different new remedies. We fhall tranfcribe a fhort pailage of 
this kind. 


¢ My friend Dr. “Winterl, profeffor of botany at Buda in 
Hungary, difcovered Jately, that the inhabitants in the confines 
of Turkey cured themfelves of the lues in all its flages by a de- 
coétion of the aftragalus exfcapus.—~The infpiffated juice of the 
yapaver fomniferum, known under the name of opium, by fuc- 
ceffive increafed dofes from one to twélve or fixteen grains ina 
day, firft propofed for a trial by Dr. Nooth, has proved very 
fuccefsful in the great military hofpital at ‘New York. But 
how far all thefe medicines do or may fucceed without mercury, 
E am not able to decide. So much it feems ‘to be certain, 
that the lues is in general much eafier cured in warm climates, 
when properly treated, than in cold ones. A decoction of the 
bark of prunus padus has been Jately found very efhcacious, 
efpecially when joined with the ufe of mercury, in many violent 
and inveterate venereal complaints, by Dr. Biornlund, phyfi- 
cian in Sweden; and an account of them has-been inferted in 
the Swedith Philofophical Tranfactions for 1784.’ 


A new chapter is on a kind of venereal difeafe, which has 
lately appeared in Canada. It is fomewhat like the fibbens of 





* Perhaps it is not commonly known, that the original of Quack 
(quackfaiver) came from a fimilar German word quackfalber—the name of 


quickfilver, from the indifcriminate ufe af this metal in fy philis by itinerant 
pray Ritioners. : 3 | 
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the Scotch, a diforder certainly not owing to a combination of 
itch and the venereal djfeafe, We thall tranfcribe the defcrip- 
tion, which very much refembles the account which the phy- 
ficians of the fixteenth century gave of the fyphilis. 


‘It firft manifetts itfelf generally by little ulcers on the lips, 
tongue, and infide of the mouth ; rarely in the genitals. Thefe 
Jittle ulcers are of a very corrofive nature, and were obferved 
in many children to have nearly deftroyed the tongue, Th 
firft appear in the form of little puftules, filled with a whitity 
purulent matter; the poifon of which is fo infeftive, that it 
communicates by eating with the fame fpoon, drinking out of 
the fame mug, by fmoking tobacco with the fame pipe; nay, 
it is even Obferved, that it is communicated by linen, cloth, &c. 

‘ This poifon being abforbed from the*ulcers, or as it bftert 
happens, originally abforbed without any external fymptome 
whatever, breaks out afterwards either in large uleers, or ma- 
nifefts itfelf by violent nocturnal pains of. the‘ bones, The 
ulcers breaking out in the skin or mouth, diminifh the pain 
of the bones. Thefe fymptoms are often accompanied with 
buboes under the arm- -pit, in the throat or groin; which fome-. 
times inflame and fuppurate, at other times remain hard and 
indolent. Some patients feel pains in different parts of the 
body, which increafe during the night-timg, or when they take 
fome violent exercife. This is the fecond ftage of the diforder. 

‘In the third ftage, tetters, itching crufts, or ulcers, appeat 
coming and going in different parts of the body, The bones 
of the nofe, palatum, cranium, clavicula, tibia, arm, and hand; 
grow carious, or tophi appear in feveral of thefe bones. At laft, 
pains of the breaft, cough, lofs of appetite, fight, hearing, 
imell, and falling off of the hair, clofe the fcene before death, 
—Sometimes all thefe {ymptoms appear at the very beginning 
Of the difeafe.’ 


Tt lurks in the conftitution many years, without giving any 
figns of its prefence ; and fometimes even continues after the 
fymptoms have appeared without any manifeft exacerbations.—» 
It is cured, like fyphilis, by diaphoretics and alterants, parti 
larly by mércury. 
 » The Pharmacopeia Syphilitica contains a materia medica 5 
_atable of the preparations of mercury ; and a defcription of. 
“compounds, The author, with a facility, perhaps pardon- 
able, admits every medicine which has been mentioned, and 
many compounds which are only proper under the direétion: 
of a fagacious prattitioner. ‘The pharmacopeia is, however, 
very properly, in Latin; and by ufing the Linnzan names of. 
vegetables, as well as the chemical terms of Bergman, the 
prefcriptions would not be underftood by many even of the 
faculty. Morveau has ms 30 a new language, and we dif- 
Mies criminate 
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eriminate his late one by the name of Bergman, who firft ree 
eommended it publicly, for the fake of a proper diftinétion, 
though-at the expence of ftri& propriety. Many different for- 
mulz of the Lifbon diet-drink are inferted, clogged with nue 
gierous articles, though feemingly not more efficacious than 
that publifhed in the Medical Obfervations. 

~ On the whole, this work does the author great credit. The. 
collection is valuable, becaufe the fources from which the dif- 
ferent parts are taken, are with difficulty procured, and the 
Opinions are the refult of much experience and attention. We 
would repeat more ferioufly,. that a tranflation of Dr. Henfler’s 
work would be received with great pleafure. 





Pradical Obfervations on the Natural Hiffory and <are of the 
Venereal Difeafe. Vol. I..and Ll. By Zebu Howard, Sur- 
. geon.. 8vo. 325. Baldwin. 


ME: Howard we are not unacquainted with: his Traé& on 

the ‘Medical Properties of Mercury,’ we ‘reviewed in 
our LIVth Vol. p. 482. and it is the defign of thefe vo- 
fumes to enforce, with more extenfive and particular argu- 
ments, the deétrines contained in that little work. Our 
author, engages, in his prefent attempt, with the advan- 
tages of fome erudition and extenfive practice. He examines 
many. parts of his fubjeft, which are fometimes curforily 
pafled over; and his arrangement, though new, is fufficiently 
clear and perfpicuous. We were pleafed to fee that a pupil 
and an admirer of Mr. Pott*was not the antagonift of Mr. 
Hunter: the difputes which the doétrines of that author have 
excited, were running faft. into a contention on the merits of 
the feveral leaders. Mr. Howard can praife the author of the 
Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, though he occafionally dif- 
fers from him; and we can* praife: Mr, Howard, though we 
do not adopt all his opinions. In a work fo popular as our’s, 
decorum has prevented us from enlarging on fubjeéts of this 
kind, and we have been led into inconveniencies in confequence 
of it. We muft, therefore, be a little more diffufe than 
we have formerly been, though the fame reafon will prevent 
us from fo clofe an examination of thefe Obfervations as their 
real merit would allow. The language of the author is diffule, 
and this will make our article difproportionably fhort. 

Mr. Howard’s plan isa little fingular: he confiders fir the 
general infeéion, as he thinks the gonorrhcea to be a different 
difeafe, or at leaft a modification and a new form of the origi- 
nal. difeafe... He, in the fubfequent pages, feems to doubt 
whether the matter of a gonorrhoea by inoculation, would pro- 
duce: fyphilis, The = original fource of the general in- 
fection 
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feGtion is a chancre, for even the bubo, he fufpects, is partly 
produced by the healing of the chancre fuddenly ; and that, 
without the interpofition of medicine, the virus would be com~ 
municated to the general fyfiem, in a gradual and pnpers 
ceived manner. It is pretty certain, that the earlieft authors. 
do not mention the bubo, and that the gonorrhoea was not de- 
fcribed till thirty years after the appearance of the original 
difeafe. ‘ The caufe of this variation we cannot explain; but, 
after a minute attention to every argument, and every experi- 
ment that have been fuggefted, we confefs that we agree in 
the common opinion, that thefe are different forms of the fame 
difeafe; that, in one inftance, the complaint is local, in the 
other general. But it is enough, at prefent, to ftate the foun- 
dation of Mr. Howard’s arrangement. 

After preliminary obfervations on the periods of the appear- 
ance of the different fymptoms, and the condué of fome of 
the early practitioners, our author defcribes particularly the 
different kinds of chancres. It feems to have been the ancient 
@pinion, and we have known it fupported by fome moderns, 
that if the chancre is deftroyed, the difeafe is crufhed in its 
bud. Mr. Howard believes only that the poifon would be con- 
veyed into the fyftem, without an inflammation of the inter 
yening glands; and the opinion we have alluded to is not 
only moft dangerous and deftructive, but given up by the belt 
practitioners. ‘The chancre, in its different forms, chancrous 
excoriation, the venereal bubo, and the phymofis, are only 
primary fymptoms. ‘The termination of the chancre is in 
eruption, difpofition to fore throat, and nodes. ‘The bubo, 
which is mentioned in this fection, is the fwelling which comes 
on without the appearance of chancre; but we own, that we 
have fome doubts whether bubo ever appears without the pre- 
ceding fymptom: it is well known, that, in many inftances, 
jt is almoft impoffible to afcertain unexceptionably, that a 
puitule has not exifted. 

The fecondary fymptoms are, in our author’s opinion, in- 
fluenced by the operation of the remedy. Their order, or 
their fucceffion, is by no means regular. The fymptoms de- 
fcribed under this title, are’neglected chancres or bubos, ver- 
ruce, ulcerations of the mouth, kin, and tongue, ophthalmia, 
farcocele, rhagades, later eruptions and nodes, difeafes of the 
joints, ozena, and heétic. 

Nodes he feems to confider as affections of the periof- 
teum, fimilar to the eruptions of the fkin, and, in fome mea- 
fure, to be influenced by mercury; they are flight elevations 
of the periofteam, which fuppurate, and feparate that mem- 
brane from the bone, « After having obferved that there are 
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awo fpecics, the fofter pufty, and the circumfcribed tophaceogs 
nede, he goes on, 


* Molt frequently the difeafe is confined to the periofteum ; 
and upon the introduction. of a proper quantity of mercury, in 
2 proper manner, the tendernefs, pain, and pufiinefs of the one 
dpecies ; the pain, hardnefs, elevation, and circumbfcribed ap- 
pearance of the other, go off entirely. But in the laft fpecies 
zt fometimes happens, that though the faireit and moft judicious 
uife of the remedy may have been adopted, and though the pain 
and other concomitant venereal fymptoms may have “ceafed, yet 
the elevation {till continues and feems to have acquired the foli- 
dity of bone. This I call an exoftofis; it was, no doubt, orie 
ginally a venereal affe@tion of the nodous kind, perhaps of the 
periofteum-ouly; but which, by the long continuance of the 
diieafe, or by the concurrent ‘operation of circumftances to me 
anknown, is become at length an affection of the bone itfelf. 
And the diftinction which | would make between node and ex- 
oftofis is this, that the one is a venereal affection of the periofteum 
covering the bone; the other an excrefcence, or expanfion of 
she bony plates themfelves ; proceeding, however, either from 
@ previous nodous affection of the pertofteum, or from the long 
continuance of the difeafe. When a colleétion of venereal mat- 
ter has continued long on the furface of any bone, it gradually 
infinuates itfelf into its very fubltance. Thus from the furface 
#t may extend to the diploe; thence to the inner table of the 
eraniem ; and from the outer to the inner, cancellous parts of 
fuch a bone as the tibia, &c. and in this way render the bones 
of each part completely carious. A venereal nade, wherever 
fituated, may be always known by the nature of the pain pre 
¢eding or. attending its formation; like fome other venereal 
pains, it is fometimes felt by day as well as by night: but the 
violence of the paroxy{m (if I may be allowed that expretlion) 
Jafts principally during the fore or middle parts of the nights 
However it is at other times more completely nocturnal; thé 
patient either feeling no pain by day, or fuch a flight degree 
of it as is.difregarded,’ ~ 

The anomalous fymptoms are thofe which are not decifively 
venereal ; ; and feveral cafes are related, where the difeafe put 
On various appearances. The only method of determining 
feems, i in Mr. Howard’s opinion to be, employing the fpecific 
jn its‘whole force. Indeed, this is not quite decifive; for, 
after a full mércurial courfe, many ulcers will not heal that 
really were venereal, and will then yield to bark, farfa, or to- 
pical remedies, which they had refifted before. So that, at 
at lealt, the original fource of the difeafe will not be detected 
by ‘this means. » 

On the hiflory of gonorrhtea or of bubo, we need make nq 
semarks, As it is omitted, however, in our article of Dr, 
Swediaar’ s work, we may obferve, that the ftory of the difeafe 
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fiyled the brenning and the apegalle, as well as the epitaply 
of the perfon who is faid to have died of the peftis inguinaria, 
previous to 1493, cannot, ftom the other parts of the hiftory, 
relate to this difeafe. It is of more confequence to obfervey, 
with our author, the eonfent between the internal furface of 
the urethra, and the external part of the glands and prepuce 
A ftriking inftance of the tranflatron of the inflammation of the 
urethra to the prepuce producing a chordee ; and again, from 
the external to the internal, is related very carefully, and we 
believe faithfully. 


‘ The different inflammations, arifing from metaftafis in this 
difeafe, have been fuppofed to originate in a tranflation of mat- 
ter. But, as has been already hinted, I muft rather attribute 
them to an acquired mobility of the nervous power of the parte 
affected. But whether that mobility be morbid, that is, vene- 
real, or not; or whether it be generated by inflammation, is 
difficult to fay. The metaftafes in gonorrhoea very much re- 
femble the tranflations of inflammation which occur in fome 
habits from eryfipelas, gout, and rheumatifm—difeafes in 
which the exiftence of a fpecific matter has, with great reafon, 
been doubted. 

‘ The tranflation in a gonorrheea fometimes takes place much 
later inthe difeafe than in the inftance given above. It is no’ 
uncommon thing for a fudden rednefs and inflammation to at 
tack the glans, whilft the natural means of cure, the running, 
is going on from the urethra: if this inflammation is confider- 
able and continues, the difcharge from the urethra may ceafez 
remove this affection from the glans, and the original difea 
returns to its former feat. There is, therefore, a confent he- 
tween the glans externally, and the furface of the urethra in- 
ternally, and the inflammation and increafed fecretion of the 
one part may be readily transferred to the others In like man- 
ner 1 have known the. metaftafis firft fhew itfelf on the tefticle 
and epidydimis, prodacing hernia humoralis; then leave thefe 
parts and appear on the fkin of the fcrotum; and laftly, though 
the running has been either partially or totally ftopped for a 
time by the inflammation, yet it has returned again to the 
urethra. This fecondary running, after hernia humoralis, is 
venerally obftinate; and continues with great permanency to 
teafe the patient, and feldom leaves him till the tefticle and 
épidydimis are nearly reduced. It is in fhort the natural ter- 
mination of this inflammatory affection, and fhould not there- 
fore be checked.’ 


We point ont the faéts and remarks, not to obferve that 
this metaftafis is a conftant; or even a frequent event, but to 
induce praétitioners to attend to it. Much lefs are we willmg 
to follow our author, when lie endeavours to reft on it as an 


argament which will fhow the difference between the gonor- 
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theea and fyphilis. He draws no other important confequence 
from it, in which from different motives we fhould not agree 
with him. He would, like every prudent practitioner, give 
mercury in gonorrhoea, and treat the inflammation of the 
teftis, in confequence of the fuppreflion of the difcharge, by 
relaxants only. 

In other refpects, he defcribes very carefully the gonorrhoea 
in all its varieties, and traces, with much exaéinefs, its difs 
ferent confequences. 

The firft volume concludes with remarks on difeafes con- 
nected with fyphilis; and, in this part of his work, Mre 
Howard introduces*an opinion, that it arofe from the confine- 
ment of the Moors, previous to their expulfion fram Grenada, 
The leprofy was common. with them, and their want of clean- 
linefs,- added to the virulence of the difeafe, may; he thinks; 
have produced the fyphilis. If we mait account for its origin 
independent of its being an endemic, we may attribute it to 
a chemical union of two morbific matters, of an aflimilating 
frature. Leo Africanus is pofitive that the Moors from Spain 
carried it into Africa; if fo, it cannot have been brought 
from America by Columbus; but it does not’ follow that it 
is the offspring of leprofy. "The difeafes feem to us to have 
ho connection, and our author’s analogy 1s a very diftant one. 

With gout there is a nearer copnedtion ; and we have feen 
inflammations and difcharges from the urethra, fo perfeéily 
efembling gonorrheea, from mifplaced gout, that it was im- 
pofiible to diftinguifh the difference. We know the little de- 
pendence that can be placed on patients’ affertions in thefe 
complaints ; bet the fact was decided by the diicharge refifling 
every remedy, till a fit of gout came on, and then cealing fpon- 
taneoully. Wé knew too “of a venereal affection rapidly cured 
by mercury ; but it was followed by a fit of gout, and we believe 
the Gnptoms originated from it. Scorbutic eruptions, and 
icrophulous difcharges fometimes affect alfo the urethra, by me- 
tailaiis., Murray’s Treatife ‘ de Materia Arthritica ad verenda 
aberrante,’ in the fecond volume of his Opufcula, is a very 
valuable one; and fome faéts in it lead us to fufpect, that 
when our author {peaks of regular gout keeping off {wellings 
of the proftate, it is more probable that the gout, become 
irregular, had fixed on that part. We would ftrongly recoms 
mend Murray’s Eflay to his attention. 

The fecond volume commences with general obfervations on 
the different preparations of mercury, and with fome jaft re: 
marks on the difference of their effects, chiefly as connected 
with their different folubility: Mr. Howard mentions a fingle 
in tance of falivation from Plummer’s pill :—we have met with 

, many 3 























Howard's Natural Hifory, &c..of the Venereal Di feafe. ig 


tiany ; but we agree fully with, him, in thinking this medicine 
inadequate to the cure of lues, It may, indeed, be-ufed 
with advantage in the advanced ftages of pregnancy, to pres 
vent the difeafe from gaining, ground, till more active mea- 
fures can be employed. Beyond this point we have found: no 
good ground to truft it as an antivenereal. ‘There are alfo 
fome jut remarks againf trufting to a fingle mercurial: it is 
often neceflary, we well know, to try numerous preparations; 
though, if any fingle one deferves the preference, itis the 
‘Ointment, with the method,of fri€tion. We have long: fince 
returned to this old pra¢tice, and we.believe that practitioness 
in general begin to perceive its utility to be greater than that 
of any other method. Mercury, divided by trituration, is 
2ifo often ufeful; and, as the many old medicines, with pro- 
per attention, may be made to.produce.a fufficient change, we 
‘muft confefs, that.we cannot fpeak, from extenfive experience 
of the newer forms in which mercury has been exhibited. _ - 
We differ fomewhat from Mr. Howard on the fubjeét of 
falivation: we are: convinced, that fome difcharge from the 
mouth.is neceflary, and think that the mere. alterative courfe, 
without any affetion of the gums, is. a dangerous refinement 
to gratify a timid race, at the. expence..of their conftitution 
and future health. We differ, however, about the degreé, and 
think thata difcharge from a pint to,a pint and half per,day, 
has fully anfwered every purpofe; nor have we feen the fala- 
tary changes take place fo decidedly on the coming: on’ ef fali- 
vation, as Mr. Howard feems to have.done,, unlefs, the faliva- 
tion be fuppofed..to.take place from; the firft rednefs of, the 
gums. Our author’s general conduét of the cure, viz. by 
keeping up the effect of the medicine by regular repetitions, 
preventing an exceflive difcharge, aud accumulating it in a 
fufficient degree, are undoubtedly proper. We have had 
much reafon to diftruff the effe&ts of very fudden falivations, 
and think the cures produced in this way are often delufive,.- 
Mr. Howard next defcribes the alterative courfe, and: points 
out avery good plan for purfuing it: indeed, we would carry 
the falivation not much farther. Perhaps we may not differ 
greatly.on the whole.; for, greater or lefs, without fome other 
limitations, convey very different ideas to different minds. 
_. Our author admits of topics as affiftants to mercury, by 
quieting local irritation ; but perhaps there are few inftances 
where they can be properly allowed. When a bone of any 
importance is attacked by.a foul and fpreading ulcer, the vie 
rulence of the difeafe in that part fhould be diminifhed, with- 
out waiting for the effe&s of mercury brought to it in the 
courfe of the circulation. When an unpleafing deformity oc 
‘ ei. curs, 
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‘¢urs, “it is undoubtedly right to correct it; but, in other ¥ ins 
ftances, we have been willing to leave the ulcers, as indices 
of the effects of thie remedy; and when we find the full efficient 
aétion of the medicine produces nd change on them, we have 
‘reafon to think the appearances depend; in fome degree, on local 
caufes, and treat them accordingly.—Our author cannot dread 
fedative injections in gonorrheza, from an apprehenfion that the 
imatter may be thrown into the fyftem. He thinks, however, that 
the general inflammatory tendency may be transferred to the 
neighbouring parts. This is undoubtedly a common effet; 
but we fear alfo other confequences. ‘The chancre, and ths 
chancrous excoriation; fhould be only alleviated: the worft ef= 
feéts have fOmetimes arifen from fuddenly healing them by 
fedatives, or even deftroying them at once by cauttics. 

| As we have reafon to expett another volume, it will be 
more convenient to clofe our article at this part of the work, 

which is neatly about the middle of the fecond. But we 
cannot corclide, without apologizing to the author, if we 
fhould have mifreprefented his meaning. He has been accufed 
of trufting only to full and unqualified falivation j and it muft 
be owned, that his language, in many refpetts, fupports this 
epinion. Yet his directions for the conduct of: the difcharge 
do not countenance the imputation, to one acquainted with 
the old authots; where full tinqualified falivation holds up a 
dreadful pitore of human mifery. We fufpec, however, that 
he carries it farther than fome modern prattitioners would al- 
low, atid farthet thar we can fully agree with him. We fhould 
be glad to be corrected in this refpeét; if we are miftaken. 





Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Planting, eS e, filedted from 
the Correfpondence-Book of the Society inftituted at Bath, for 
the Encouragement of Agriculture, Fe. Vol, Ill. 8v0. 7s. 

an Boards. Dilly. 

Arious caufes havé éontributed to delay our account of 
this very ¢uriows and important volume *; but, while 
they were unavoidable, they were not the lefs regretted ; and 
we hope the refpectable fociety, to whom the world is indebted 
for this colle€tion, will attribute our defay to any thing but 
intentional negleé&. 

The fociety + continué to keep in view theif firt, and their 
great objects; thofe circumftances which relate to agriculture 
and planting; and, from their proper condu& in feleing, 
bccafionally abridging, as well as by the addition of notes, 








« * The former volumes were noticed i in the XLIXth and LVith Volumes 
af our Journal; p. 412. and p. 170, 
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they rendet their fucceffive volumes very valuable, After - 


fuitable introdu@tion; we reteive an elegant en¢omium on the 
memory of the late Thomas Curtis, efq, otie of the vice-pre- 
fGidents of the Bath Society;—an effay on the fatm, yard 
management of dung ;—Mifcellaneous obfervations on the 
ceconomical and medical virtues of many common, “moftly 
of itdigenous plants, by Mr. Crocker; with Mr. Onley’s 
method of cultivating his farm, and his caltiulation of the ex- 
pence arid profit in the cultivation of one acre of arable land 
for four years: thefe articles we éannot abridge. 

There was a falt extraéted from the rubbith of an old furnace 
of a fteam engine: Mr. Swayne thought i it nitre; we should 

rather have expetted it to be natron :—it appeared, however, 
to be Glauber falt. The water, it feems, is brackifi; and the 
vitriolic acid muft have been furnifhed copioufly from the pit- 
coal. Dr. Fothergill, who analyfed this falt, has communicated 
a paper, in which he treats of the application of chemiftry to ru- 
ral &conomy, and the arts; but} in this differtation, he only 
points out the connection in a general way, arid endeavours tg 
fhow that, as they are chemical procefles, their improvement 
niuft greatly depend on the knowlege of chemiftry.—Mr. Clofe 
gives an accoufit of thé culture and produce of 4 {niall piece 
of lucerne; ‘with the produce of a Half erép of oats, with 
potatoes planted in the intetvals. This lan fuccedéded very 
well. The culture of the buh vetch is defcribed by Mr: 
- Swayne: it is an indigenous; peretinial, evergreen; of which 
eatthe ate vety fond (vicia fepium Lin.) The produce from 
this fpecimtn artiounts t8 above four tons of dry fodder in ant 
acre. The plant is not eafily raifed from feeds; as the feeds 
are moch infefted with infetts. 

Mr. Davis gives fome arguments to fhow the gieatet advan 
‘tages which dairy farms have above arable ores ; byt the con- 
clufion will bée_liable to-fome exceptions. Mr. Billingfley hag 
offered fome remarks on Mr. Davis’s arguments; which tend; 
in fome dégree; to limit his opinions; The culture of carrots 
is another fubje& which has occafidned fomie diverfity of opi- 
nion. The mode of cultivation in the neighbourhood of Ipf- 
wich is éxplainéd by Mr. Kirby. 

Mr. Wagitaffe of Norwich explairis the fiuccefs of his mie- 
thod of planting the iedge-rows, of new arid upland iriclofares. 
He planted the populus alba, the nigta, and differérit kinds 
of willows. The poplar is pectliarly ufeful in hedge-rows, 
ag every thirig thrives under them ; their growth is rapid ; and 
the timber ufeful for any purpofe where lightnels j ig required ¢ 
it is not; indeed, vety durable. ‘The Effex and Kentith hut 
bandry are defcribed by Mr. Onley; and Mr. Hill: the for- 
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“mer is, we think, in many refpe&ts, ton fpeculative, or at 


 Jeaft his agricultural remarks are not fupported by the prac 


tiee of other counties. | 
Mr. Billingfley gives an account of the culture and profit on 


“ats and potatoes, from fix, acres of land, at twenty hhillings 


per acre. The firft year, from the high price of oats, the 
profit clear was 251. 6s. but, from.potatoes, itwas 481. and the | 


ground was left in excellent order for wheat. Of the cultate 
“Of potatoes, Mr. Clofe gives a more particular‘account. They 


are not fufficiently attended to as an article of hufbandry, par- 
ticularly on the continent ; and we think it will be of general 
utility to tranferibe the variovs wfes which may be made of 
this fingularly ufeful vegetable. 

“I have many years fold the greateft pat of my crop for 


feven fhillings per fack of three bufhels ; thus the one hundred 
and twenty facks would amount to forty-two pounds; but they 


_ atte now fo much cultivated, that to make a.fair, and what may 
' be térmed a fure eftimiate, they thould be valued only as appli- 
cable to the feeding and fattening of cattle. I am convinced 
: from experience, that they are worth three fhillings per fack 


ae 


for thofe purpofes, and then the produce would amount to 
eighteen pounds per acre. ‘They are excellent food for hogs ; 
yoafling pork is never fo moift and delicate as when fed with 
potatoes, and killed from the barn-doors without any confine- 
ments For bacon and hams, two bufhels of pea-meal fhould 
be well-incorporated with four buthels of boiled potatoes, which 
quantity will fat a hog of twelve ftone, (fourteen pounds to the 
preeay Cows are particularly fond of them: half a befhel at 
ight, and the fame proportion in the morning, with a {mall 
quantity of hay, is fufficient to keep three cows in full milk ; 
they will yield as much and as fweet butter as the beft grafs. 
‘In fattening cattle, I allow them all they will eat: a beaft 


- of about thirty-five ftone will require a bufhel per day, but will 


. fatten one-third fooner than on turnips. The potatoes fhould 


be clean wathed, and not given until they are drys. They do 


. not require boiling for any purpofe but fattening hogs for bacon, 


or poultry; the latter eat them greedily. I prefer the cham- 


_ pion potatoe to any fort I ever cultivated. They donot anfwer 


fo well for horfes and colts as I expetted; (at leaft they have 
not with me).though fome other gentlemen have approved of 


‘them as fubititutes for cats.’ 


In the following article, fir Thomas Beevor gives us fome 


~ information relating to the culture of the turnip-rooted cab- 
~ bagée. Sir Thémas’s letter 3s extremely clear and interefting. 
- Frem two acres of this cabbage he fed twenty-four ballocks, 


| 


’ and one hundred and ten fhecp, for four weeks. The land, 


after this crop is off the ground, and it continues on it in the 
fearceft period for grafs, may be fowa advantageoufly with 


buck-wheat. Wir. 
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_ Mr. Billingfley’s other crop of potatoes from fix acres of _ 
‘land of twenty fhillings an atre, was worth feventy-thrée 
pounds. The profit, though énormous, is not, we think, in 
any degree exaggerated: the produce was undoubtedly confi- 
‘derable.—Mr. Anderdon’s attention was tufned to a crop of 
turnips, raifed between rows of beans; and his obfervdtions 
are, in fome refpeét, controverted by the committee who ex- 
“amine the papers for publication. They feem to think, that 
Scotch cabbages are more fuitable to the land proper for beans 
than turnips, and fufpe&t, that Mr. Anderdén is too partial 
to horfe-hocing.. Mr. Anderdon, however, efcapes; With great 
‘dexterity, from thefe charges, and appears to have confideréd 
his fubjeét with a minutenefs and accuracy of diltinétion, 
which reflects credit on his attehtion and abilitiés. Mr. Pavier 
has examined his crop of turnips, and feems inclined to favour 
the fowiag turnips in broad-caft, twicé hoed, with beans drilled 
in the intervals of the rows. Thé committee ate probably in 
‘the right, when they confider the efcapé from the fly as owing 
to fome other caufe than the bean tows. We flrongly fufpeét, 
that the hoeing in Mr. Anderdon’s practice, by deftroying the 
lateral roots, which, at leaft in fome kinds of turnips, and 
‘probably in all, may deftroy the vigour of the fheots, by con- 
verting thé nourifhment to their own increafe, gives additional 
force to the plant, which can belt counteract the dépredations 
of the fly. Mr. Pavier appears, however, to be a thedretical 
rather than a practical farmer. —Mr. Hazard’s article on 
making butter and cheéfe is an ‘excellent and pra¢tical one: 
“—Sir Thonias Béevor’s rélation of the experiment on ‘the 
durability of woods, is of lefs importante; as the trees were 
of different ages when cut; yet, from 1974 to 1784, it may 
be worth while to tranfcribe the refalts. 

. The cedar was perfeétly found. —Larch, the heart found; 
but the fap quite decayedi:—Spruce-fir, found:—Silver-fir, in 
decay.—«Scotch¢fir, much decayed.—Pineafter, quite rotten.— 
Chefnut, perfectly founds—Abele, found.— Beech, found.— 
Walnut, in decay—-Sycamore, much decayed:—Birch; quite 

- rotten.’ | 
Mr:- Wimpey’s prattical enquiry into the moft effectual 
means of promoting vegetation, is a very uleful work; but, 
as it is defective in the phyfiology Of vegetation, the author 
muft, of courfé; be lef§ accurate in explaining the opetation 
ef thofé means which influence it, We do not pretend to 
fay, that the operation of different manures is well known; 
but different parts of the fubjec&t have been afcertained, and 
Jittle more is required than to bring thent together. Mr. 
‘Wimpey; in his explanations; does not fufficiently difcriminate 
, Oz between 
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petween different practices, as applied to different foils. His 
Strong recommendation, however, of pulverizing the foil, is 
‘pretty generally well founded. A thin light foit is, we be- 
lieve, the only exception.—Mr. Robins’ effay on rasfing, plant- 
ing, and cultivating the turnip-rooted cabbage, 1s an excellent 
one.—The experiment by Mr. Clofe, on horfe-hoed wheat, 3 
is very inftruétive.— The defcription and ufe of the new-in- 
vented patent univerfal fowing machine can be underltood 
only with the affiftance of the plate. 

In this collection of Papers on Agriculture and Planting, we 
meet with fir Thomas Beevor’s account of the origin, progrefs, 
regulations, and defcsiption of the new Bridewell, or Peniten- 

tiary-hoofe, at Wymondham. This defcription is too gene- - 
‘fally interefting to be unfuitable to any collefion, whofe: 
objeé& is the good of mankind, The prifoners are kept.clean 
_and meat; the table of diet is not fumptuous, but fefficient. 
Difeafes are unknown ;——bwt no prifoner, only one excepted, 
has ever.been. known to be committed to it a fecond time. 
Such is the terrifying effect of {clitude ! 

Sir Thomas Beevor has-alfo communicated his obfervations 
on fetting of wheat. He thinks the prattice gains ground, 
and, from the great profit to the dibbler, there is little doubt 
of finding a fuffiicient number of labourers. ‘The price of {fet- 
ting am acre is now reduced from.ten fhillings to fix; but, 
from the expertnefs, which is the confequence of much prac- 

tice, the gain is not lefs than it was at frft.—Mr. Cook’s pa- 
tent drill machine is alfo defcribed in this volume, and illuf-. 
trated with a plate. On trial, we find it much approved of. 

Mr.. Pavier, in examining Mr. Bult’s crop of turnips, {cat- 
tered with little care among beans, revives the opinion of the 
beans contributing to prevent the fly. The beans had been 
horfe-hoed thrice, and the field had long been in a courfe of 
drill hufbandry.. In this inftance, the lateral fhoots of the 
turnips could. have bad no bad influence ; though it does. not 

follow but that the fame effe& may be produced by very dif- 
ferent caufes. Whatever increafes the vigour of the. plant, 

‘ undoubtedly prevents the deftruction of the fy. Mr. Winter’s 
crop of beans is a very good inftance in favour of the drill 
hufbandry, with the affiftance of the hoe.—Mr. Hazard gives _ 
fome very proper and judicious inftryations for the culture of 
potatoes; and fir Thomas Beevor relates fome important par- 


. _ ticulars relative to the produce and ufe of one particular kind, 
»the.white champion. This author’s remarks too, on the Suf- 
folk dun-coloured cow, recommended alfo by Mr.. Young, are 


of great utility. —River weeds are recommended by Mr, Wag- 
dake, feemingly on.a good foundation, as manure, 
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We have often had occafion to mention buck-wheat, though 
we believe our readers in many parts of the kingdom are little 
acquainted with it. 3 

‘ It is become with me, fays Mr. Bartley, a favourite obje& 
of cultivation ;. being clearly of opinion, that it ought in no 
merous Cafes to fuperfede the practice of fummer fallowing, for 
the crop prod-uced feems not only to be fo much clear gain in 
refpe& to fuch practice, bit alfo affords a confiderable quantity 
of ftraw for fodder and’ manure ;. befide that 1 think a fummer 
fallowing is nothing like fo advantageous a preparation,for a 
fucceeding crop. . : 

‘ Fram its quick and Juxuriant vegetation, it is an admirable 
deftroyer of weeds, and fuits with a dry, light, mellow_foil, 
but flourifhes moft in a tight fand. It is impatient of wet and | 
cold.’ 

Horfes, poyltry, and hogs are fond of it ; and there is great 
reafon to fuppefe, with our author, that it may become aa 
obje&t of diftillation, Mr. Bartley gives an account, in a fub- 
fequent paper, of the method of cultivation.—Mr. Young, in 
another paper, points out the numerous advantages of hee- 
ing turnips; and Mr. Onley gives a good account of the Effex 
method of ‘ cultivating and applyimg potatoes, carrots, winter- 
vetches,’ &c. He is more partial to carrots than potatoes, 
and is willing to fubftitute the former for oats, in the feed of 
horfes, for whom fo much national expence is incurred ia the 
importation of this grain. We would ftrongly recommend an 
. attention to carrots, as they contain a large portion of faccha- 
sine matter, and-vegetable nutriment 

Mr. Chapple thinks his crop was better for fleeping his 
barfey in the lixivium of dung ;‘ but the real advantage feems 
to- have arifen from his feparating the lighter feeds which 
{wam at the top.—Mr. Webb’s account of his method of fe- 
lecting proper potatoes for feed, may be ufeful; but, in moft 
‘parts of the kingdom it is unneceflary.—Rufticus tells the 
Society, that a little vegetable acid (about a fpgonful to a gal- 
~ don of cream) will accelerate the operation of churning. 

The depredations Of .weevils are prevented by frequent 
{creening only; and Mr. Wagttaffe informs us, that poultry 
are very fond of thefe animals. Hens colle& them carefully 
for their chickens.—Mr. Rogerfon’s experiment for planting 
of wheat, was on too fmall a fcale.—Mr. Clofe’s table for 
manuring land, Mr, Winter’s experiments for feeding {wine, 
and Mr. Dobfon’s defcription of the motel of a barn, for 
which a premium was granted by the Society, can only be 
underftood with advantage, from the work itfelf. 

Mr. Bogle, in the next paper, recommends harrowing 
and rolling th¢ crop of corn: he feems to think, that she har- 
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row may divide the roots. The Society differ from him, 
though they obferve, that by fowing in broad-caft, feed enough 
to feed half a million. of people is deftroyed. By dividing the 
roots, a favourite fyflem of this author, the faving in ‘feed 
would alfo, he thinks, be confiderable. Dr. Grieve defcribes 
the Ruffian ploogh —A member of the F riendly Society, the 
mode by which Mr. Acland, in his new bill, propofes to leflen 
the poor rates, gives an account of the advantages of. fimilar 
inftitgtions ;; Mr. Anitie recommends them.—Sir John An- 
ftruther endeavours to afcertain the increafe of wheat and bar+ 
ley, by a feries of experiments during the fpace of three 
years, as well as to compare the methods of broad- caft and 
drill-hufbandry, in the caltivation of barley.—The mifcella- 
neous information, and Mr. Winlaw’ $ patent mill for {eparat- 
ing the ears of corn without threihing, are equally incapable 
of abridgment, . 

The feries of comparative experiments, by many different 
authors, on the nature of the Turkey, Eaft Indian, ‘and. Eng- 
lifh rhubarbs, is extremely valuable, and give the faireft rea- 
fons for expecting that the laf will, in time, rival, very face 
cefsfully, the firft. There is a little oppofition in the diffe. 
rent accounts, if by numbers J. and II. fimilar fpecimens are 
meant; but this ‘difference we cannot reconcile. The Englith 
rhubarb j requires a fomewhat greater dofe ; but it is purgative, 
without ftimulus or griping ; ; it is aftringent, and its united 
qualities ‘of purging ‘and altringency are not combined with 
any inconvenient addijion. We cannot foo “Often inculcate, 
becaufe it is effential to the credit df the Englifh rhubarb, and 
becaufe the cation has been frequently diffegarded, that the 
plant from which‘ the root is taken. fhould’ not be lefs than 
feven years old, and that it is fafer to let it remain in the 
ground ftill longer.’ The feeds have alfo a purgative virtue, 
though in‘a lefs degree. In thort, the Englith rhubarb feems 
nly to want ‘x greater age, more ‘careful drying, and a little 
attention to itsexternal appearance, ‘to render it a fuccefsful 
rival to the foreign root. ’The part which ‘affords the yellow 
colour is the E#ta of the ‘faccharine acid, and “it is not the 

adringent principle, though it is probably’ one of the com- 
ponent parts of ‘that priiciple 5. for alkalis turn the rhubarb 
red, and the colouting matter in the. urine is ‘not changed by 
chalybeate folitions. 
"Phe remaining ‘articles are not very important ones. Sir 
_ “Thomas Beéyor gives fome account of the’ value of the turnip- 
Footed cabbage, as'a {pring crop. -—Mr. Winter calculates the 
Weight and number of feeds per buthel, of diferent ghaits : 
and the advantages which Mr.‘Bogle ‘foppofes may be derived 


from fetting out plants of wheat, &c. are diftindtly enumerated. 
: On 
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On the whole, we think this volume a very. valuable one ; and 
if we have not enlarged on each particular in proportion to its. 
merit, the omiffion muft be attributed to its very mifcellaneous: 
nature, the condenfed language of the feveral correfpondents, 
and the abridgment which the letters feem to have previoully. 
undergone. ‘To give any very difting&t account of the diffes 
‘rent papers, would. fill a volume iniiead of being comprifed 
in an article. 





The Athenaid, a Porm, by the Author of Leonidas. 3 Vell. 
12mo.' 125. ia Boards. Cadell. . 


R. Glover, if not in the firft, claims a moft refpectable 
feat in the fecond clafs of Englith poets. His Leonidas,. 
though too much exalted by the partiality of his admirers, was 
“more unjuitly decried by their opponents. Party-prejudices 
concurred to heighten the applaufe on one fide, and to edge 
the afperity of the other, As a whole, it may be liable to 
many objections, but it contains particular paffages of faperior 
excellence, in almoft every different line of poetic compofition, 
The Athenaid may be confidered as a fequel to it, and termi- 
nates with the deftruétion of the Perfian army commanded by 
Mardonius, at the-battle of Platza. The hand of the fame 
matter is fufficiently obvious: fome fcriptural allyfions fhould 
have been omitted; they are contrary to the genips of the 
poem, which, however, abounds with the fame profufion of 
elafic imagery as Leonidas. We find in it likewife, the fame 
liberality of fertiment, the fame zeal for the natural rights of 
mankind, the, fame good fenie, and fometimes the fame 
‘flrength, fpirit, and elegance, which marked the other com- 
pofition, it muft, however, be acknowledged, that its merits 
are generally of an inferior degree to thofe which embellithed 
Leonidas. The vivacity and fire which diftinguifhed. Mr. 
Glover’s Iliad, too often appears quite fupprefied, or faintly 
glimmers in his Odyfley. ‘Fhe Athenaid isa long, we had 
almoft faid, a tedious narrative, conneéting an immenfe chain 
of events, performed by a variety of characters, in general 
faintly coloured and uninterefting. We have no principal 
figure on which we-can fix our eyes. On Ariftides, Themitto- 
cles, and Mardonius, the chief labour is beftowed ; and they 
are, indeed, ftrongly difcriminated ; but neither the undéviat- 
ing integrity of the one, the interefted policy. of the other, 
nor the gallant but unequal fpirit of the laft, fafcinate our at- 
tention, of intereft our feelings, like the majeftic manners of 
Leonidas, the intrepidity of Dicadiee, or blooming virtues 
of f Dithyrasghas. It fhould be obferved, that the charatters 
eae” ~ and 
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afid events are: pretty clofely copied from hiftory ; and the 
Poert is probably the worfe for it. Some uninterefting narra-_ 
tives’and‘weak paffages would doubtlefs have been omitted or 
altered, had Mr.’Glover lived to Wave given the laf polith to 
this‘ work. To difmifs a poem of fuch length as the prefent 
and written by the author of Leonidas, Without an extract, 
would. thew too little refpect to his memory ; we fhall therefore 
fele& one that will do no difcredit o it. It may be proper to 
inform the reader, that a Grecian princefs, having enquired 
of a Perfian fatrap concerning Sandauce, Xerxes’ fifter, is told 
that fhe was then mourning at the tomb of Ariana, whofe fatg 


is fo elegantly defcribed in: Leonidas, and preparing 2 gravg 
for her hufband Autarétus, 


‘ Not diftant flows 
The fount of forrow, fo we ftyl’ d the place, , 
Frequented oft by, Ariana’s grief ; 
There oft her head difconfolate fhe hung 
To feed inceffant anguifh, ne’er diiclos’d 
Unlefs in fighing whifpers to the ftream ; 
‘Her lait abode is there. The myrtles thed 
Their odours round, the virgin rofes bloom ; ; 
J there have caus’d a monument to rife, 
That paffing ftrangers may her name revere, 
And weep her fortune ; from her. early grave 
May learn, how Heav’p is jealous of its boons, 
Not long to flourifh, where they moft excel. ° 
A marble manfion new erected nigh 
Her faithful flaves inhabit ; who attune 
To thrilling lates a daily fun’ral fong. 
He leads, he ftops. On. gently-moving air 
Sweet meafures glide; this melancholy dirge, 
To melting chords, ‘by forrow touth’d, is heard, 


Cropp’d is the rofe of beauty in‘ her bud, 
Bright virtue’s purelt manfion is defac’d ; 

J. ike Mithra’s beams het ‘ilken tréfies ftione 
In loftre gentle’as 4 vernal morn; 

Her eye reveal’d' the beauties of her mind; 
The flave, ‘the ¢aptive, ‘in heriligtt rejoic’de 
‘ Lament, ye daughters af Choafpes, wail, 
¥e Ciffian ‘maids, your. patagon is loft!. — 

* Oqce like the freth-blown lily-in the vale, 
In Sofa fait, in sadiancy of bldom,. . 

' Like fummer glowing, till confuming love > 
Deform’d her graces ;, then her hue the chang'g 
To lilies pining in “decay, but kept ~ |’ 

The {niile of kindnefs on her watted cheek. 
Lament, ye ‘ddughteis of Choafpes, wail, 
¥e Ciffian “ware os ih is loft! - 





ray 
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© ray of wifdom, eye of virtue, form’d , 
To {pread fuperior light, the dazzling brand 
Of ious malign obfcur’d thy eagle fight; 
Thy vital flames are vanifh’d, ours remain, 
As lamps to endlefs mourning im thy tomb, 
Till we rejoin thee in a land of blifs. 

_ Lament, ye daughters of Choafpes, wail, 
Ye Cifian maids, your paragon is loft! 

The fong concludes, Sandauce from ga bank 

Of turf uprifes, refting on her flaves ; 
A pallid vifage, and a fainting ftep, 
She brings before the fepulchre and fpake : 


O Ariana! liften from thy tomb, 
‘To me in woe thy filter, as in blood! 
By diffrent fortunes both were doom’d to watte 
An early bloom in forrow ; O admit 
Autarétus firft a neighbour to thy clay, 
.. Me next, who feel my vital thread unwind. 
O Heav’n! my humble fpirit would fubmit 
To thy afficting hand——sbut every fount 
Of health is dry’d; my frame enfeebled finks 
Beneath its trial. When the inhuman prieft 
Condemn’d my children to his cruel knife, 
The freezing fheers of fate that moment cut 
My hearteftrings ; never have they heal’d again ; 
Decay’d and wither’d in the flower of life, 
My itrength deferts my patience: tender friends 
Provide another grave.—For whom? burfts forth 
Emathia’s queen, and threw her clafping arms 
Around the princefs; whofe difcolour’d hue 
warm affection flufhes at the fight 
f Amarantha, as a languid rofe, 
Shrunk by the rigour of nocturnal frofts, 
A while reviving'at the tepid rays 
Of wintry Phebus, glows. For me, fhe figh’d, 
For me, that bed of endlefs reft is made. ~ 
Com’it thou, neglectful of thy nuptial blifs, 
To poor Sandau¢e’s burial! foon the hour, 
When of the fun thefe fickiy eyes muft take 
Their iat farewel; may call thy friendly hand 
To clofe their curtains in eternal night !’ 


The reader will perceive fome ftriking paflages im the quo-— 
tation we have given him ; and fimilar ones, though we muf 
confefs more fparingly introduced than we could have withed, 
are {cattered through the. poem. . 


‘i. 












































Medical Commentaries for the Year 17 787. » Fal. Al], - By As» 
drew Duncan, M.D. 80.755 in Boards. Elliot. 

T is with no little concern that we fee an ufeful work, and 

. @ sefpectable author, fuking in public eftimation, — 
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cially as we are ourfelves obliged to ufe repeatedly the language 
of admonition, and even of reprebenfion. - We fufpeéted that 
he once paid fome attention to our remarks; and we hope that 
he will not now mifconftrue what is defigned for his advan- 
tage. We mean not to fay, that the books and papers. are 
improperly chofen; but we muft be allowed to obferve, that 
the remarks on the ufe of the fpiritus vitrioli dulcis in’ fevers, 
the three works on the red and quilled bark, by Drs. Skete, 
Irving, and Kentifh, are not of fo great importance as to fill 
nearly one third of the part appropriated to books. As to Dr. 
Reynolds’ account of the ufe of fugar of lead,we believe it might 
have been of importance, if, inftead of one grain, he had given 
ten for a dofe. We have feen this repeatedly done with advan- 
tage, affifted only by the occafional ufe of ol. ricini, to prevent 
conflipation. Of fome other books we may remark, that Fontana 
fur le Venin,de Vipere was publifhed in 1781; Strack’s Ob- 
fervationes de Febribus intermittentibus,in 1785; and of courfe 
not proper objeéts for an account of the publications of 1787. 
Dr. Blane’s, Quarin’s, and Bacheracht’s works are almoit the 
only ones which are within the limits that the author laid down 
for himfelf, and which are objects of general, attention. 

Of the choice of original efflays we fhall make no obferva- 
tion, becaufe we know the difficulty to which an editor, in 
Dr. Duncan’s fitwation, is expofed. Some of the effays are, 
however, of real practical importance. In the cafe of rabies 
canina, which terminated: fatally, after mercurial falivation 
had been induced, it moft be remarked, that the falivation 
was vety rapidly brought on, Dr. Bennet’s hiftory of a drop- 
fy of the pericardium, miftaken fer an aneurifm of the heart 
or larger veffels, reflects honour on his candour, without bring- 
ing the leaft imputation on his fkill:—the account of the 
fcurvy in Siberia; of the pepper medicine in the ulcerated 
throat of the Weft Indies, and ef the ufe of the flowers of the 
arnica, in paralyfis and amanorrhza, are of re..] utility. 

‘The medical news is, in many inftances, very trifling: we 
with that this part of our author’s work was greatly fhortened. 
The greater number of the publications, annaunced to be al- 
moft ready, had reached us before the promife in the Medical 
Commentaries. 

To.this volume is added, an original memoir of Dr. Web- 
fter, in which he endeavours to fhow, that condenfation is the 
only caufe of heat in nature. . In ths greater number of ope- 
yations.in which heat appears, of is produced; condenfation 
is, particularly con{picpogs : but it can fcarcely be called a 
caufé; itis often only a concomitant effect of the feparation 
of Aeat; and it has bec in general well known, and repgat- 
ecly 
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pdly obferved, that in the change of ftate ‘from vapour to 
fluid, and from fluid to folid, heat becomes obvious to thé 
fenfes, while in the oppofite changes it is loft. We perceive’ 
Jittle novelty, and no very comnfiderable ingenuity in Dr. Web- 
fter’s opinion, when ftated properly. 

We muft conclude with repeating, that our efteem for Dr,’ 
Duncan, and our wifh to render his work valuable, and wor- 
thy of his character, has drawn from us, fomewhat unwillingly, 
thefe remarks. Perhaps we may have expected too much, and 
confequently this part of the work‘may to us have appeared to 
fink proportionally low; yet, as we think the plan good, we 
with that the execution was unexceptionable. As we have men- 
tioned the objetions freely, we ought alfo to remark, fhat 
much ufeful information may be found in this volume; and 
that to the younger ftudents, and more fecluded prattitioners, 
it will be particularly valuable. | 





Defences of Unitariani/m for the Year 1787, containing Letters . 
to the Rew. Dr. Geddes, 10 the Rev. Dr. Price, Part Il. and 
to the Candidates for Orders in the Two Univerfities, Part I. 
By Fofeph Priefiley, LL.D. F.R.S. 8v0, 25, 64. Johnfon. 


E*: Prieftley has changed the form of his Defences, and de- 
figns to pablith an annual volume with a title fimilar to 
the prefent, The laf yolume of Letters to Dr. Horne, &c. 
is to appear as the volume of Tranfaétions for 1786. We hoped 
that we had feen an end of a controverfy, tedious in its pro- 
grefs, and which promifed little utility in its conclufion. We 
did not confider the irritable nature of our prefentauthor ; we 
did not reflect that many of his opponents had the laft word: 
ut fill fome comfort rpraains, : Every year, he fays, brings 
this controverfy nearer to its termination.’ We rejoice at it, 
though we fear that this prophecy means only that it will not 
be eternal ; for he adds, that the attention to it abroad and at 
home, is continually increafing ; now if the future can be 
judged of by the paft ; if experience adds to wifdom and fv- 
gacity, this increafing attention, if we except the influence of 
infpiration or revelation, will have an oppofite effet. The more 
it is attended to, the greater number of controverfialifts there 
will neceffarily be. 
The tranfactions for the year 1787 confilt of an anfwer to Dr. 
Geddes, and we think a judicious and a fatisfattory one. We 
gave nearly a fimilar opinion in Our review of his Letter. The 
hext objet of our literary Entellus is Drs Price, who, in the 
appendix ‘of his Sermons, “had ftated fome cf Dr. Prieftley’ $ 
siguments, that the public is ight 1 form we own opinions, en 
. . the 
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the fubjegts of their difference. In this ftatement Dr. Prieit- 
ley finds fome things to correct, and fome things to which he 
chufes to reply. 

Our author next addreffes again the Candidates for Holy Ore 
ders; and, in thefe Letters, he groups a croud of antagonifts, 
and fome opponents, who have rather allyded to his opinions 
than attacked them direétly. In this group, we diftinguith 
particularly Mr. Howes, who has again appeared in the lifts 
in the appendix to his fourth volume, Mr. Madan, the author 
of the Letter by an Under-graduate, and Dr. Croft, author of 
the late Bampton Lectures. Seme others we cannot diftinguitfh 
in the crowd. The under.graduate Dr. Prieftley has anfwered 
diftinly, without perceiving the humour of the affumed cha- 
racter, If he is however right, when he mentions the reputed 
author, we think him too fevere in charging that author with . 
a dire&t falfehood. ‘The perfon who affumes a character is not 


‘a liar when he tells the audience what that charaéer is. He 


concludes, that the deception is underftood ; and Dr. Prieftley 
we fuppofed was too acute not to have perceived at once, that 
the under-graduate’s pown concealed a writer of fome rank and 
importance. Who he is, we prefume, has been hitherto only 
gueffied at ; and we fhall not tranfcribe the tale of rumour, till 
we have a better foundationfor it. 

In thefe Defences, we perceive the fame active eagernefs, 
the fame acutenefs in the reply, the fame earneftnefs in ad- 
vancing frefh proofs. Dr. Priefiley is an Antzus that rifes 
with frefh {pirit from the ground, and aitacks his numerous 
opponents with the fpirit alfo of a Briareus. We cannot fay 
that he is always fuccefsful; but we are well pleafed to add, 
that thefe Defences are conducted with more temper than his 
former ones. a 





Four Tra&s.—I. On the Principle of Religion, a asa Teft of the. 
Diwine Authority. 11. On the Principle of Redemption, whe- 
ther if premial it is agreeable, or if judicial contrary, to divine 
Refitude. III, Ou the Angelical Meffage to the Virgin Mary. 
LIV. Ox the Refurredjon of the Body, as inferred from that of 
Chrift, and excmplified by Striptual Cafes. With a Difcourfe 
on Humility. By Robert Holmes. B.D. 8vo0. 4s. Cadell. 


"THESE Tracts are written with great neatnefs and precifion; 
they add na inconfiderable credit. to the author’s charac- 
ter, and deferve our commendatiop, The firft is cn the prin- 
ciple of religion, All religion is founded in love or fear of 
the Deity; and hy fear is meant not that reverence which par- 
takes of dread, but real apprehention of punithment : in fhort, 
it confines to one being shofe selings: which, in mof reli- 
gions 
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gions not founded’ on revelation, have formed two diftin® 
principles. Mr. Holmes examines the influence of thefe, in 
different periods of the world, and enquires in what time either 
principle predominated. In the ftate of innocence it was 
love, and expectation of benefits: in the Jewith difpenfation, 
it was confiderably mixed with fear; but even then, the foun- 
dation was laid for another, more perfe&t difpenfation, when 
mankind were to be reconciled to God through the merits of a 
Saviour. 

The fecond Tra& was occafioned by the republication of 
‘Mr. Balguy’s Effay on Redemption: it is entitled, * the Pre- 
mial and Judicial Principles of Redemption, confidered undér 
the idea of divine Reétitude.’ In purfuance of the former 
principle, he points out the attributes of fhowing mercy, and 
infliting punifhment ; but feems of opinion, that the opera- 
tion of both is neceffary ; and, that though penitents may 
hope for pardon, finners will undoubtedly be punifhed. Im- 
punity for impenitent finners is not then to be confidered as 
_ the obje& of our Saviour’s fuffering: it is not for them that 
he died: it is not they who are redeemed. From the death 
of Chrift Mr. Holmes thinks that the faffering of fome may 
be penal for the faults of others; and that, as we fee only a 
few links of the vaft chain, we ought not to confider this mode 
of proceeding as any imputation on the wifdom and benevo- 
lence of a God, who fees all the conneétions of paft, prefent, 
and future, 

The third effay, on the Angelical Meffage to the Virgin 
Mary, is defigned to prove that the meflage was of divine ori- 
gin, and the meffenger fent from God; and that, from the 
concurrence of all the parts of the evidence, our Saviour was 
a divine being in a human form ;—that he was God and man. 


‘ Thus was God glorioufly and fenfibly manifefted unto 
men ; when he came down to men, in the likenefs of man, 
and in our nature difcovered his own. And when he appear- 
ed in human natare, he difcovered himfelf by divine works, 
and his glory was difclofed by his aétions. If any one looked 
upon the man Chrift Jefus, there was no fenfible glory about 
his head, that might diftinguifh him from otliers ; but there 
was an intelle€tual luftre, with which wifdom and goodnefs 
adorned him.’ His words and deeds were fuch, as mere man 
never did exhibit ; and upon his fpeeches and actions there were 
marks of divinity vifible. His miracles were fuch as no pow- 


er, but that of God, could do ; and with them he entertain- —. 


ed and aftonifhed the minds of men, who expreffed their admi- 
ration, faying, * what manner of man is this.’ — Befides, thefe 
miracles were all a&ts of love ; and men were affected at them, 

} as 
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as at the obfervation of greatnefs and goodnefs. At the fame 
time, the obliged and amazed multicude were entestained by 
the divine reafon with difcourfes full of wifdom and virtue, 
fuch as were moft worthy of God, and moft profitable to men. 
Thofe who heard him fpeak fuch wifdom as never man fpake, 
faw him live fuch virtue as never man lived ; and celeftial holi- 
nefs cloathed the Son of man with glory. He was thus a liv- 
ing law of virtue, andthe fubftantial doctrine of wifdom, and 
a fenfible manifeftation of power ; and yet a man, like unto 
us in all things, except thofe glories, and except our vicious 
infirmities. Here then was human nature in view, and hu- 
man converfation obfervable: but in all this, a divine wifdom, 
goodnefs, and power, did appear. Here was the life of God 
‘exhibited in the nature of men; and the invifible divinity did 
appear, veiled in the fenfiblenefs of humanity. His converfa- 
‘tion was familiar, and yet ftupendous 3 and every appearance 
was wonderful, but not terrible. Such a manifeftation of God 
there.was, as obliged men to the greateft veneration of him ; 
and what the Son of God did, was moft God-like. Such an 
one is he, who is the fupreme in. the fpiritual kingdom of 
God ; and none other was either worthy or fit to be fupreme, 
but he, who by his appearance. could meee us the Father, and 
reconcile us unto him.’ 


The fourth eflay is on the Refarreétion of Chrift, and of 
the Body. The former is firtt demonftrated by ftrong and 
clearly connected evidence; and the latter is inferred from it. 
The different objections are anfwered with confiderable force. 

A very fenfible and judicious Difcourfe on Humility follows, 
in which this itate of the human mind is recommended as the 
fureft guard againf the fafcinations-of profperity, and the belt 
fupport againit the frowns of adverfity ; as a convenient qua- 
lity, as well as a religious principle. 

The notes contain much learning, and fome curious in« 
formation; thofe on the firft tract are extremely curious, par- 
ticularly in the references to authors who fpeak of human fa- 
crifices.. In the notes on the fourth tract, Mr. Holmés gives. 
it as his opinion, that the future life will be a ftate of fociety. 
On the whole, our author feems very wel] acquainted witk 
the fubjects he’ treats on; and, ‘though we have occaftonally 
differed, for on foie points a difference is unavoidable, yee 
we can freely and cheerfully commend the whole. To have 
ftated thofe paffages on which we entertained another opinion, 
would have led us too far; it might have drawn us on to, fpe- 

culations, in which truth would be with difficulty afcertained, 
and have as lait‘ended in barren difputation. ¥ 
he 














Piney eye trans ; 
he T: ~win- Brothers : ar, a ‘new Book of D ifcipline for Infidels 
and old Offenders. Ia Profe and’ Verfe. 8vo. 25. Elliot. 


]? is not eafy to guefs at the contents. of this book from the 
title; and after it is read, fo whimfical. and excentric is 
the author, that the difficulty is fcarcely leffened. . Thefe 
Twin-Brothers are, a poem and a fermon;—-we beg pardon— 
it is a new exhibition,—a fermon in a ftyle fuch as our fathers 
never knew. The poem is ‘ a new colony propofed and con- 
fidered.? It is a whimfical Hudibraftic one, in which. the 
author propofes to colonize .fome defert fpot,——not with felons 
and conviéts, but with a race that may well be fpared, the 
Deifts. Where they are to go, we know not; but we would 
beg leave to take from the colony thofe Deifts who neither 
write nor difpute, becaufe belief is frequently involuntary ; 
and it has been faid, that in this tribe there are at leaft fome 
whofe lives are in the right. Our projector too muf take care 
whom he calls Deifts, becaufe fome indifcriminating authors 
have rafhly called the modern Unitarians by this name. ‘The 
poet, however, chiefly talks about David Hume, Voltaire, 
and Rouffeau. His rhymes are not always correct, or can 
his humour be fometimes eafily underftood; yet, on the whole, 
it is a very amufing performance. 

The Sermon is an addrefs to.the old Bucks who, by exam- 
ple at.leaft, if not by precept, train up a child in the way he 
fhoald not go.. There is much farcaftic invective againft this 
race, and a vein of irony that is occafionally very fuccefsful. 
The humour evaporates in the too great length of this new 
exhibition. . The following argument, though ludicroufly en- 
forced, is ftrong and cogent; it relates to thofe who aflume 
any religion for temporal advantage. 


‘ I with for no feigned friendfhips: I hold the temporifing, 
accommodable fyftem to be infamous and deteftable. I mak 
therefore be exceedingly forry if it is frequent and fafhionable, 

*Let us gravely and foberly talk of this matter. What, 
pray, conflitutes a gentleman? He is no coward, he is no liar, 
he is no deceiver: on his word, on his writing, on his pro- — 
feflion, on the plain language of his conduét, you may con- 
fidently rely. Ah! what becomes of our accommodation ? If 
I have defcribed a gentleman, my temporizer forfeits the char- 
acter; for he is not a man of courage, of integrity, of con- 
_ fitency, of honeur.’ 


The following ftory, though there is a s Hietle i leaaiaas in 
the ludicrous conclufion, is well told. 

‘ Apropos, on the fubjett of bibles; you have heard the 
ftory 
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ftory of our friend Harry ————. I have laughed a hundred 
times, when I have figured how confounded he muft have 
looked on the produétion of his Bible: I muft tell you this 
tory, gentlemen. Jt wasthis. He was going abroad. Mo- 
thers are mighty good people, you know ; and Harry’s mo- 
ther took up Harry to her clofet, and faid many a grave thing 
to him you may be fure: but to crown all, fhe took from the 
fhelf an elegant Bible, telling him, this was the precious trea- 
fure; he muft remember his duty; be muft remember her; 
he muft confult and take great care of the precious volumes. 
Little did Harry know how rfrecious the volumes were ; for— 
‘you fhall hear—Harry returns in due time. One day the 
worthy lady takes our friend afide, and ‘* hoped he had re- 
membered the laft injundtion fhe had given him.” He could 
very honeftly fay, He had taken great care of the Bible. To 
prove this refpeé& and obedience, he runs up ftairs to his own 
room, and returns inftantly with the two volumes fafe and 
found, neat and fair. ‘The good lady pulls off one cover: 
** Rather too clean, Harry?” ‘€ O mother, I took great care 
of them.”? The fecond volume is equally unfullied: fhe 
fhakes her head; thereby indicating her fufpicions that they 
had not been perufed fo often as fhe had wifhed. She opens 
volume firft, and, lo! a five pounds Bill is found fafe and 
found. ‘The fecond volume difplays bill the fecond, quite 
fafe alfo, and of four times the value. She was confounded, 
~-and fo was Harry! Harry, I ufed to fay to him, I know 
one man of our acquaintance who moft fincerely regrets he did 
not featch the Scriptures !’ 


Indeed, it may be obferved, that the author’s humour occa- 
fionally carries him too far. He comes too near the porch, 
and occafionally fteps on the threfhold of the temple: above 
all, his inveétives cannot increafe the deteftation of the hoary 
finner, nor are they likely to produce a reformation. 





Elements of the Grammar of ihe Englifh Language. Written in 
a familiar Style x accompanied with Notes Critical_and Etymo- 
logical. By Charles Coote, ‘A. M. 8v0. 65. in Boardss Dilly. 


Lee profefied defign of thefe Elements is to furnith fuch 
a fyfiem of grammar as, by uniting perfpicuity of ex- 
preflion with precifenefs and juftefs of idea, fhall avoid the 
moft effential defects obfervable in the various treatifes hither- 
to publithed on the fubject. The general utility of a work of 
this natuse is fufficiently obvious. How far Mr. Coote has 
fucceeded in his laudable attempt, may ‘appear from our en- 
fuing enquiry. 
The 
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Elements of the Englifo Language. @og 


_.. The volume is divided into,four books, re{pectively allotted 
to orthography, etymology, fyntax, and profody.. The an- 
thor begins with remarks on the different. powers. or founds-of 
the vowels, and the pronunciation of the confonants; con- 
cluding the firit. book with remarks on the Englith orthogra- 
phy. The following obfervation on the laft of thefe fubje&s 
deferves. to be. extracted. | 

__ ¢ The orthography of a great number of words is fo unfettled, 
that they are written indifferently two ways, Thus, enlarge 
and inlarge, inguire and enquire, increafe and encreafe, entire and’ 
iatire, Juperintendence and /uperintendance, vitious and vicjous, ne- 
gotiate and negociate, and many other words are ufed indifcrie 
ininately for each other. This difference is the effect of their 
paffing to us from the Latin through the medium of the French ; 
in confequence of which double derivation, they are differently 
written, according to the temporary prevalence of ove or the 
other language in the writer’s mind. The rale I would recom- 
mend in thefe cafes is, to write-in the Latin mode thofe words 
which we have received, almoft unchanged, from the French; 
but where the French have made confiderable alterations in the 
word in queltion, it feems molt advifeable to adapt its ortho~ 
graphy to that which prevails in their tongue.’ , 

It is known that the-cafe of the Englifh nouns, which an- 
{wers to the~Latin genitive, and is ftyled by bifhop Lowth the 
poffefiive cafe, is formed by adding to the noun the letter s, 
preceded by an apoftrophe.. When the plural ends ‘in s, -the 
other s is omitted, but the apoftrophe is retained. Dr. Wallis 
and. Mr. Greenwood, however, recommend the elifion of the 
plural s; as the.Jord’s houfe, for the houfe of lords; the warrior’s 
arms, for the arms of the warriors. On this occafion, Mr, 
Coote makes the following juft remark : 

‘ But this is certainly an improper method, as it confounds 
the poffeffive cafe of the fingular number with that of the plural ; 
the lord’s heufe, as written by Dr. Wallis, implying the houfe of 
lords or of.@ lord, rather than the hoxfe of jords, to which fenfe 
the doctor applies it. If either s is omitted for the prevention 
of a harfhnefs of found, propriety and perfpicuity, require the 
omiffion of that which fucceeds the apoftrophe; as, the lords’ 
houfe, the warriors’ arms; a method tufficiently diftinguifhing 
the plural from the fingular, which, in the words now treated 
of, would be Jord’s and warrior's.’ ) 

Mr. Addifon has obferved, that the letters, ‘on many oc 
cafions, does the office of a whole word, and reprefents the 
bis or ber of our forefathers.’ In confequence of this opinion, 
he fometimes fubjoins the pronoun fis to.a noun, to denote 
the poffeflive cafe; as‘ my paper is the Us/fes bis bow,’ for 
Ulyfes’s bow. Our author jeflly remarks, that this is an erro- 
meous idea; becaufe, if the s were a contraction of 4/;, it 
You. LXV. March, 1788. P could 
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could not properly be applied to feminine nouns, to fubftantives 
of tle plural number, or to the poffeflive pronouns our, your, 
her, or their; on which oceafions it is frequently ufed, He 
concludes, therefore, that the ’s is mot an abbreviation of dis, 
but’ of the old English terminations is, ys or es, or of the 
Saxon ey. 

Mr. Coote obferves, with equal juftnefs, that the addition 
of the apoftrophic s, to her, our, your, and their, though efta- 
blifhed by cuftom, feems to be fuperfiuous, as thefe words 
include the idea of poffeffion, and tequire no farther indica- 
tion of that circumftance. 

. Refpe&ting the conjugation of the auxiliary and neuter verb 
to be, we meet with fome obfervations which deferve a place 


-3n our Review. 


¢ This tenfe was formerly inflected alfo in another form; as, 
I be, thou beeft, he beeth; we be, ye be, they be. Shakefpeare, 
Ben Jonfon, Sir John Cheke, &c. fometimes ufed this in- 


_ flexion ; but it is now obfolete, except among the provincial 


vulgar. The correfpondent tenfe in the Saxon will juftify ei- 
ther of thefe methods. 

« Shall then this verfe to-future age pretend, 

‘Fhou'wert my guide, philofopher, and friend ? 

Pope’s E-ffay on Man, Ep. iv. 
Wert is here ufed in the seieancies mode for qwa/f; as it is alfo’ 
in the following quotations: 

‘Thou who of old wert fent to Ifrael’s court. Prior’s Solomon, 

* Before the heav’ns thou avert.—Milton.’ 

«Iam juft now as well as when you was here.’ Pofe’s Let- 
rers.—* Knowing that you was my old mafter’s good friend.’ 
Speélator, Now 517.—* If you was here,’ Bolinbroke’s Letters. 
~——This ufe of was, which is the firft and third perfon fingular, 
with a pronoun of the fecond perfon plural, is altogether incon- 
fiftent with grammatical analogy. ‘The word you, even when 
it is applied to one perfon, is plural: and fhould therefore be 
joined to a plural verb. The expreffion above condemned, fre- 
quently occurs in converfation ; but thofe who adopt it ought 
to confider, that it is as improper as it would be to fay yon is 
for you are, which the very perfons who fubftitute you was for 
you were, do not think of ufing.’ 

Mr. Coote obferves, that awi//, in the firft perfon, expreffes 
an inclination, promife, refolution, or menace; in the fecond 
perfon, it fimply foretels; and in the third, it not only fore- 
tels, but fometimes intimates willingnefs as well as a peremp- 
tory refolution, To thefe obfervations we would add, that 
will, in the fecond perfon, has fometimes the import of a 
command. In giving orders to a fervant, it is not uncommon 
to fay, you will go to fuch a place ; a mode of expreffion which 
certainly implies more than e imply foretelling. 

We 
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‘We muft differ from Mr. Coote with refpeét to the ordinal 
adverb frfly, the ufe of which is, in our) opinion, not only 
pedantic, but improper. For firf is ufed as an adverb as 
well as an adjeCtive ; and, therefore, needs not the addition 
of the adverbial fyllable Jy, to give it that fignification. 

In treating of the adverbs of time, ouf author makes the 
following remark. | 

‘ Among the adverbs of time fome reckon to-day, to-morrotw, 
and yefferday; but, though thefe words are fometimes ufed 
adverbially, they are more properly nouns than adverbs. Ina 
deed, the former of them is no othet than.a combination of the 
noun day with the prepofition to ; the fecond, of the fubftantive 
morrow with the fame prepofition; and the latter, of day and 
the adjective yeffer.’ 

In this quotation, Mr. Coote has ufed former improperly, 
inftead of firft. Former and datter can be ufed with propriety 
only where favo things are fpoken of. As we obferve this 
grammatical error in other parts of the work, we hepe it will 
be corrected in the next edition. 

‘ Oppofite, fays our author, though properly an adjective, 
is occafionally, ufed as a prepofition; as, his foop is oppofite 
(that is, fronting or facing) his father’s; he lives oppofite you,’ 
In thefe examples, we are inclined to think, that oppofte re~ 
tains its fignification as an adjective, and that the prepofition 
to is underftood. 

‘ From differo,’ fays Mr. Coote, which-fignifies ro put off as 
well as to differ, we have alfo borrowed the verb to defer, which 
fhould therefore be written differ; for defero would properly 
have made defer. The French, in their differer, and the [talians 
in their diferire, both which fignify to put off, have preferved 
the original beginning.’ 

In this remark, we cannot help differing from our author. 
We think that the diftinguithing of different ideas is an objeét 
of grammar fuperior to the confideration of etymology ; and, 
therefore, that the naturalization of defer, to put off, or delay, 
is not only expedient, cn account of precifion, but a ufeful 
atquifition to the Englifh language. 

The following extraé& concludes with a remark worthy of 
attention. 


‘If a disjun&tive conjunction occur between two nominative 
pronouns of the fame perfon and number, the verb governed by 
them agrees feparately with each ; as, ‘‘ either de or she was con- 
cerned ; neither 4e nor jle has dren there.’’ But, when the proe 
nouns thus disjoined are of different numbers or perfons, the 
verb cannot properly be made to agree with each; for, if we 
fay, ‘‘ you or 1 was prefent,” adapting the verb to the pronoun 
J, as being in the moft worthy perfon, the verb, being then 
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fingolar, ‘will not fuit the fecond perfon plural, yoy; in which 


‘cafe, that part of the verb in queftion which would {uit you, is 


uanderftood. The fentence, therefore, will be of the fame im- 
sport as if. we had faid, ‘* you were prefent, or J was prefent,” 
hofe perfons who make the verb agree collectively with two 
nominatives, when parted by or or nor, inftead of adapting it 
feverally to each, would, for he or J was prefent, fay plurally, 
‘he or [ were,” as if it were, ** he and J;” but this is altogether 
‘improper ; for it indirectly affirms the prefence of two perfons, 
when only one or the other is meant to be referred to as pre- 
‘fent.’ 
Mr, Coote is, without doubt, juftified by etymology, in 
confidering the noun means as plural, and, on that account, 
‘in condemning the exprefiion, ‘© by this means,” or °° by that 
means,”’ though frequentiy ufed by the beft writers. Meaz 
‘being the fingular (from the French moyen) is, in fuch cafes, 
‘more conformable to etymological propriety, as well as to 
difcrimination. But there are grammarians who confider 
means asa noun both of the fingular and plural number. 

We entirely agree with cur author, that adjectives are im- 
properly ufed as adverbs, when the intention is to exprefs the 
manner or degree of any circumitance; as, ‘* extraordinary 
bright, extreme elaborate,” &c. 


. In the following paffage,’ fays Mr. Coote, “the fame word 
“ts ufed both as an adjective and an adverb ; as, ‘all their u#- 
godly deeds, which they have wagodly [that is, inan ungodly 
“manner] committed.” Fade 15. This is an aukward confufion 
of acceptation ; but the emendation propofed by Dr. Lowth is 
certainly ill-judged. . That grammarian is of opinion, that the 
analogy of formation eftablithed in our language, would re- 
“quire ungodlily forthe adverb, rather than the adjective ungodly. 
To thofe, however, who refleét, that the /y in ungodly is a cor- 
ruption of Like, and that the fyllable which he propofes to add 
‘to itis exactly the fame, the term ungodlily will not appear to 


_.be an analogous combination, but as improper an expreflion as 


_ungodlike-like would be, He alfo recommends heavenlily, Livelily, 
&<..as confiftent with analogy ; but he ought to have confider- 
ed, that, though /y, fubjoined to nouns, forms adjectives, and, 
added to adjectives, conftitutes adverbs, the latter part of this 


rule muft doubtlefs have an exception with refpeét to thofe 


adjectives which have been already formed from nouns by the 
addition of ly, and which therefore cannot reafonably admit a 
duplication of that particle. In fuch initances as the above 
mentioned, where an adje@tive is lefs proper than an adverb, it 
“is véry proper that the formet fhould give place to the latter ; 
and, as ungodly is an adjective; it would have been better to 
fubititute an adverb for it; F but, as an adverb formed from that 
word in the fame manner in which adverbs are formed from the 
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generality of adjectives, would have been fomewhat anomalous, ; 
recourfe might have been had to an adverb formed from an 
adjective of the like fignification with wzygodly.’ | 

Tothe etymological cbhjection made by Mr. Coote, refpett- 
ing the derivatives mentioned in the foregoing exurad, we 
might add that of cacophony, or the difagreeable found which 
would refult from the formation above fpecified. 

In the courfe of this work, Mr. Coote makes many judi- 
cious obfervations on the Englith fyntax; pointing out impro- 
per modes of expreffion ufed by fome of the beft writers, and 
frequently combating the doctrines of the moft approved gram- 
marians. If we fhould in any thing diffent from his opinion, 
it would be where he f{crupuloufly adheres to etymology, at the 
expence of difcrimination. Such inftances, however, are very 
few; and when they occur, they are generally fupported with a 
ftrength of obfervation that almoft precludes any pofitive op- 
pofition of fentiment. On the whole, this volume affords a 
perfpicuous, rational, and ufeful fyftem of Englifh grammar, 
improved by many philological remarks, and purified from a 
number of popular errors and improprieties, which have their 
fource in the prejudice of authority. 


The Fate of Sparta; or, the Rival Kings. 4 Tragedy. “By 
Mrs.‘ Cowley. 1s. 6d. Robinfons. . 
‘ TR following tragedy, fays Mrs. Cowley, is, in its fable 
and events, all invention—except in the conduct of 
Chelonice, and the fcene in the temple.—Other deviations 
from hiftory will trike you, but if I have altered circumftances, 
I have ftriétly abided by charaGeér,’? ‘That of Leonidas, the 
adds, is, according to hiftory, ‘ artful and tyrannical.? But 
is it natural to fuppofe, that an artful king of Sparta would 
thus addrefs one of his high-fpirited fubjec&ts in language an 
Afiatic defpot would hardly ufe to the meaneft of his flaves? 
* Leon. How flave! what, murmur at my will! Difpute 
His word, whofe breath annihilates thy race! 
What are ye all, but creatures of my breath? 
I doom ye liferejoice! I bid ye die— 
Sink filent tg your graves!’ 
The coftumé likewife is fometimes violated. To ‘ wield a 
fabre,’ and 
‘ The miners now beneath us 
- Form for the quick a wide capacious grave’—~ 
is not very defcriptive of the Spartan mode of warfare. ‘The 
« ftatue of Phocion’ would better have fuited an Athenian dra- 
ma; and ‘the /overeign pontif’ of Lacedemon gives rather 
| , S ‘the 
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the idea of a pope than a pagan prieft. Such expreflions as 
““the ftill jabbarh of the night,’ and <‘ forrow cloifer’d in the 
heart,’ are inconfiftent with Grecian manners. 

We meet, however, with many paflages to which we can 
form no objeétion. The charaéters of the hero and heroine 
of the drama, that of the latter more particularly, are drawn 
with ftrength and fpirit, as the following quotation -will 
evince. % 

* Chel. The hour in which thou vanquifheft Leonidas, 

Prepare the pile, to flame around his daughter! 

leom. Princefs! thou doft miftake thy duty.—Spartan, 
“And daughter of Leonidas, are titles 
* Deareft to thee 
Chei, Miftake my duty, faid’ft thou? 
» When at a hufband’s feet I afk a father’s life, 
. Dol miftake my duty ?—If I do, 
1’ll ever fo miftake, and boaft my error! 
Yes, ’till Leonidas fits thron’d in fafety, 
His daughter thall forget the is a wife ;— 





_.. Tear from her heart each trace of long paft fondnefs, / 


And own no ties, but thofe firft awful ones a 
Stampt there by nature. | 
Cleom. Wife of Cleombrotus ! 
Thy honour and thy fame’s deriv’d from him ; 
Thy happinefs from the fame fource fhould flow. 
How dear thofe hours—for fure fuch hours have been, 
When thou difclaim’ft all joys, but in my love. 
‘Chel, Hadit thou found blifs in love— 
Cleom. I’d not fought blifs on thrones, 
"Thus, as a lady would you chide, and this 
‘. Ler all the fubjeét world receive as law. 
Let them be taught that in the humble thade, 
‘Far from the reach of proud ambition’s eye, 
Felicity has rais’d her graffy feat, 
And wantons there with love. 
But, madam, I was born to reign ! 
‘And he fo born, feels fires that vulgar fouls 
Could not endure.—Felicity to us, 
Is not a nymph in humble ruffet clad, 
Sipping the dew-drops from the filver thorn, 
Or weaving flow’rs upon a ftreamlet’s brink— 
Oh, no! the’s feepter’d, and her gifts are crowans! 
Chel. I have a foul, to taite her gifts, like thine, 
I have a mind that grafps fublimer cares 
Than cottage nymphs can know ; [ would be great, 
And bear the cares of thoufands.——But ambition, 
And ev’ry lofty fentiment it gives, 
‘Sinks to the earth, when weigh’d againk his life 
From whom I drew my own.’ 
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We cannot fpeak very highly of the plot in regard to.it® 
probability ; but many of the fcenes areextremely animated 
and interefting, and well calculated for ftage-effect. t 





=—— 


Love in the Eaff; or, Adventures of Twelve Hours; a Comic 
Opera, in three As. Wriiten by the Author of the Strangers 
at Home. 8vo. 15. 6d. Lowndes. 


a Tales are now told in a dramatic form: we have 

feen an eaftern tragedy ; an amphibious being, neither 
tragedy nor comedy, ftyled, in the doubtfal language of Shak- 
fpeare, a play ; and we now receive an opera of the fame kind. 
The play is the only f{pecies that affords any diftinguifhing cha- 
racteriftic of eaftern manners: the tragedy and the opera, mu- 
tato nomine, may be placed in any climate, and the adventures 
appropriated to any habitable country, either eaft, weft, north, 
or fouth. But, if it lofes its robe and turban, it may fill retain 
an inconteftible title to the mafk and the forks it is interefting, 
lively, and bufy. Probable we can fcarcely call it in any in- 
stance ; yet its improbabilities are well difguifed, and we have 
feldom time to enquire into the foundation of any incident, from 
the ‘mirth excited in confequence of it. The firft metamorphofis 
1s, however, too common on the ftage: we have-feen ‘Tom Er- 
rand in Beau Clincher’s cloaths fo often, that we are almoft 
weary of the change, though conducted with great pleafantry. 
The two pretended colonels is a confiderable improvement on 
the original incident; and the fource of fome true comic hu- 
mour. Of the characters there is not one that has any pre- 
tenfions to novelty; Mrs. Mufhroom is lady Tremor, with 
fcarcely any change. ‘The language is pointed and pleafant, 
though rather too much like that of ‘the Firft Floor.’ The 
fongs deferve alfo great praife, We fhall felect a thort fpeci- 
men; the {cene requires no explanation. 

‘ Baton. Ah, ha!—Voila mon homme—T[comes forward 
Sefily, and tips Eliza on the fooulder| ferviteur. 1 am told, 
Sair, you call yourtlelf colonel Baton. 

Eliza. {—I have anfwer’d to that name, Sir. 

Batcn. Den I prefume,. Sair, you be officier in de French 
fervice, by your vite cockade. 

Eliza. Sir, —1, yes, Sir; I wear a white cockade—I ad- 
mire it extremely. ; 

Baton. So do I, Sair. 

Eliza. | am very glad you like it—I— 

Baton. And 1 mutt ’ave it, Sair. 

Eliza. Have my cockade, Sir! Blefs me, that is a little 
extraordinary. 

P 4 Baton. 
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é 


Baton. Monfeur. [dzgrily]. 

Elize. Well, Sir, there it is—If you have taken any fancy 
to the hat, Sir, it is at your fervice. [4/de] I with Henry were 

Baton. [tears the cockade from Elixa’s hat) Now, Sair, you 
Yave no.mark %f de livree of my fovereign—I tell you dat Es 
be villain, poltroon. 

Eliza. Really, Sir, I think it is very abfurd for us to cut 





throats about a piece of white ribbon—fo— “s 
Baton. I know dat I do you too mnch honour to fight you. 
{drawing his fword.] 


Eliza. Then I am fare, Sir, I don’t defire any more honoar 
than is my due. 

Baton. Allons, detend yourfelf, 

Eliza. J wih T could, Sir. 

Baton. [preffing on Elka with bis /word| Combatez! coms 
batez! Monfieur. 

Eliz. No, Sir, you hive difhonoured my reputation, by 
talling me a‘coward, and I will not fight till I have cleared . 
my charatter, Pray, Sir, don’t be fo violent. [ Ade. ] What 
fhall I do? T muft avow myfelf. 

Baton, Repondez, fcelerat!—anfwer me—do you iter 


“the name of man? 


Eliz: No, indeed, Sir—I am— 

Baton. Parlez—vite. 

Eliza. Tam 

Baton. Vat be you? 

Eliza. 1 am—T[ feeing Stanmore, who enters at the moment] 
Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant. 

Stan. Heavens ! that voice—no longer diftinguifhed by the 
Scotch accent—I— 

Eliza. Here is my champion, Colonel—-Surely he will de. 
fend a life which I have rifked for the joy of feeing him once 





‘more; \and*which, from this moment, fhall be devoted to re» 


pair the wrongs he has fuffered. 

Stan. [embracing her] My life! my foul! my deareft Eliza. 

Baton. {afide} My dear Eljjza! Oh ho! [ro ser] Madame, 
vil you’ pardon my miitake? Dere be de cockade. Venever 
you like to go into de army again, I hope to ’ave de honneur 
of be your commanding officier. 

Eliza. You fee, Colonel, I have engaged with another com- 
mander, and I am fure you are too much a man of honour to 
with I fhould ever defert.’ 

The fuccefs of this opera on any ftage but thofe of the 


- winter ‘théatres: will be, we fear, inconfiderable, as the cha- 


rater of Eliza requires fuch various powers to be fupported 
with effect, 
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N compliance with the requeft of a verywefpectable corre» 
I fpondent, for whofe opinion we have the higheft regard, we 
fhall fil up the outline of the new difcoveries in natural hiftory, 
and natural philofophy ; and we do it with more willingnefs, be- 
caufe we fhall by this means afcertain the ftate of thefe fciences 
at the end of the laft year, and fix the period from whence our 
future progrefs muft commence. We {hall nearly follow our for- 
mer order, 

M. Romé de I’Ifle has written to M. Marivetz, one of the 
authors of the Phyfique du Monde, formerly mentioned ; and ~ 
combared, at fome length, his opinions on the matter of heat. 
To this letter M. Marivetz has replied, requefting the continu- 
ation of the remarks, and promiling to pay every attention to 
them. “He owns that this treatife was written during a flate of 
ill-heahth ; and confeffes that, on this account, it may ‘be lefs 
perfect than it ought to have been. We have mentioned this 
controverfy at its origin, not becaufe we mean to purfue it in 
its fucceflive fteps, but becaufe we fhall watch its pragrefs, and 
communicate to our readers any facts of importance, which it 
will contribute to draw forth to public notice. We are not con- 
vinced of the truth of one affertion of M. de I’Ifle, that fiints 
ftruck againft each other produce no fire. If the tharp-edges of 
gun-flints are ftruck in this way, we have feen fire proceed from 
the collifion. In any other method, the particles abvaded are not 
fufficiently {mall to be inflamed. On the fubject of heat we may 
alfo fhortly obferve, that P. Sr. Julien has examined the opinion 
relating to the heat of warm mineral fprings ; we mean the fyf- 
tem which reters the heat to the decompofition of pyrites, as was 
mentioned in our laft volume, and has obviated many objections 
that may occur from the great variety of {prings, and their difs 
ferent fituations. 

Another branch of natural philofophy, and another form of 
fire, occurs in the electrical fluid; and we are happy to introduce 
the continuation of Van Marum’s eleétrical experiments with 
Teyler’s machine ; we embrace this opportunity with more plea- 
fure, becaufe the firft experiments were publifhed three ‘years 
ago, before the commencement of this part of our undertaking. 
This vatt machine is in Teyler’s mufeum, at Haarlem ; but 
what it was is of little importance, as its powers are now much 
increafed. To the 135 jars, forming as many fquare feet 
coated glafs, he has added go other jars, of fimilar dimenfions’; 
and the battery now contains 225 feet of coated glafs. 
‘ammenfe furface, after-a little expofure to the fun, was: 
as foon as the old battery ; and the power was incr 
“portion to the increafe of the furface. With this power, a ftroke 
that would melt 120 inches of lead wire, of =4,0f an inch in dia- 
meter, melted an equal length of tin, 5 ingles of i iron, 34: —— 
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of-gold,; } of-an inch of filver, and as much copper and-brafs, 
But the order of the fulibility of metals by fire, in the experi- 
ments at the academy of Dijon, were iron, copper, gold, filver, 
and lead. The relation, therefore, of metals tothe matter of 
he.t, and to the fire of the electrical fluid, is very different; nor is 
the relation of the compound metals to each, lefs uncertain. Lead, 
thereiore, is the worti metal for conductors, and copper the beft, 
particularly as it adds to the difficulty of its fufién the property 
of not rufting. Iron, brafs, and copper, formed globules when 
fufed ; but the other metals did not. ‘The globules are fometimes 
thrown to the diitance of thirty feet ; and thofe of copper remain 
eight or cen feconds in a red ftate; yet, when melted in the fire, 
though the globules are larger, they continue red only two or 
three feconds. if the wires are too long, a part only is fufed ; 
and if different parts are united by a knot, the fufion ftops at the 
knot. M. Van Marum confirms the obfervation of M. Nairne, 
that an iron wire of »8 inches is fhortened 3 of an inch, by be- 
ing brought to a red ftate, in confequence of a difcharge of elec - 
tricity. : 

Our author has continued his experiments on the calcination 
of metals ; but the colours of paper, on which the metal is cal- 
cined, is exprefied by illuminated plates. We can only defcribe 
themrimperieétly. _ Lead is moft eafily calcined, and part of the 
calx is diffipated in {moak; the reft forms a flame-coloured fpot, 
fhaded with different colours, trom the greater or lefs degree of 
calcination of the different globules. A tin wire caleined gave 
4dmoke filled with filaments, and globules which rebounded trom 
the paper feveral times. ‘The {pots which the globules lett were 
yellow. Iromis difficultly calcined : it is diffipated in fmoke and in 
globules, which leave a dull reddifh colour. Copper is {till more 
retractury : its {pots are green, yellow, and a fhaded brown. Brafs 
is more‘eatily calcined ; and the appearances differ a little on ac- 
countsof the zinc which it contains. The calx of filver is grey, 
or brown ; that of gold, purple. ‘The globules of gold calcine 
on the furface; while they remaio red, though they are unalterable 
in acommon fire: they probably require a greater proportion of 
air than they.can receivesin a mafs) M. Van Marum explains 
calcination by the anuiphlogittic doctrine, a fy ftem which icems 
to gainground on the continent. 

[ron, lead, and tin, are ‘melted by the electrical ftroke, in 
phlogifticated air ;. but they cannot be calcined in it. Lead cal- 
€ines more eatily and completely in pure than in atmofpheric air; 
‘but the other metals are calcined with equal eafe in each. The 
globules of iron acquire a much greater heat.in pure air. Lead 
‘and tin are calcined in nitrous air,-as well as. im common air. 
Our.author calcined metals in water; but he could calcine only 
one-eighth of what could be calcined by the fame force in air. 
‘Thry tarnifhed in:calcination an elaftic fluid; that of tin was in- 
Alamnable air ; but in general the air of the water mixes with 
theair of the metal: fothat the experiments are to be purfued 
du in 
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in water-deprived of air, by boiling. We have reafonto expe 
that they will produce important confequences. 

M. Van Marum has proved, that'if a conductor is too fmall'to 
carry a charge of electricity trom the clouds, it will jump to the 

neareit and moft powerful conductor. He, therefore, recommends 
them to be of copper, and to be in the form of ’a rod, fo large 
as not to be melted, or made red-hot by any fhock which they 
may be expected to conduct. He confirms what Dr. Prieftley has 
faid of the lareral preffure, and, of courfe, advifes that the con- 
ductors fhould not be fixed in the mafonry.—He confirms Dr. 
Prieftley’s explanation of earthquakes, ‘from the fame preffure, 
and has rendered it more confpicuous by placing the water be- 
tween two bad conduétors. Our author formed nitrous acid too; 
in the manner of Mr. Cavendifh ; but, as this experiment is now 
purfuing in a peculiar manner, we fhall not enlarge on it. 
_ Two ounces anda half of pure air, plaged on mercury, and 
electrified, was reduced to one-fitth of its quantity, and the 
mercury was calcined, Three inches. of phlogitticated air, by 
the fame means, was, after ten minutes, augmented three-eighths 
of its bulk. A cauftic liquor did not diminifh it, but before the 

next morning the augmentation f{ubfided. IM. Van Marum con- 
cludes that this expantion arofe from the heat, or from the elee- 
trical fluid increating, by fome other means, the repulfion between 
the particles of air. Nitrous air, tried in the fame way, with a 
cauttic lixivium, was changed into phlogifticated air; and the 
lixivium contained nitre, Yet the fame change was ubferved after 
three weeks, without the affiftance of electricity. Inflammable 
air, in a fimilar experiment, gave no figns of acidity ; it-was 
only a httle dilated. Alkaline air was expanded after being elec* 
trified, and was no longer abforbed by water: it was partly in+ 
flammable. 

To explain fome electrical phenomena, our author made two 
Daloons of the amnios of a calf; and having filled them with in- 
tlammable air, balanced them fo as to keep them in the lower 
region of the atmofphere. One was electrified pofitively, the 
other negatively. hey foon arofe and moved towards each 
other; they then defcended flow! y- Clouds, in fimilar fitua- 
tions, rife and become more rare ; they cannot confequently hold 
fo much vapour as before. He imitated thunder and lightning 
alfo in miniature, by electrifying furiaces of bronze and copper 
gilt. The {parks from thefe furfaces are faid to refemble ftorms 
in miniature, at a diftance. 

While we are {peaking on thefe fubjeéts, we may shortly no- 
tice fome extracts from a manufcript on the winds, by M. Du- 
carla + itis entitled * Objects of Enquiry.’ We cannot explain his 

opinions at length, as they depend on diagrams. The origin of 
winds is, he thinks, the condenfation of vapour, fince every cu- 
-bic inch of rain muft be replaced by a mafs of air equal tothe 
bulk which the rain formerly aflumed in its ftate of vapour. It 
aa the great evaporation from the fea which keeps that element fo 
cool ; 
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evo! :.if all the heat abforbed by the fea in a year were to become 
fenfible at once, it would be almoft fufficient, in our author’s opis 
nion, to make the Mediterranean boil. ‘The fouthern hemi{phere is 
faid to be colder than the northern, as the proportion of, land to 
fea, beyond the. tropics, is very inconfiderable. It follows, from 
his calculations, that the trade-winds are of three kinds, viz. 
thofe between the eaft and the vifible pole: they lait more than 
fix months ; and even this excefs increafes with the intertropical 
latitude. »2dly, Between the weit and the invifible pole; they 
continue leis than half a year; and this diminution is farther in- 
creafed between the fame latitudes. 3dly, In the {pace where 
the vfual trade-winds prevail, in the neighbourhood of :the torrid 
zone, the regular winds areconitaitly between the eait and the 
vifible pole. The eafterly winds muit, therefore, be peculiarly 
prevalent. | 

To conclude. the fubje&t of meteorology at prefent, we fhull, 
fhortly mention the Society at Manheim, and the contents of their 
former volumes. The elector Palatine, whois alfo duke of Ba- 
waria, in order to remedy the inconveniencies which arife from 
detailing obfervations made with various inftruments, diftri- 
buted many, of different kinds, made in an uniform manner, to 
obfervers of different countries. The academy, which he infti- 
tuted for the purpofe of improving meteorological obfervations, 
an conformity to the intentions of the prince, ordered the mott 
perfect and uniform barometers, thermometers, hygrome ters, and 
compaffes, to be conitructed under. the infpection of its own 
members, and to be diftributed to different univerfities. The 
Capuchins of Mount St.Gothard in, Switzerland, the univerfity of 
Cambridge in America, the Academies of Sciences.of Peterfourg, 
Copenhagen, and Stockholm, bave among others received them ; 
and they expect to find attentive obfervers alfo in India.and Africa. 
‘The fociety was inilituted in 1780; and, in i782, their firtt 
volume appeared, under the title of *‘ Ephemeridés Societatis Me- 
teorologice Palatine.” It is in large quarto, beautifully printed 
on fine paper. It contained, betides the ufual appendages of 
preface, deicription, &c. meteorological obfervations made in 
different places, during the.year 178g. ‘The fecond volume con- 
tains the obfervations of 1782, and a diflertation from America, 
on the varieties in the preffure of the atmofphere. In the third 
wolume are the obfervations of 1783; a defciiption of Cavallo’s 
electrometer rendered more perfect ; a differtation on the ofcil- 
Jation of the mercury in the Torricelbian tube; a hiftory and 
defeription of the earthquakes in Calabria and Sicily, and of the 
burning of the earth in Iceland. The fourth volume contains 
the obfervations of 1784, aidiffertation on the diurnal and noc- 
turnal ofcillation of the barometer; obfervations on the rigour. 
of, the cold in Flanders ; diiferent defcriptions of the inundations 
ofthat year. In the fifth volume are the obfervations of 1785, 


»and.a memoir.on the conftant defcent of the barometer during 


the paflage of the fun over the meridian at noon and night. ‘This 
volume 
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volume was unufually delayed, and we have heard of mo more. 

The Academy propofed a {ubfeription forthe fixth volume, ae 
the expences exceeded their funds; andy if this plan fails, they 

will confine themfelves to an abridgment sof their obfervations + 
they offer the fixth volume, of 736 pages, for fix Rhenifh flee 

rins, or fifteen French livres (about twelve fhillings and fix pence 
| fterling.) The obfervers are to receive‘a copy gratis. 

We muft add, however, to this fubje&, fome intelligence from 
the Manheim drademy, ‘received at the moment of our writing. 
‘~The abbé Hemmer, direCtor of the academy of natural philo- 
fophy to the ejector Palatine, has juft made three curious dif- 
coveries: the flame of every burning body is always electrified 
negatively : the harometer always makes an effort to defcend, 
when the fun pafles the meridian: and animals have always a 
perpetual fpontaneous electricity.” Of thefe difcoveries two are 
anticipated: the fecond in the fifth volume of their own Tranf+ 
actions. We find conduétors to guard againft lightning are 
‘very common in the Palatinate. M. Hemmer has himielf erect- 
ed one hundred and fixty on houfes, magazines, and churches, 
In-a late thunder ftorm in Provence, in France, the thunder 
firuck the bell, and killed a monk, who was zealoufly tolling it 
witha view to diflipate the accumulation of rhe ele¢trical fluid. 
A conductor would have faved hig life, and enabled him to per- 
fue his unphilofophical or fuperftitious plan in fafety. : 

We have flepped a little out of our way; but it is on collateral, 

and not, we prefume, on uninterefting fubjects: we muft now 
return to our former companion, M. Reynier. His obfervations 
on the generation of piaats do not add much ro the forge of 
‘this fyflem, though they contain fome facts of importance. . His 
experiments were firit directed to the effeéts which refult from 
depriving flowers of the fexual organs; the operation feemed to 
‘have no effect on the duration of the flower. In many inftances, 
however, there was an attempt to reproduce the ftamina and pif- 
tils; for the flower threw out filaments from the wounded part, 
of different lengths. -It does not appear that the anthere were 
ever repraduced. This confequence was very confpicuous in. the 
‘geum rivale ; in different kinds of mallows; in the echinopus 
ritro. It was lefs obfervable in different fpecies of ranunculus, 
the philidelphus. coronarius, the clematis,erecta, and witicilla and 
the crategus tomentofus. It was not obferved in different kinds of 
iris, the hibifcus Sytiacus, and fome others. The light feemed 
greatly to influence the elongation; and, in fome inftances, it 
feemed nerely a natural developement. It was remarkable in 
the ruta graveolens, which has five flamina ftanding againft the 
piftils, and five laying. on the petals, that when the firft five were 
cut off, the others affumed their place. 

In the fecond part'the author confiders more particularly the 

veneration of plants. He recurs to. Spalanzani’s experiments, 
and adds one other of his own, on the tremiére (we know not 
exactly the Linnzan name.) © Before the corolla was opened, he 
cut 
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cut away all the fexual parts, and-deftroyed all the other flowers 
in their bud: of five flowers, two gave fruitful feeds, the reft 
withered. On this principle, he again enforces the doétrine of 
organic molecules, with additional power. But i+ is fufficient 
to obferve, in the words. of a very intelligent French author, 
that a few inflances are of little importance. No one will deny” 
the animal. generation, becaufe Bonnet found the puceron (the 
infect called the vine-fretter, from its ufual habitation) might at _ 
once fecundate many fucceffive generations. Befides, it does 
not appear that M, Reynier kept his flowers from the accefs of 
infe&ts ; or that other plants of the fame kind were not in the 
neighbourhood, from which the pollen may be brought by the 
wind. 
That the parts of flowers: ufually ftyled fexual, particularly 
the ftamina, are organs of the greateft importance, is evident 
from their poffeffing irritability, and even fpontaneous motion. 
In almoft all the fpecies of ciftus, if the anthere are irritated with 
a pin, they diverge from the centre. Many inftances of their 
{pontaneous motions are mentioned in the Sponfalia Plantarum, 
in the Amenitates Academice ; and various others are accumu- 
lated, in a memoir read lately to the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
by M. des Fontaines. This gentleman is profeffor in the bo- 
tanical garden at Paris; and to numerous opportunities adds 
unwearied attention, A very fenfible motion is obferved in the 
ftamina of many plants, at the moment when the antherz are 
expanding, and the pollen is ready to efcape. By this motion, 
the anthera is directed towards the pifiil, and, in fome inftances, 
after the pollen is difperfed, the ftamen returns to its former fta~ 
tion. - The approach of the male organs is perceivedan the clafs 
of lilies: in the fritilleria Perfica, the garlicks, and the orni- 
thogalums, the return of the organ to its fomer ftation is con- 
fpicuous. In fome of the other fpecies of fritillaria, where the 
difference in length would render this approach ufelefs, the flower 
remains till the antherz burfts ; the flower then changes its pea-. 
dant fituation for an upright one, The peculiar fituation was no 
- ‘longer neceflary. The ftamina in the different kinds of rue, from 
aright angle, and, from lying concealed in the hollows of the 
petals, rife upright, at the moment of impregnation.. In the 
white dittany, ‘the ftamina hang down and bend, at the proper 
time to reach the piftil, in the form of an arch. In the tropeeo- 
lum, the geranium fufcum, alpinum, and reflexum, the motions 
are fimilar. In plants where there are numerous ftamina, they 
" approach fometimes fingly, fometimes in pairs, or three and three, 
or all at once. Fhis motion is very uniform and regular; ic 
occurs at one time, always in the fame order in the fame flower, © 
and not in thofe where the end could not be obtained by the 
‘motion; fo that it is impoffible to refer it to a mechanical caufe, 
or to confider it as fortuitous. In fome plants, the motion may 
be mechanical, where the ftamina are connected with the leaves, 
and_their expanfion raifes the anthera. There are ane m 
this 




















ForfiGn Literary INTELLIGENCE. 224 


this kind in the forfkalea, the parietaria, the flowers of the nettle, 
and fome others. It is impoffible to mention all-the variety of 
motions, or the names of plants, whofe irritability is pointed out 
in this memoir; it is of confequence, however, to obferve, that 
the ftamina of every plant are not isritable.. In a fw kinds, 
where the anther are naturally placed near the ftyle, it cannor 
be expected ; but no irritability has been perceived in fome plants 
where they are at a diftance. 

' ‘There are fome motions obfervable in the piftils, not recon- 
cileable to mechanical caufes; they occur in the ftyles, and even 
in the ftigmata. ‘The motion of the pritil towards the anthera ; 
and the fubfequent change of fituation, may be eafily obferved 
in the paffiflora, the nigella, and the liltum fuperbum. The dif- 
ferent appearance of the ftigmata of the common tulip, and the 
gratiola, before and after the explofion of the pollen, is very ob- 
vious. Thefe are the facts mentioned by our very intelligent 
author, who concludes his memoir by fome remarks which are 
defigned to prove, that thefe different motions cannot be mecha- 
nical. But, if mechanifm be confidered as effects neceflarily 
arifing from a peculiar organization, in‘confequence of any given 
eaufe, his opinion is not well founded ; and indeed, in that fenfe 
many of our own , nimeer: may be ftyled mechanical. His 
meaning, therefore, feems to be only that they depend on irrita- 
biliry, and confequently on life. | 

The number of moving plants, not only which move on an 
irritation, but which, like the «zfchynomene movens, perform 
regular revolutions, has been much increafed. A fpecies of he- 
difarum, brought fome years fince from the banks of the Ganges, 
has, from this property, ‘been ftyled the gyrans.- It was de- 
{cribed by M. Bruffonet, very lately ; but the plant is known in 
England, for it flowered in 1777 in Lord Bute’s garden. -It was 
difcovered in India by lady Monfon; and a fpectinen is at pre- 
fent in fir Jofeph Banks’ colleétion. It occurs in the Supplement 
of the younger Linnzus ; but has only been deferibed and deli- 
neated by M. Bruffonet. The chief motion is in the lateral 
folioles, which rife and fink ‘alternately, deferibing the arc of 
a circle: the motion is in the foot-ftalk, amd is rather an ofcilla- 
tion than gyration. , 

M. Bruffonet has lately added to his obfervations on fifh, 
and finds, that the fins, when cut off, are reproduced. Since 
the publication at Gottingen, relating to the reproduction of the 
parts of animals, naturaliits have taken different fides, and, while 
fome contend that every part of our body may be regenerated, 
others confine the reproduction to thofe parts which are not pri- 
mitive and original. When divided, they are united again by a 
fubftance refembling the original, without poffeffing its peculiar 
properties. M. Bruffonet is of the former opinion, and it may 
hold in fifh as it does in the infect tribe, though the more perfect 
animals have no. fuch properties. M. Plumenbach, profeffor at 
Gottingen, tells us, that even the eyes of falamanders, after be- 
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ing.taken out, are reproduced. Speculative fciente fheuld never 
be fupported by fuch inhumanity. The oppofite opinion is well 
defended, in a differtation publifhed at Strafburg, by M. Egtins, 
* De Confolidatione Vulnerum.’—If we recollect rightly, M. 
Fontana found, that though divided nerves were reunited by a 
fubflance feemingly nervous, yet he could never trace the fibrous 
firucture in this new part; and fcarcely, in any inftance, was 
fenfibility and motion recovered. Yet we fee Fontana arranged 
en the oppofite fide, in this controverfy: perhaps. his. opinion 
may be changed in confequence of new experiments. 

' We cannot boatft of many newedifcovered quadrupeds ; yet we 
eught to mention M. Schreiber’s new work. It is. a defcription 
of the quadrupeds already known, taken from the bett authors, 
and illuitrated with coloured plates. The text is in German and 
French; and the figures are often taken from the life: the de- 
fcriptions are, however, fometimes imperfect.--There are two 
pew works, publifhing on ornithology: in fafciculi or numbers: 
one at Gottingen by M. Moerhem, illuftrated with plates; and 
the other by Sparman. The laft contains many not yet defcribed ; 
in the firft we have no reafon to expect much novelty.—Fuabricius 
has publifhed the firft volume of his new work on infects, which 
contains many additional fpecies. The firft fafciculi of the hif- 
tory of the fifh peculiar to. Auftria are publifhing at Vienna, 
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The Abbey of Ambrefoury. A Poem. Part Firff. 4to. 23, 
Cadell. 


HIS poem is founded on fome manufcripts relative to the 
abbey, and events which have happened in it. Should it 
meet with approbation, it will be followed by a fecond part. 
Its chief tendency is to decry abfurd inftitutions, 
_ € Which under colour paffion to controul, 
Enthrat the active virtues of the foul.’ 


* The ftory of Eltruda, who, in obedience to a father’s dying 
commands, renounces the profpect of domeftic happinefs, and 
prefers the veil to a deferving lover, takes up the greater part 
of the poem. There is but little novelty in the tale, or mode 
of relating its; the didtion is, however, fufficiently ‘eafy. and 
perfpicuous, and fometimes elegant and pathetic. 


Tekyll: a Political Ecloguce 410. 15+ 6dey Debrett. 


This is one of the little fquibs of a party, powerful at leaft 
in words, in wit, and in humours. The thaft is direéted againtt 
Mr. Jekyll, as the fuppofed pupil of the marquis of Lanfdown, 
becaufe.he was returned for the borough of Calne; but the 
arrow is,harmlefs, and, though winged with wit, is not point- 
ed by ill-nature, or poifoned by malice. 


2. We 
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‘We thall fele& Mr. Jekyll’s fuppofed foliloguy, which is 


humorous and farcattical. 


¢ Where were our friends, when the temorfelefs crew 
Of felon whigs—great Lanfdown’s pow’r o’erthrew? 
- For neither then, within St. Stephen’s wail 

Obedient Weiltcote-hail’d the treafury-scall ; 

Nor treachery then had branded Eden’s fame, 

Or taught mankind the mifcreant Minchin’s name. 
Joyful no mere (tho’. Tommy {poke fo long) 

Was high-born Howard's cry, or Powsey’s pratling tongues 
‘Vain was thy roar,: Mahon !—tho’ loud and deep ; 

_ Not our own Gilbert could be rous’d from fleep. 

No bargain yet, the tribe of Phipps had made: 
-Lanfdown ! you fought in vain ev’n Mulgrave’s aid ; 
Mulgrave—at whofe harth icream, in wild furprife, 
The fpeechlefs {fpeaker lifts his drowfy eyes. 

Ah! -haplefs day! ftill, as thy hours return, 

Let Jefuits, Jews, and fad Diffenters mourn! 

Each. quack and fympathizing juggler groan, 

While bankrupt brokers echo moan for moan. 

Oh! much-lov’d peer !—my patron !—model!—friend | 
How does thy alter’d ftate my bofom rend. 

Alas! the ways of courts are flrange and dark! 

Pitt fcarce would make thee now—a treafury-clerk !” 


Ailthan and Galvina, aTal. By $F to. 1s. Hookham, 


The author has thought proper to explain the circumftances 
which conftirute a ‘well managed tale,’ and appeals to the 
public whether the prefent does not anfwer his definition, We 
have lefs to objeé&t to the ftory than to him, for not acknowledg- 
ing that he has clofely copied it from the epifode of Comal and 
Galvina, at the conclufion of the fecond book of Fingal. 


A Trip to Parnaffus; or, the Fudgment of Apollo on Dramatic 
Authors and Performers.. A Poem. 4to. 25 Abraham. 


Every modifh faunterer, in his cafual trips, will ftop at the 
theatre, and give his opinion, incidentally, of the piece and 
the actors, or will remain there, and review the whole fet at 
his leifure.- From the fplendor of the Rofciad many ephemere 
were raifed into exifience, which buzzed a while, and were for« 
gotten. Our authorefs may live a little longer: fhe is a harmlefs 
fly, without a fting. In this poem fome authors are crowned at 
Parnaflus, who, if we may judge from their works, were never 
in fight of the mountain; and fome encouraged: by Apollo, 
whofe names muft have been unknown to the god of wite But 
this lady is more inclined to praife than blame; nor will fhe 
facrifice each well-meaning candidate for famé, ‘to raife a pile 
to fome favourite idol of fafhion or prejudice. Of her poetry 
we can fay but little: there are no grofs defects; but there are 
no ftriking beauties. 


Vou. LXV. March, 1788. Q. Slavery; 
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Slavery; a Poem. By Hannah More. 4to. 15. 6d. Cadell. 


Religion, philofophy, and poetry, have of late vied with 
each Other in deploring the fate of the unhappy negroes, and in 
endeavouring to intereft the reafon, feelings, and fancy, in 
their favour. Their united efforts, it is to be hoped, will be 
crowned with fome degree of fuccefs; though immediate 
or abfolute emancipation, as we have already obferved,- is 
f{carcely tobe. wifhed, or expected. Interefted confiderations, 
placed in the oppofite fcale, will probably counterbalance the 
advantages which policy might allow. The load, however, 
may be lightened, though not totally removed. ‘The natives 
of Congo and Angola, if a liberal code of laws was inftituted 
in their favour, and guardians of their rights appointed in dif- 
ferent diftriéts, would poffibly have little reafon to repine at 
their ftate of fervitude. However that may be, Mifs More 
fhews herfelf no defpicable advocate in their favour, as the fol- 
lowing paffage, in which the fentiments are no lefs juft than 
happily exprefled, will fufficiently thew. | 
‘ Perifh th’ illiberal thought which wou’d debafe 

The native genius of the fable race ! 
Perith the proud philofophy, which fought 
To rob them of the pow’rs of equal thought ! 
Does then th’ immortal principle within 
Change with the cafua! colour of a tkin? 
Does matter govern fpirit? or is mind 
Degraded by the form to which ’tis join’d? 
No: they have heads to think,. and hearts to feet, 
And fouls to aét, with firm, tho’ erring zeal ; 
For they have keen affections, kind defires, 
Love fttong as death, and active patriot fires ; 
All the rude energy, the fervid flame, 
Of high-foul’d paflion, and ingevuous thame: 
Strong, but luxuriant virtues boldly thoot 
From the wild vigour of a favage root. 
Nor weak their fenfe of honour’s proud control ; 
For pride-is virtue in a Pagan foul ; 
A fenfe of worth, a confcience of defert, 
A high, unbroken haughtinefs of heart; 
That felf-fame fluff which erft proud empires fway’d, 
Of which the conquerors of the world were made. 
Capricious fate of man! that very price 
In Afric fcourg’d, in Rome was deity’d.’ 


AFRICAN SLAVE FRADE, 
A Propofal for the Confideration of thofe who intercft themfelves in 
the Abolition or Prefervation of the Slave Trade. 8v0a. 64. 
_ Lowndes. 
~ Qur author, with much candour, fuggetts that,,as we aim at 
procuring the happinefs of the Africans, it is not of great con- 


fequence whether they languifh in fervitude under the tyranny 
fa a of 
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of a black mafter, or of a Weft Indian planter.. Befides, he 
adds, that their lives are fometimes fpared becaufe they will be 
a lucrative objeét of commerce. The propofer. is not awarey 
that miany wars are ptojected and ¢atried on in Africa for the 
only purpofe of fupplying the flave market; and that death, at 
any rate, muft be 4 favour in comparifon of the miferies which 
flaves often fuffer, both previous atid fubfequént to theif ithpor- 
tation.—He propofes not to abolith but to regulate flavety, and 
to render the importation lefs neceffary, by fecaring good treat- 
Inent to the négro. This is the converfe of our plan: wt withed 
to fecure good treatment; by prévénting the importation } and 
as in this way, we fpeak more inimediately to the intéréfts of 
the planter, we hope that we fhall be better dtrended to? 
This acthor alfo recorsmends a greater attention to their reéli- 
gious inftriiciion, in whith the Englifh planter’ -are; We fear) 
often deficient. 

dn Occafioual Difcourfe, preached in the Cathedral of York; on the 

Subject? of the African Slave Trade. By W: Majon, M. Ai 

4to. 156 Robfon and Clarke. a 

While the earneft exhortations of humanity, the aétive en- 
deavours of the wife and good; while reafon dictates, teider- 
hefs pleads, and the infinuating charms of poetry allure ; while 
all tend to one good end; the emancipation of our brethrep in 
flavery, the puipit *, from which the noble defign firft pro- 
ceeded, fhould not be filént—it is not; we have now before us 
five difcourfes, which merit confiderable praife, and difplay the 
goodnefs of the preachers’ hearts, their piety, their benevolence, 
and their judgment, | Pra 

Mr. Maf‘on adopts for his text the quotation from the Greek 
poet; which St. Paul applies very forcibly.in one of his exhor- 
tations. It occurs in Acts xviis 28. ‘For we allo 4&re his 
offspring.’ The fermon commences by a general outline of 
Si. Paul’s general plan of reafouing, to allure the Gentiles, 
thofe haughty Cres who called every other nation barbarians. 
The words of the text, from one of their own poets, was ap- 
plied with great fotce and gdcd effet; while, if our aithor’s 
hands; its power is not loft, when he points out that itisa 
great, a leading, a fundamental doctrine of Chriftianity, that 
God is the father of all, and that we are ALL, without excep- 
tion of place or time; or any accidental circumflances; nis 
offspring. 

Mr. Mafon is; throughout the whole diftontfe, warm; fpi- 
rited, and energetic :~it is a noble fight to fee a whole king- | 
dom rife at onee, in oppofition to flavery ; and it is the mok 
animating confolation to refle& that, in a caufe like this, reli- 
gion ahd himanity. matt {mileon the attempt, even though it 
fhould prove abortive. 





* If we miflake not, the défign of abolishing the flave trade was firft 
tecdrimended in a fermon by bifhop Warhurtoh, long before even the 
Benevolent folicitations of the Quakers appeared.—Since writing thié note; 
we find our fuipicion well-founded. 


Q.2 A Sere 
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A Sermon on the Subject of the Slave Trade. By Fofeph Pricey, 
LL.D. F.R.S. 15. Johnfon. Pye 
- On this fubject:there is no diffent: Dr. Prieftley joins with 
Mr. Mafon, and both labour earneftly in this trely Chriftian 
takk.. On this f{ubjeft too, there is little room for criticifm, 
for he who means well may be freely forgiven, though he fhould 
¢rr,in trifling points. From-our, prefent author we have occa- 
fionally differed ; but we never fo entirely coincided with him 
as.in: the Sermon before us, though, on gne or two circumftan- 
¢es, we cannot join him with much cordiality. On the whole, 
however, this fermon is truly valuable, and may be very fervice- 
able.to the caufe of humanity. 
_. The foundation of this Sermon is fimilar to that of Mr. Ma- 
fon’s: indeed, Chriftian divines cannot eafily differ on the leaft 
doubtful tenet of the Gofpel, charity and good-will towards 
men. , Dr. Prieftley examines the itate of the negro trade, 
and. the condition of the Weft Indian flaves, without im- 
proper exaggeration, or unjuft reprefentation. He anfwers, 
with great coolnefs, and with: much reafon, the arguments for 
this trade, drawn either from the ftate of the Africans, the 
good treatment of fome of the flaves, or even from political 
motives. He agrees in the opinion which we have already of- 
feréd, that to prevent the farther importation is the only fte 
that can at prefent be taken with propriety ; and he adds to it 
& propofal, that a negro fhould be permitted to acquire his 
freedom by his work ; or rather by his diligence, induftry, and 
good behaviour. 
_ Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Mafon mention that paffage in Vol- 
ney’s Fravels, in which he fpeaks of the original AXgyptians 
having been negroes. We mention it again, chiefly to draw 
Jome attention to the extraordinary affertion, which we had 
(reat reafon, in ourreview of that work, to think not well- 
founded. Perhaps’'Dr. White may elucidate it in his Hiftory 
of Lower Aigypt. 
Juftice and Mercy recommended, particularly with Reference to the 
, Slave Trade. A Serimon preached before the Univerfity of Cam- 
.. bridge. By P. Peckard; D.D. 8ve. 1s. Cadell. | 
Dr. Peckard, in his official capacity, gave out the fubje& of 
the prize, which was gained by, Mr. Clarkfon, whofe work on 
the indefenfiblenefs of flavery, has been received with fo much 
regard, and contributed to animate many zealous friends to the 
rights and liberties of mankind in this caufe. Of courfe his 
‘merit has.not been, hitherto, inconfiderable ; and, in the pre- 
‘fent fermon, he difplays equal zeal, with much judgment and 
forcible reafoning. | His text is from the prophet Micah vi. 8. 
‘He hath fhewed thee, O man, what is good, and what doth 
the Lord require of thee but to do juftly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God.’ | 3 
. Dr. Peckard enforces the neceflity of fhowing mercy in the 
flrongeft light: he oppofes fome rs the arguments in favour of 
| the 
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the flave trade; and fhows, from various facts, that to treat 
the flaves with humanity, is highly advantageous even to the 
temporal interefts of the planter. In many refpetts, this Ser- 
mnon deferves our approbation. 


The Abolition of the Slave Trade confidered in a Religious Point of 
View. A Sermon, preached before the Corporation of Oxford, 
By William Agutter, M.A. 8vo. 15. Rivingtons. 


Mr. Agutter contends for the abolition of the flave trade, on 
religious principles ; as in creation and redemption they are 
partakers with us of the divine mercies, they fhould, he argues; 
be confidered as brethren. Ina confultation at the Hote} Dieu, 
when a defperate remedy was propofed, one of the phyficians 
obferved, ‘ fiat experimentum in corpore vili:’ the patient, who 
retained his fenfes, and underftood the language, looking with 
fteadinefs on the phyfician who had fpoken, replied, * Nullum 
corpus vile eft, pro quo non dedignatus ett Chriftus mori.’ The 
reply may well be retorted on thofe who would continue to 
tranfport by fraud, by oppreffion and violence, the unoffendin 
African, and attempt to juftify the infamy of the tranfaction 
by alledging their inferior powers and capacities as an excufe. 


A Difcourfe in Favour of the Abolition of Slavery in the Britifb 
Weft Indies. By W. Hughes, M. A. 4to. 15. Cadell. 

The firft Sunday in Lent, on which this Difeourfe was preach- 
ed, is ingenioufly connected with the fubjeét, by means of the 
text, ‘Is not this the faft that I have chofen? to loofe the 
bands of wickednefs, to undo the heavy burthens, and to Jet the 
oppreiled go free?’ If, lviii. 6. The author examines the ftate of 
fervitude among the Jews; its aggravation among the Romans, 
till the milder radiance of the Gofpel mitigated its feverity, 
and may, in due time, probably deitroy every part of the fyf- 
tem, leaving only its velliges in the accumulated defcriptions 
of its horrors. Mr. Hughes is an ingenious advocate, and, on 
the whole, deferves great commendation, 


MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS, 


7 vo Sermons, preached in his Majefty’s Chapel at Whitehall. By 
1. Hayter, A. Me. 80. 15. Cadellw 

The firt of thefe Sermons is on the 16th verfe of the xvith 
chapter of St. Mark ‘ He that believeth and is baptized fhall 
be faved.? Mr. Hayter fhews, that the term ‘faved’ is often 
ufed in a collective, rather than in a particular fenfe, and means 
one of the chofen and elected, whofe future deitiny mutt, how- 
ever, ftill depend on his own merits. Thus the Jewith nation 
is faid, at times, to be chofen and to be faved, though their 
perfonal charaéters were not fuch as would in general entitle 
them to divine diftinétion. From this meaning of the term 
he proceeds to’ confider the abufe of it among fome feéts of 
fanatics, and points out, with much precifion, the effects of 
fome few obfcure paflages of Scripture, not properly difcrimi- 
nated, or thoroughly underitood by the gloomy and often the 
. uninformed feétarilt. Q 3 The 
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"The fecond-is from St. Luke : : *He that hath ears to hear; 
let Kim ‘hear.? ‘Mr. Hayter applies thefe words to the intellec? 
tual ears rather than the corporeal; and, from this view, he 
takes occafion to dire& fome juft and pointed arguments towards 
the unbeliever. He anfwers a few of the’ objections of thé 
feéptic very properly, and feems to confider it a an inevitable 
confequence, that morality muit fall with religion. We have 
had cccafion to obferve, that the oppofers of religion are pecu- 
liarly exact in their moral chzracters, to give a fanétion to their 
Opinions ; and this will fill be true, while free-thinking is 
confined to a few men of foie abilities and reflection. Mr. 
Hayter’s opinion would probably be juit, if religion were ge- 
nerally abandoned. 

' Te is not by accident, or from refinement, that we have ufed 
the terms of ‘ oppofers of religion,’ and ‘ free- thinking.’ The 
terms are beft adapted to the perfons and their opinions, There 
are many truly religious Deiits ; and we believe there is {carcely, 
in any inftance, a real Atheiit. We have koown many re- 
puted ones, who have’ endeavoured ‘to reafon away the exiff- 
ence of a Deity. Their reafons have been of the mof trifling 
kind, and fcarcely ever feem to have convinced themfelves ; 
burt, ‘whatever becomes of their reafoning, their feelings have 
always contradicted it. Religion is ‘fo ‘intimately interwoven 
With the human heart, that it cannot be torn fromit: religious 
fentiments will return, and caufe a perpetual war in the bofom. 
But in our digrefiidn, we muft not ‘forget Mr. Hayter, whofe 
two Sermons’ are excellent. With found fenfe he-unires a 
very Clear and peripicuous language ; “with much information 
he j — a happy method of explaining it. 


Sermon preached before the Lords Spir itual and Temporal, in the 
Abbey Church of Wefiminfer, on Wednefday, Fanuaty 30, 1788. 
Ey Samuel Lord Bifvop of Gloucefter. ‘4to. 1s. Cadell. 


In this Sermon his lordhhip points out that trait of Chriftianity- 
which teaches fubmiffion to the powers that be, becaufe they are 
ordained of-God. The textis from St.Paul’s Epiftle tothe Romans, 
xiii. 1, 2. ‘Let every foul be fubject to the higher powers: for 
there is no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained 
of God ; whofoever therefore ‘refifteth the power, refifteth the 
brdinance'‘of God.’ * From ‘the ‘latter | part he does not draw 
the flavifh tenet of abfolate non-refiftance, but refers to the 
implied compact between the governor and the governed; and 
hints, that’a failure on one part may jultify a refiftance on the 
other. Though we give his lordthip tuil ‘credit for the good 
- fenfe and the liberality of ‘this pofition, we do not fee how it is 
connected with the text; nor can we think it peculiarly appli- 
table to the folemnity which the lords fpiritual and temporal 
were met to commermorate; © | 

In other refpedts, the candour, the judgment, and the good 
fenfe of this Sermon render it, in our opinion, truly excéltents 
His lordthip traces the changes'which have, at various times, 
taken place in ee sammys ; he fhows how they have been con- 
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nected with the ftate ; explains the foundation of the union be- 
tween the civil and religious fyftems, in the plaine and mof 
convincing manner; and he fhows the expediency of furround-. 
ing the national religion with the pale of a teft act. We ma 
affume the credit of having coincided with his lordfhip on thefe- 
points, generally on the fame grounds: yet, perhaps, when the 
preacher pointed out the reafon of preferring one form of re 
ligion to the rank of an eftablifhment rather than another, 
he might have added, that the government would undoubtedly 
choofe that which was moft favourable to the claims of the 
reigning monarch. ‘This does not apply, indeed, to cur own 
times, fince the king did not eftablifh our national religion, but 
that eftablifhment was the great foundation on which the family 
of Brunfwick refted its claims. 

Fis lordfhip’s fentiments on the teft-aét we fhall beg leave 
to feleét, and with them we fhall conclude our account of this 
admirable difcourfe. 


‘It is of the nature of religious fects, as fuch, to conceive 
their own fyitem of faith and worfhip to be purer and to ap- 
proach nearer the ftandard of perfection than that of any other; 
for on no principle but this can they be fuppofed to have fepa- 
rated from other religious focieties, whether national or tole- 
rated. Under this perfuafion they will always be trying (and: 
the more fincere they are in their perfuafion, the more earneltly 
they will be trying) to propagate their own opinions, and to 
advance their own models on the-ruins of the reft; and, as the. 
fureft way of effecting this, to intereit the ftate in their fervice, 
by gaining a part of the legiflature to their fide. In this pur- 
fuit, befides the fimple motive of truth, it may be prefumed, 
they will be not a little ftimulated, from the view of thofe 
temporal emoluments which they fee annexed to the religion of 
the magiftrate, and from which they themfelves, unjuilly, as 
they will think, are at prefent excluded. Nor is there any 
other way of preventing them from accomplifhing their defigns, 
and erecting themfelves into the national church, than by keep- 
ing them out of the public adminiftration, and taking care that 
offices of truft and dignity, in the difpofal of government, -fhall 
be conferred on fuch perfons only, whofe principles incline 
_ them to preferve the conftitution in all its parts. Now this is 
the precife bufinefs of a teft: not as an artful mode of harafling 
our adverfaries, but as a prudential provifion to fecure ourielves : 
not as an engine of oppreflion, to lay men under legal difabi- 
lities, becaufe they profefs not the trte faith; but as a weapon 
of defence, to guard us from the attacks of thofe who are pre- 
pared to catch at every opportunity to do us harm: not asa 
penal law, and by way of punifhment for opinions; for with 
opinions, provided they be neither deftructive of private virtue 
nor fubvertive of civil authority, the Magiftrate has no concern 5 
but as a law of rettraint, by which the men, who hold opinions 
unfriendly. to the religion of the ftate, are with-held from fitu- 
gations, where they might poffibly reduce thofe opinions to 
hwy Q 4 practice ; 
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practice: not that the national church may perfecute its oppo- 
_ ents, but that it may not lie at the mercy of its enemies: not 
that it may become a tyrant, but that it may rot become a flave.* 


A Difcourfe read in the Chapel at Belvoir Caftle after the Funeral 
of his Grace the Duke of Rutland. By the reverend George 
_ Crabbe. 4to. 15 Dodiley. 


This is an elegant and a patheticeulogium. If the late duke 
of Rutland was fo amiable, fo able, and fo great as he is ree 
prefented, the national lofs, in his death, is confiderable, and 
we would join the preacher in his lamentation. Somethin 
muft be allowed to private friendfhip ; fomething to Mr. Crabbe’s 

eculiar fituation. There were, undoubtedly, in-the late duke, 
virtues which time would probably have rendered {till more con- 
fpicuous ; there were probably faults which, in a longer life, 
we charitably hope would have been amended, 
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OBfervations relative to the Taxes upon Windows or Lights. By 
John Lewis De Lolme, LL.D. 4to. 35. Richardfon. 


Had not the name of Mr, De Lolme been prefixed to this 
pamphlet, we never fhould have fuppofed it to proceed from 
the author of ‘the Conftitution of England,’ 

Quantum mutatus ab illo! 

The fagacious political writer is now funk into a whimfical 
fatirift, expofing to ridicule the tax upon windows, with a lew 
vity as difgufting as it is tedious, The refult of the whole is 
to recommend, inflead of it, a tax op the capacity or tonnage 
of houfes. ‘The beft arguments which the author produces for 
this fubftitution are, that the manufacture of glafs, and of win- 
dow fafhes, would not be difcouraged, as he thinks they muft 
be by the prefent impo; Mr. De Lolme, however, is againft 
relinquifhing entirely the tax upon windows: he would conti- 
nve it atthe rate of a fixpence ypon each; but infifis that the 
produce of fuch a tax be exprefly appropriated to ‘ fome elegant 
perpofe. ‘1 would,’ fays he, ‘have all thefe additional fix- 
pences fet apart as a perpetual fund for paying off the debts of 
future princes of Wales,—for giving portions to princeffes 
royal, as well as entertainments on occafion of their marriages, 
e—and for defraying the expences of fire-works on the king’s 
birth-days.” The virtuous advocate of Geneva, who declares 
himfelt an enemy to “unreafonable’ taxes, would yet propofe 
one, the chief purpofe of which js nothing elfe than the en- 
couragement of luxury, 

‘Yo the obfervations already mentioned, are added others on 
the thop-tax, and the late aét relative wo hawkers and pedlars, 
all written in a fimilar ftrain: with a hint for the improvement 
of the metropolis ; which confifts in removing the cattle-market 


from Smithfield to the fields north of the town, and fupplying 
the cattle with water. 





Impare 











Montury CaTaLrocus. 239 


Impartial Reflections on the Proceedings of Government, aud of the 
Court of Diredtors, rcfpefting the four Regiments raifing for the 
fervice of this Country in the Eaft Indies. 800. 158. Ode 
Morgan. 


The writer of this pamphlet defends the condué& of thofe 
directors who have refitted the authority of government in fend- 
ing out the four regiments to India. The fubject has heen fo 
fully difcuffed in parliament, that the public is already in pof- 
feffion of all the arguments advanced in the courfe of the con- 
teft. It is at length happily terminated; and that with addi- 
tional fecurity, not only to the Britifh dominions in the Eaft, 
but to the conftitution of our government. 


Letters on the Politics of France. By an Englifh Gentleman at 
| Paris. 8vo. t5- , Debrett. 


This writer is an advocate for the French king, againft the 
Jate oppofition of his parliaments, which he affirms were not 
attuated ‘by ‘a regard for the liberty of the fubject, nor by any 
defire of an improvement in the conftitution or the laws of the 
kingdom ; but by the mifconception of a meafure which became 
neceflary, from the difordered ftate of the finances. But when 
he admits, in the fourth letter, that their efforts were levelled 
at the king’s power of taxing his people, we cannot eafily re- 
concile the refult of this acknowledgment with the obfervations 
above fpecified. If any thing farther were neceffary to con- 
vince us that this author, notwithftanding his affumed title of 
‘an Englith gentleman at Paris,’ is really an humble devotee 
of the monarchical powet of France, it would be the following 
obfervations on one of the moft important circumftances in the 
Britifh conftitution. 


‘ The houfe of commons has held the ftrings of the national 
purfe, wile the fum of no lefs than two hundred and forty 
‘millions of pounds fterling has been expended, befides the or- 
dinary revenue, and till the annual expences have increafed 
from being under two millions a year, to upwards of fifteen 
millions. 

‘ They have difputed and quarrelled about the money, and 
done every thing but fave it. In fhort, their ceconomy, with- 
out prudence, has led the nation into more than one half of 
that amazing expence ; and, it is more than probabie, that a 
nation lefs jealous of the power of laying on taxes, would not 
have expended near fo much. While you have had armies 
abroad, and fleets at fea, the debates, cabals, and intrigues of 
the houfe of commons, have undone all that they have been 
doing. ‘he king has retained the power of expending money 
without refponfibility. He can order fhips to fea, and armies 
to march. But then the people alone, by their reprefentatives, 
are to decide concerning the means of fupplying the money to 
pay them, What a farce is this! What a children’s trick! 
And yet this pleafes the nation. This pleafes a fenfible, in 
tellipent, and well-meaning people!!!’ 7 : 
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It will require more convincing arguments than an exclaé 
mation, to perfuade the people of Great Britain that the com- 
mand of the public purfe is a matter of no confequence in go- 
vernment. Had this author confulted the writings of the illuf- 
trious Montefguieu, he would not have hazarded a fentjment 
fo repugnant to the plaineft maxims in politics. 


if bafty Sketch of the Conduct of the Commiffioners for the Affairs of 
India. 8vo. 6d. Debrett. 


When an author profefies to ftate to the public any political 
tranfaction of tmportance, it is his duty to perform the tafk 
with impartiality and precifion. But we muit acknowlege we 
find neither of thefe qualifications in the pamphiet now before 
us. The avowed hafte of the writer is urged as an excufe for 
inaccuracy ; and inaccuracy gives rife to mifreprefentation. A 
Sketch, therefore, which can only merit attention by its jult- 
nef{s, 16 fubttituted, however erroneous, for a faithful narrative 3 
while fome circumftances neceflary to be known are fuppreffed, 
and others either perverted or exaggerated. We muft content 
ourfelves with thefe general remarks on this pamphlet, as a 
minute examination of it would not only exceed our limits, but 
be extremely difproportioueéd to the degree of notice which fuch 
a production requires. 


ee me Be Bh ont ee * 
Elements of Medical Jurifprudence. 8v0. 25. Oi Becket. 


This is a tranilation of a work of Fafelius, under the fame 
title. The chapter, however, on inianity, is added by the 
tranflator, Dr. Farr.. A work of this-kind was, indeed, much 

wanted ; but the neceflary facts are not fufficiently diftinguifn. 
ed from the trifing ; and thofe molt effential, in any given 
cafe, from thofe that are lefs fo. Much ufelefs matter alfo oc- 
cafionally occurs. Fhe beit part of the original work is the 
chapter on poifons ; but the fymptoms in conicquence of taking 
vegetable narcotic poifons will pot point out the particular 
poifon which has been given, fo diftin@ly as the author fup- 
pofes. The additional chapter op infanity contains fome im- 
portant leffons, and the rules for preferving the gereral health 
of cities-are very ufeful. 


The Cafe of a Bay who bad beer mifaken for a Cirls with three 
Anatomical Views of the Parts, before and after the Operation and 
Curse Ly Thomas Braud, Surgean. ato. 25. 6d. Nicol. 


In this inftance, the teftes had not fallen into the fcrotum,. 
and the franum was connected with the lower parts; fo that 
the organ refembled the clitoris. ‘The miflake was ealy, and 
the methed of removing the inconveniencies obvious. Mr. 
Brand thinks, that an hermaphrodite does not exift. Yet, if 
our memory does not fail us, we once read a defcription of a 
perfon who had the organs of each fex, though we cannot re- 
collect the author. A curious inftance of a perfon. of neither 
{ex is quoted in this pamphlet, 

; 4 Can- 























- 


Montrury CaTaLrocus,. ae 


A Candid Review of Felfe Foot’s Obfervations an the new Opinions 
of Fobn tiunter, in “his late Ti reatife on the Venereal Difeafe. By 

Sobn Peake, Surgeén. 8vo. 25. Johnfon, 

Mr. Peake thinks, that Mr. Foot’s Obfervations are vulnere 
able in other parts befides thofe at which the critical arrows have 
been directed: we agree with him, that much remains to be 
remarked ; and that even another combatant may find fome 
weak fide, on which the attack may be fuccefsfully made. Mr. 
Peake follows the obferver.very clofely ; but, though we do not 
differ from him in general points, there are a few particulars in 
which we would beg leave to hefitate at leaft, if not to oppofe 
our brother reviewer. They are not, however, of much con- 
fequence. As we were firit in the lifts againft Mr. Foot, we 
are highly gratified at being attended by authors fo refpectable 
as Mr. Peake, Mr. Tyre, and Mr. Brand. 


N60): Vo. Bod 


Alan Fitzofoorne. 2 Vols. t2mo. 6s. Wilkins. 


mM? Lee’s Recefs, the parent of the modern hiftoric novels? 

will ftrike too forcibly on the reader’s mind, and will 
perhaps have gained too itrong an intereft in his heart, to leave 
him an impartial judge, or an unprejudiced critic. When 
we fay that mifs Fuller is inferior to her predeceffor, we do 
not meanto deny her a proper fhare of praife. Thefe volumes 
pofiefs great merit; but they do not intereft us by events fo 
uncommon ; they de not harrow up the foul by diltrefs fo ac- 
cumulated, or roufe the attention by incidents fo unexpected 
as occur in the work juft quoted. Mifs Fuller’s merit is of 
an humbler kind; fhe conneéts the outline of hiftory with a 
chain of events in domeftic life; and interefts us as much by 
the tene>r affection of Girtvade, as fhe dazzles by the {plendid 
heroifm of Edward. 

It too often happens, in this novel, that the men are jealous 
without reafon, and the wives murdered without examination ; 
hor is this the only mark of an unfruitfol invention.—Fitz- 
ofborne is difcovered, as other heroes have been ; ‘and Alan 
takes an eaftern fpoufe, after the example of many of his pre- 
deceffors. A faftidious critic may alfo perhaps notice fome 
minute geographical errors, and a rigid moralift point out that 
the fpirit of vengeance is too eager and rancorous. 

- Notwithftanding thefe defeéts,“Alan Fitzofborne will be read 
with much pleafure. The ftory i is well connected, and generally 
interéfting : the language is ufually correct and often elegant : 
the diftinctions are juft; and the morality, with the little ex- 
ception already noticed, unblameable. The great morals, 
which the fair author feems to have particularly aimed at 
papracng, are the advantages of an undeviating fincerity 
| and 
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and regard to truth; with the diftrefs which confcious guilt 
muft induce, even when moft apparently profperous, 

If this work be not the firft, it fhould be arranged in the 
firft clafs of hiftorical novels ; and we have pointed out the 
faults, rather to aflift the fair candidate for fame, in her future 
attempts, than to detract from her prefent merit. 


The Hiftory of Leonora Meadowfox. By the Axthor of Betfy 
Thoughilefs. 2 Vals, 55. Noble. . 

The fpirit which dictated Betfy Thoughtlefs is evaporated ; 
the fire of the author fcarcely fparkles. Even two meagre vo- 
‘ames could not be filled, without a little Hiftory of Melinda 
Fairfax ;—without the Tale of Cornaro and the Turk,—a tale 
told twice, in verfe and profe,—a tale already often publithed, 
and as often read. . Alas, poor author! we catch with regret 
thy parting breath. 

But, as this is probably the laft time that we fhall meet, as 
we owe fomewhat to the author of Betly Thoughtlefs, our firft 
guide in thefe delufive walks of fiction and fancy, we maf give 
‘va fhort account of the prefent work.—Leonora yields indif- 
creetly to the wifhes of her firit lover ; fhe then marries another; 
fhe marries again, before fhe is happy, with the faithful Fleet- 
wood, whom fhe thought inconftant. Mrs. Munden acted more 
prudently, though at firft thoughtlefs and indifcreet. The tale 
is, however, neatly told, and we are interefted in the fate of 
our heroine, notwithfianding her firit indifcretion, and her two 
fubfequent very unaccountable matches. 

The ftory of Melinda Fairfax is that of the Guardian’, which 
has been fo often feen on the ftage, though with fome little 
variation. The Tale of Cornaro is well known: the poetical! 
verfion we do not recollect. Ifit is the work of the author, he 
deferves our applaufe: the verification is elegant, and fome- 
times highly poetical. ‘The defcriptive parts are extremely wel! 
executed. . 

‘The Apparition; a Talee By a Lady. 2 Vols, x2 ¢:, 
Hookham. , 

This is a pretty little ftory; but the invention of the author 
is fuperior to her powers.—-The detx, the ring, and the ap- 
parition, are well conceived; but, trom a want of force, their 
effects are inconfiderable. If this tale, as we fuppofe, is the 
production of a young author, we have reaion to expect fome- 
thing more important in her maturity. 

Sidney Place; or the Bracelet, 2 Vols, 12mo. 5s. Lane. 

This novel is, in many refpedts, fuperior to the numerous race 
of its companions ; yet the author floops with too much fervi- 
lity to the ufual inartificial expedients of cgmmon authors. 
Why 1s the novel called the Bracelet? Why muft elegance and 
beauty be difcovered, by accident, in a‘cottage? Thefe are 
trite, worn-out anticipations and incidents, It is a queftion of 
more confequence, why every pert, flippant female muft be the 
counter= 
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counter+part of lady G. in fir Charles Grandifon ?\Is it becaufe 
in every author the copy 1s drawn, ‘with various fuccefs, from 
the fame original, mapures or that they are indifferéne copies 
from a valuable painting ? We. fhall ‘leave the queflion uade- 
cided. The religious topics are not managed with fuceefs: if 
the ‘ points’ of difference between the Catholics and Protettants 
were ‘immaterial,’ we cannot eafily fee the reafon why Clara, 
for their fake, fhould have left her father. 


Augufta; or the Female Travellers. 3 Vols. 12mo. 7s. 6a. Lane. 


The ftory is rather entertaining than interefting; and the 
entertainment is fometimes afforded at thé expence of probabi- 
lity. The French adventures are extremely improbable, though 
they are, in other refpects, more agreeable than any other part 
of the work, as they difplay fcenes not ufual in novels, and the 
event is kept cautioufly out of fight. On the whole, there is 
little real merit in thefe volimes, and as little to blame: we 
were not greatly difpleafed, but we have no inclination to open 
them again. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


An Appeal to the Public, on the Conduct of Mrs. Gooch, the Wife 
of William Gooch, Efq. Written by herfelf. gto. 25¢ 6d. 
Kearfley. . 

Mrs. Gooch’s appeal is dated from the Fleet Prifon, where 
we are forry to find that this unfortunate Jady is at prefent de- 
tained for debt, She is wife of the gentleman who, a few 
years fince, brought into parliament a bill of divorce, which 
was oppoied by the lord chancellor, on the idea that there feem- 
ed reafon to fufpeét a collufion between the parties. We fin- 
cerely fympathife with her diitrefles, and wifh that her family, 
which appears to be both opulent and refpectable, would afford 
her fuch relief as might extricate her from the horrors of a fitu- 
ation fufficiently overwhelming to female fortitude, though it 
were not embittered by the pangs of remorfe, and the erepey 
of implacable relations. 


The Flowers of Ancient Hifory; defigned for the Improvement and 
Entertainment of Youth. By the Rev. Fobn Adams, A.M. 
12m0o, 35. Od. Kearifley. 


Our author, in filling his bouquet, has given us flowers and 
weeds, artificial reprefentations, and fometimes the mifrepre- 
fentations of hiftorians. If we could diminifh it to one quarter 
of its prefent bulk, we might fay, that the incidents were well 
chofen, related with fkill, and occafionally illuftrated with ju- 
dicious remarks. But the grains of corn are in fo {mall a 
proportion to the chaff, that they do not repay the trouble: of 
feeking them. Had our author ftyled his collection the fub- 
jets of ancient hiitory, and at the fame time had mentioned 
what an Augean ‘ftlable he had wandered in, we fhould have 
commended his patience, and pitied him for having been en- 
gaged in fuch an uncomfortable labour. e+ 
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The Flowers of Modern Hiftory. By the Rev. Fohn Adams, A. M. 
120. 350 Od. , Kearfley. 


Wien flowers are plucked from their native beds, they foorn 
wither, and become offenfive ; while, in their beft ftates, they 
are often misjudged, and ill-fancied ornaments. Mr. Adams 
has decked himfelf with the ftrength of Hume, the fplendor of 
Robertfon, the copioufnefs of Guthrie, the varied elegance 
of Burke, the curiofa felicitas of Chetterfield, and the unadorn- 
ed neatnefs of Goldfmith; and, on the whole, has rendered 
himfelf difguing with ornaments. They are mifplaced and 
improperly connedied. We are told, for inftance, that in the 
time of Henry II. Becket was at the head of affairs: it appears . 
as if Henry found him in that fituation ; and it is only ob{curely 
hinted at, that he made him archbishop of Canterbury; nor is 
the motive mentioned, viz. that with his aid he might more 
fecurely oppofe the pope. The penance of Henry at the fhrine 
of Becket, a fact of confiderable importance, and the fource 
of much fpeculation, is not once mentioned ; though the dif- 
putes, in confequence of Dr. Sacheverell’s fermon, occupy 
whole pages.- When the compiler {peaks of the crufades, and 
the military operations in Paleftine, he does not diftinguifh be- 
tween the .undifciplined multitude under the direction of Peter 
the Hermit, and the more regular armament that afterwards in=_ 
vaded that country. In that fetion where he treats of Magna 
Charta, he fays it was ‘ refigzed’ by king John, in 1216. The 
oppofition againft Charles If. rifes and falls within the compaf# 
of a line; and James II. is at once in. poffefiion of the kingdom, 
immediately after the Retftoration..—The prince of Orange 
lands at Bvoxholme in Torbay ;——James 1s xaturally timid ;—the 
duke of Argyle goes to Scotland, colle&s troops in Lothian, and 
returns to Stirling. Thefe are a few only of the little overfights, 
. which are indeed of no greateconfequence to the well-informed 
hiltorian, but which render this work very improper for thofe 
into whofe hands it muft chiefly fall. 


A Review of the Memoirs of the Protecoral Houfe of Cromwell. By 
the Reverend Mark Noble, F. A. 8. of LSE. By William 
Richards. Svo. 2:.6d. Cadell. 


We reviewed Mr. Noble’s work in our LVIIIth volume, 
p. 42. with fome little indignation at feeing abilittes and in- 
duftry mifapplied. My. Richards attacks Mr. Noble on account 
of many errors and mifreprefentations. Different miftakes are 
clearly pointed out ; and the condu& of fome of the adherents 
of Cromwell, and of the diffenters of that age, has certainly 
been greatly mifreprefented. It is time now to rife above ri- 
diculous prejudices: there were undoubtedly fome wife and 
good men, who enlifted under the banners of the common- 
wealth on’ the pureft and beft principles, while the oppofite ar- 
my was difgraced by its hypocrites and libertines. it 1s eafy 
to fee, that thie juftice of the caufe is not to’ be decided’ by exs 
apgerated praifes, or accumulated fatire on individuals. Mrs 
Noble was undoubtedly reprehenfible in this refpe&t, and ous 
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author fneers improperly at bifhops and the hierarchy, becaufe 


fome bifhops have been intolerant, unrelenting, and feverew 


Mr. Richards, of the whole, is, however, much more. candid 
than Mr. Noble, and the ftyle of this letter, addreffed to lord 
Sandwich, the patron of the Memoirs, is mildly expoftulatory, 
and occafionally indignant. Mr. Noble had reprefented Wales 
as a~barbarous kingdom, and Mr. Richards engages in the 
defence of this (perhaps his native) country, with much zeal 
and fuccefs. Indeed, while England was harraffed, with in- 
vafions, devaftations, and civil wars, literature fled to the fe- 
cluded corners of :hefe iflands, and we find her in Wales, in 
Ireland, in the Hebrides, and even in Iceland. 


Tales, Apologues, Allegories, Vifions, Hiftorical F atts, and Mire 
dotes; in Verfe. By William Walbeck. 8vo. 25. 6d. Faulder. 


Thefe feem to be the gleanings of Mr. Walbeck’s common 
place-book ; but we do not perceive the brilliancy which adorn- 
ed his firft fketcbes ; and the humour which once amufed us 
feems to have loft fome of its zeft. Short pieces are not, pro- 
bably, well- adapted to our author’s genius. He wants that 
fententious brevity which gives force to apophthegms: he has 
not the expreflive force which gives a poignancy to the epigram. 
Hie thoughts are expanded, and, like a diluted acid, lofe their 
fharpnefs by being diffufed. Yet, in thefe little pieces, we 
fee no malevolent farcafms: the arrows, though pointed, are 
not directed to a vital part; and our author’s fallies are guided 
often by good humour, pretty generally by ftrict decorum. 


Laura, or Letters from fome Perfons in Switzerland. By the Aus 
thor of Camille. Tranflated from the French. 4 Vols. i12mo. 
10s. Hookham, 


In the origina!, we thought thefe Letters agreeable and en- 
tertaining : in the tranflation they lofe much of their power 
to pleafe, fromthe aukwardnefs rather than the incorreétnefs 
of the language. The tranflator cannot, however, deprive the 
reader of many judicious reflections ; nor will his unkilfulnefs, 
on the whole, prevent thefe Letters from being read with fome 
fatisfaction and information. The charaéters and manners, 
though they may appear to be peculiar, are faithfully drawn, 
and well fupported: to young ladies, in particular, thefe vo- 
lames afford many falutary leffons. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 
WE are well pleafed to take our leave of the candid author 


of the Treatife on Gout and Gravel, in good humour, The. 
experiment he recommended, of adding a few drops of muri- , 


atic acid to morning urine, we have tried: he fays truly, that 
the fmell is hepatic; but it is not the fmell of purulent matter 
in urine, which is much more nawfeoufly fetid. We fufpe&, 
however, that we added too much of the acid. The depofition 
is not like pus; it is the mucus which occyrs in the catarrhés 
vefice. | I Ta 
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- To his other obfervations we will thortly reply, by obferving 

that calcali are fometimes of a different nature,.as is well ree 

marked, we believe, by Dr. Dawfon, in the Medical Tranface 

tions, and fupported by experiment. We fufpect that.we may 

have miftaken the experiment with magnefia, for want of com- 
aring our author’s letrer with his work. 

Though this inftance is not quite in point, we are willing to 
abide by our opinion, which the author has adduced from our 
Review in’ December laft, refpecting the propriety of giving. 
different hames to acids apparently different, and are ready to 
wait till more experiments have been accumulated, before the 
pointin difpute be finally decided. In our review of M. Four- 
croy’s Chemiftry, juft publifhed in an Englithdrefs,we had tacitly 
confented to our author’s propofal, and had allowed the con- 
creting acid the term of lithiafic. This article was written 
before the receipt of ‘his letter, which, by an accident, did not 
reach as in time to reply to it in our laft Number. He may be 
affured that we fhall always pay particular attention to an au- 
thor, who jcins with much original information, equal candour 
and complaifance, | 





OTIR ‘ Old Correfpondent’ will fee that we have attended to 
his advice in continuing the account-of Natural Hiftory and 
Natural Philefophy, in the Foreign Literary Intelligence. We 
are well pleafed with his approbation of our plan ; and, indeed, 
we find, as he has obferved, that by the continued narrative, 
we can combine more information’ within a narrower compafs, 
and fix it more fecurely on the mind, than in any other form. - 

He advifes ws to drop the account of the tranfaGtions of the 
foreign Societies, as they are generally related in the news- 
papers. ‘This fubje&t we have. had for fome time in contem- 
plation; and if we find they are given with regularity and core 
retnefs, we will,,with.pleafure, refign a tafk which, though 
it faves us much labour, yet takes up more rogm in proportion 
to its utility than we are willing'to.allow. Without this af- 
fiftance we fhail feel no want of materials.—He complains that 
the fubje&ts of the Intelligence are not fufficiently pointed out 
in the Index: this is an inconvenience which we have ourfelyes 
felt, and we have had different {chemes in view to remove ite 
To facrifice the Lift of Books, which occurs after the title of 
each volume, as he and another refpectable correfpondent have 
propofed, is to give up a portion of our work which is not 
without utility, and which has had the fandtion of cuftom ; bat, 
om this: fubjeét we with for the opinions of our readers. 





WE can affure Mr. Moffop, that we know nothing of the 
gentleman with whom he is fo angry, or of the Letter alluded 
to. The only objects of ovr enquiry are. the pretenfions of 
authors to civility, Jearning, or erudition, leaving their titles to 
their own difcretion.—We have no connection with thofe gentle- 
men to whom he wifes that we would communicate his Jetter- 
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